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In the year 2525 A.D., time travel is 
finally perfected. Scientists of the 
project send you into the time void 
equipped with an armed, all terrain 
vehicle. Your objective is to assist 
mankind in his various battles : from 
the prehistoric age to the aftermath of 
the final conflict. Only ;i successful 
mission can assure your return. 
Features include Hi- Score table, two 
player option, two skill levels and 
continuous play facility. 

Commodore 64 £7.95 
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HOME COMPUTING HAS 
long been regarded by the 
uninitiated as a solitary pursuit. 
We are supposed to sit for days 
on end, without food or drink, 
in semi-darkened rooms 
huddled over the keyboard 
with only the strange glow of 
the screen to keep us company. 
It can happen, of course, 
though I have yet to go for a 
period of longer than two 
hours without some form 
(usually liquid) sustenance. All 
the signs point in the opposite 
direction but have you tried 
convincing people? Show 
them the two joystick ports on 
the 64 and pofnt to the 
increasing number of games 
which require the use of both, 
Tell them about the growing 
number of computer clubs and 
their ever increasing member- 
ship. Show them that programs 
are written for useful purposes 
and not for their own sakes; 
indeed tell them that many 
programs, and not just 
commercial ones, are written 
by teams of people, someone 
designing the graphics, 
someone else the music and so 
on. All to no avail. 

The answer could have 
arrived in the shape of 
Compunet. At last Commo- 
dore owners can communicate 
with each other through the 
medium of their computers. 
By attaching the modem to 
your CBM 64 you could be at 



the forefront of a whole new 
form of communication. Of 
course, viewdata ( of which 
Compunet is another manifes- 
tation) is not new, PresteJ and 
its offshoot Micronet 800 have 
been with us for some years 
and it is also true that neither 
have realty fulfilled their initial 
promise. Prestel surfers from a 
debilitating identity crisis: is it 
aimed at the business or the 
domestic user? It began as a 
method of using all that spare 
telephone capacity during off- 
peak times but it was soon 
adopted by diverse sections of 
the business community. In 
order to repair the balance 



Micronet 800 was started. 
Directed at the home micro 
user it offered an innovative 
and well presented package 
(and stiff docs) but it is very one 
sided — Micronet provides the 
information in the form of 
news, information and 
software and the user 
downloads it. 

Compunet offers the 
revolutionary advance of a 
two-way service. The user can 
up- load his own software as 
well as down-loading other 
people's. You can find out 
more in the article on the new 
service in this issue. Let me fust 
finish by saying that Compunet 




offers Commodore owners the 
chance to dispel forever the 
myth of the computer hermit* 

The Plus/4 

The other big recent launch 
from Commodore is, of course, 
the new machines. Last month 
we looked at the VlCs 
replacement, the C16and word 
is already coming through that 
it's selling extremely well. At 
the price and with its specifica- 
tions this is not at all surprising. 
The Plus/4 which we look at 
this month is rather different. 
The market does not already 
exist for it. Instead it will have 
to create its own. 

The idea behind the Plus/4 
certainly looks promising and 
we shall take a look at the built- 
in software next month. 

For the moment the 
hardware is considered by our 
reviewer who rs not un- 
impressed. 

AH the best 

This issue also contains a large 
number of graphics related 
articles. The Commodore 
machines are all renowned for 
the excellent graphic 
capabilities but there is also 
room for improvement. You 
can choose the solution which 
most suits you by reading our 
reviews of lightpens, of Logo 
and the Turtle, of the Koala Pad 
and of many of the Com- 
modore drawing packages. 

So whatever your interest 
there is something fn this issue 
of Your Commodore for you. 
And strange as it may seem 
(and it often confuses us 
although this is the January 
issue you should be 
reading this before Christmas: 
so from all of us at Your 
Commodore may we wish you 
a very merry Christmas and a 
Commodore filled New Year, 
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Have Commodore done their sums right on 
their new machine 
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A round up of this month's news. 



INPUT/OUTPUT 



More of your letters answered 



SCREEN CLOCK 
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Time flies when you're programming. This 
program will show you just how much. 





Further advice on improving your games 
writing. 
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SOLUTIONS 22 




LASER TRACK 
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Software can take the graft out of computer < 
graphics. Read our round-up of the available 
packages first. 


A superb scrolling game for the 64 
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MASTERING 
MACHINE CODE 
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Commodore connects to Commodore, A further installment in our series on the 
Compunet is now on-line. computer's own language. 
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ADVENTURE 
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Lost in the labyrinth? Runecaster shows you the 
way out of the maze. 



SOFTWARE 
SPOTLIGHT 
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Reviews of alf ihe latest software releases. 



DRAWN 
TOGETHER 



Designer 64 and (he Koala Pad Touch Tablet are 
brought together in the one review. 



64 SYMBOLS 



you have trouble with the 64 r s graphic 
symbols in programs then this page will be 



a handy reference guide. 



4 CROWNS OF 
ADELIM 
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Can you recover the 4 crowns in our great 
adventure for the 64. 



DOING IT 
YOURSELF 



This month we look at records and files as part of 
you do-it yourself business package 



TURN TURTLE 
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A long look at Logo and the Valient Turtle. 



LIGHT 




FANTASTIC 
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Give your graphics the fight touch - 
pen. 


- use a light 


VIC GAMES 




PROGRAMMING 
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More information for the Vrc games writers 


ALL CLEAR 
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A utility for clarifying the graphics symbols in 
your programs. Ail the listings in Your 
Commodore will be using it from now on 
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FILE 
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More business software for the Commodore 

assessed. 


BASIC FACTS 




PART 5 
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Continuing our series on the 
language everyone must learn. 


computer 


COMPUTERS IN 




BUSINESS 
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A trip to Minehead Radio to see how 
Commodores feature in their business. 
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Books, books, books and all on 
Commodore machines. 
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Following the review 
of the Commodore 16 
last month, Mike 
Roberts places its big 
brother, the Plus/4, 
under the magnifying 



THE COMMODORE PLUS/4 IS 
Commodore's first entry into 
the top level home/very small 
business bracket. Com- 
modore said that it wasn't 
suitable for running a business 
but went on to say that it could 
be used in certain applications 
by a 'professional' person. This 
is one of the most honest 
statements that I have heard a 
computer company say on the 
subject of the business use of a 
home computer. Clive 
Sinclair once said that you 
could run a power station on a 
ZX80 (IK RAM, 4K ROM no 
keyboard!) 

Where this business 
subject comes from is the four 
built in software packages — 
word pro cesser, spreadsheet, 
database, and graphics — 
hence Plus/4, but more about 
this is a later article, 

Externally the Plus/4 is a 
gun metal, wed|ge shaped box 
with a keyboard taking up 
most of the room on the top 
and ports and interfaces taking 
up the whole ot the back and 
sides. Now it be comes obvious 
why Commodore opted for 
the smaller type of connector 
instead of keeping it the same 
as they have for ages. If 
normal 'chunky' type edge 
connectors and D sockets 
were used there would not be 
enough room around the edge 
of the machine. 



The magic touch 

The keyboard excels even 
Commodore's beautiful 
quality although some people 
express reservations when 
they first get their dabble with 
it. However, after a period of 
use everybody loves it. 

The keyboard is very 
simitar to the SX-64, and is 
angled, sculptured and 
curved. This ma kes typing on it 
real dream. The layout 



PLUS/4: 

HOW DOES IT 
ADD UP? 




consists of 68 keys, 60 of which 
are normal and 4 function key 



above the top row and four 
cursor control keys arranged 
in a cross shape. One odd thing 
about these keys is the shape, 
they look like arrows — the 
way the arrow is pointing 
indicates the direction that 
the cursor will go in. , 

The ports around the bac k 
and sides of the box show a 
departure from the 64/VIC 
stable. The VIC and 64 had 
almost identical I/O, 

All change 

Most things, however, have 
been changed; the cartridge/ 
expansion port has been 
reduced in size tostop people 
shoving CBM 64 cartridges into 
it, I do not know whether the 
highly advanced structure of 
the CBM 64 s slot with its 
facility for second processors 
is duplicated on the Plus/4. But 
given the nature of the 
machine as a small systems/ 
serious device, this is more 



than a distinct possibility. 

The Plus/4 support sideways 
ROMs; these were first 
implemented on the BBC 
micro some years ago and 
computers are starting to get 
these featured. Commodore 
call them 'Function key 
packages'. The reason for this 
rather strange name is that 
when the ma chine boots up, it 
chec ks to see if there are any 
ROMs attached. If there are 
then it will assign each ROM to 
a function key. The internal 
software uses this system so 
pressing F1 gets you into it. If 
the ROMs are removed the 
function key goes back to its 
original state. External ROMs 
wiff go on F2. It is un known 
how many ROM cartridges can 
be attached to the machine at 
once, but there is the 
possibility of four (BASIC, the 
in-built ROMs, plus two 
others). 

The two D9 connectors of 
the CBM 64 have been 
dispensed with and replaced 



with mini DIN connectors. 
This means you can only buy 
Commodore's joysticks. 
Commodore joysticks are not 
the best things in the world, 
even their new 'hi-tec' style 
ones. 

The Cassette recorder 
socket h also a mini DIN 
connector, this is because the 
C16 cassette deck is different 
to the old tape decks. The 
Plus/4 is at its best with disc 
drives, in eluding the new high 
speed ones intended for their 
new range of machines. 

Thankfully, Commodore 
have left the Serial BUS, and 
the audio/video connector 
a lone All Commodore's 
existing peripherals, that use 
these ports, will work straight 
off, so there are already 
printers and disc drives 
available for the machine. 
However, it may be worth the 
wait to get hold of their new 
discs which use the cartridge 
port and are a lot faster than 
the old ones. 



Hardware Review 



Inside knowledge 

Moving on to the internal 
hardware reveals some 
surprises. Most of the insides is 
driven via one big chip. Called 
either the 7501 or the TED chip 
depending on your inclina- 
tion, it combines a 6510 
processor at 2MHz with a 
sound generator, timers, 
input/output, memory 
banking, and graphics 
generation. In all ii has 19 
registers to control things, 

Sound quality is as Rood as 
the next man's although it only 
has two channels. These can 
be two sound channels or one 
sound and one noise (for 
special effects). Nearly all the 
advanced sound features of 
the SID chip have been left 
out like AD5R, filtering, and 
modulation, 

Graphics ability is superb. It 
is natural that this will be 
compared with the Com- 
modore 64 as there area lot of 
similarities in spec. However, 
the graphics are different and 
there are currently two 
schools of thought as to which 
is better the CBM 64 or the 
Plus/4, 

Simulated sprites 

The big difference is sprites. 
These wonderful things that 
make games programming 
easy have been chopped from 
the Plus/4. In their place is a 
software simulation of them 
from BASIC where you can 
extract an area of the screen 
and store it in a string. This 
string can then be recalled 
and put ba c k on th e s ere en at 
any point. There are also other 
options to manipulate these 
objects, but they are not true 
sprites; a large 120 byte object 
takes about a quarter of a 
second to write to the screen. 
I feel that the world can live 
without sprites, for at least 
another compuier generation 
(about 18 months); the 
Commodore 64and Atari were 
just too far ahead of their time. 
The trade-off against the 
sprites is more colour. The 
screen of theC16 canhave128 
colours (121 excluding black) 
made up of 16 colours, 8 
luminence levels, and 
flashing. Screen size is 40 x 25 
text with four other graphics 
modes. The other graphics 
modes are 320 x 200 with the 
previously mentioned 12B 
colours being used in a colour 
map system, and 160 x 200 in a 
multicolour form. Both hires 
screens have an option to 
leave four text lines at the 
bottom of the screen. There 
are some other graphics 
modes and options but these 



are only available by POKEing. 
User defined graphi cs (UDGsj 
are obtained by POKEing and 
manipulation of registers. 

The manual gives no hint of 
these although they are very 
straightforward to obtain. 
When playing with UDGs one 
other feature becomes 
apparent, A character 
generator is 2K long, {256 x 8 
bytes] the C16 one is only IK 
long, how come? Well, the 
long and short of it is that the 
C16 uses a hardware reverse 
field attribute. The top bit of 
the current character 
displayed i ndi cates whether it 
is inverted or not. This has 
some advantages and dis- 
advantages. The advantage is in 
memory consumption. The 
disadvantages are tnat you can 
only have 128 UDGs, and 
flashing works in a rather 
strange way. A reverse field 
space is shown as a black 
square. When you flash it 
instead ot getting a flashing 
square nothing happens. This is 
quite confusing until you 
realise that a flashing space 
doesn't change. 



Other features 

Other modes not docu- 
mented include Extended 
Background Colour mode, 
which gives you different 
background colours as well as 



foreground colours, and 
multicolour characters where 
each character can be made 
up out of a number of colours, 
Tnere may beothersbut I must 
wait until I get a technical 
manual to find them out. 

This brings me onto 
another point. The BASIC is 
ideal for an inexperienced 
user or an experienced BASIC 
user, but what about us 
machine code hacks and 
people who wouldn't use 
BASIC if they were paid to? 

The answer is TEDMON. 
This is a full feature assembler., 
disassembler, monitor, 
debugger. It is similar to 
Extramon 7.5 and is very good 
indeed. This makes writing 
assembly language very easy as 
you already nave most of the 
development software built 
in. 

The monitor can also be 
called by using the reset 
button. This is a great feature 
and is in a little recess just by 
the power supply. Press it in 
and the machinegoes bac k to 
its power on state — memory 
contents are preserved but it 
is awkward toget at them. The 
beauty of it all is when you 
keep the STOP key pressed 
down at the same time as you 
press in the reset key. The 
computer jumps into the 
monitor, key in 'X' ffor eXit) 
arid you are back in BASIC, 
complete with intact program. 

The manual is excellent 



and way past Commodore's 
usual standard. It is informative 
and instructional for the first 
time user. For the exper- 
ienced person there are 
memory maps and register 
details. 



In conclusion 

The Plus/4 scores over its little 
brother the C16 by having 64K 
of memory, and now comes the 
good bit — the BASIC has built 
in memory ban king so that you 
can use the extra memory to 
the full. When using hi-res this 
only cuts you down to 50K. 
Compare that to a BSC that 
leaves you with a fifth of that 
after hi-res has taken its 
chunk out. This mammoth 
(sorry elefantinel) memory 
will mean that there should be 
a lot of huge adventures and 
great arcade games on the 
mar ket to use these. 

The BASIC is identical to 
the C16 and all I said last month 
applies here. This is the 
computer of now, excellent 
BASIC, keyboard, software 
built in, and best of all a vast 
amount of user memory. The 
problem is whether it is worth 
it at the price — £299. This is 
well below the BBC with 
which it is comparable. But 
then the BBC always was over 
priced. Only time will tell, as 
the Plus/4 is carving a new area 
in the market. 




ATTENTION! ATTENTION! ALL COMMODORE USERS! 

A FREE LIGHTPEN! 



Yes a FREE Light Pen! with every GRAPHKIT! 
Graphkit is the ultimate in drawing!, designing! or 
painting! (using the light pen of course, which 
incidentally has a full 3 year warranty!) Graphkit will 
amongst other things allow you to: 

• Draw free handed on the screen anything from a 
Micky Mouse to your latest integrated circuit' 
With all the fill colour and erase facilities of course' 

• Save/load your latest master piece to/from the 
disk /tape drive 

• Or directly copy the drawing on the screen to the 
printer! And keep it for ever or send to a friend as a 
post card! 

• Design your own colourful sprites and characters 

• Play the games in the package! or use the light pen 
in your own games/education/programs 

GRAPHKIT is available on disk and tape. Tape 
version is E1 595 and disk version (recommended) is 
£19.95. 




All you 1 540/1 541 disk usersDMON' Is here at last. Dmon is the disk monitor you have been waiting for it will 
allow you to: 

• read/write blocks from/to the disk 

• display and edit blocks on the screen 

• display and send disk messages/commands 

• transfer your programs from tape to disk or disk to disk or even disk to tape! • and more! 
DMON comes on DISK at only£9 95 

TORNADO 20/64 

Do you use tapes? Are you sick and tired of waiting 
for your programs to be Loaded/Saved from/on the 
tape? Then you need a TORNADO?! Tornado allows 
you to Save/Load. 'Verify your Basic/machine code 
programs faster than a CBM 1541 disk drive doss! 
Due to popular demand! Tornado now comes with 
new and more powerful commands plus extra 
instructions to assist you in making fast versions of 
your existing machine code/Basic programs. 
Tornado is available on tape for CBM 64 and SK + 
Vic 20, 



BREAKER 



20/64 



Do your Run/Stop and Restore keys often fail? Do 
you want to come out of those crashes?! Or get into 
those unbreakable programs?! Then what are you 
waiting for, get yourself a BREAKER!! Reset switch 
and let your computer know who is the boss 1 ' 
Breaker can be connected to your machine in 
seconds, no soldering. Included with the Breaker is a 
copy of basic recovery software on tape. Now 
available for any CBM 64 or Vic 20, 




YC/ 12/84 



BSF CSL, 82 FURNACE DRIVE, CRAWLEY, W SUSSEX 

RH10 6JE. 



Please send me Tornado at £9.95 + my 

free! Breaker 

Please send me ...... Breaker at C7.95 

Please send me ..... Light Pen at £11.95 

Please send me Graphkit at £1 5.95 {tape) + my free LP 

Please send me Graphkit at £19.95 (disk}+ my free LP 

Please send me DMON at £9.95 



I enclose cheque/PO/cash to the sum of £,,, ..... 

Name Computer 

Address < 



Please use this form and block letters only. All prices 
are inclusive of p&p {mail order only, add £2 if outside 
UK). Please post to; 

BSF CSL, 82 FURNACE DRIVE, CRAWLEY, WEST 
SUSSEX RH10 6JE. 
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DATA 

STATEMENTS 



Commodore in the classroom 



COMMODORE WILL BE 
sponsoring the prestigious 1905 
British Computer Society 
Schools' Computer Quiz. It 
co mm it ed itself to increasing 
the number of computers in 
schools in 1984 and sees this 
quiz as a vehicle for its 
education offensive next year. 
Commodore has contributed 
sponsorship of over £50,000 
including prizes, for schools 
worth over £12,500. 

In conjunction with the 
quiz, Commodore is running a 
special schools* loan and 
sponsorship scheme. Every 
school taking part in the quiz 
will be offered the free loan of 
two complete Commodore 64 
computer systems for three 
months and, if at the end of the 
loan period the school wishes to 
keep the loaned systems, 
Commodore will match every 
£7.00 the school raises with 
£3.00. 

The quiz comprises a quiz 
master and six to eight team 
and individual rounds of 
questions. Schools in each area 
will be asked to select a team of 
three pupils — one under 17 
years, one under 16 years and 
one under 15 years. Local area 
heats start in November and 



the 40 schools thus emergin 
as winners of the branch finals 
will each receive a Commodore 
com mun icat i ons mod em for 
use with Compunet, Com- 
modore's new qn-line 
database service. The 40 branch 
finalists will then go on to 
compete in eight regional 
finals to win prizes of 
Commodore 64 computers and 
1541 disc drives, in total worth 
over £5,500. 

The eight regional finalists 
will then compete in a national 
final scheduled for July 19fl5. 
The winning school will receive 
£1,600 worth of Commodore 
computers and peripherals, 
and the runner-up will receive 
Commodore equipment worth 
£700; there will also be many 
different prizes for individual 
team members. 

Commodore plan to folow 
each regional final with a 
'roadshow' giving parents, 
teachers, children and local 
people the chance to try out 
C o rn rn □□'ore's range of 
computers along with their 
educational anci recreational 
software and the new modem. 

Further details are available 
from Commodore Education 
Department on 0536-205252. 



VIC 20 word processing 



ATLANTIC SOFTWARE HAVE 
released their TOTL range of 
word processing programs for 
the VIC 20. 

TOTL. TEXT. 2.0, for the VIC 
20 with at least 8K expansion 
claims to offer full formatting 
control, text input, editing and 
insertion in a single mode, with 
full cursor control, forwards 
and backwards scrolling and 
direct screen editing. This 
package can be used not only 
with Commodore printers but 
also with suitably linked 
parallel and RS-232 interface 
printers. TOTL. TEXT. 2.0, is 
menu-driven and incorporates 
machine code sections to 
speed loading and printing and 
may be usecTto print multiple 



copies from memory, or 
documents of any length from 
files. 

TOTLTEXT.2.5 is provided 
for the VIC 20 with 16K and 
contains extra features such as 
embedded footnotes, en- 
hanced character? and printing 
direct from tape or disc files. 
Direct keyboard input while 
printing makes this program 
suitable for mailshots and form 
letters. 

The software is available on 
tape and disc and prices range 
from £11.95 to £19.95. TOTL 
software is available from 
Atlantic Software, 28 Park Farm 
Road, Kingston, Surrey, KT2 
5TQ. 




Norbain interface 



NOR8AIN MICRO LIMITED 
have launched their Turbo- 

f>oint/GT, a printer interface 
or the Commodore 64 and VIC 
20, following an exclusive UK 
distribution agreement with 
the American manufacturer, 
Telesys Computer Peripheral 
Products, 

This interface enables the 
Commodore 64 and VIC 20 to 
be connected to most of the 
popular makes of printer 
currently available on the 
market, ft features a DIP switch 
selector for different printers 
as well as the printing of 
enhanced Co m mo do r e 
graphics including reverse 



. characters, a very fast graphics 
' dump and a special line buffer 
which doubles the text printing 
speed on printers without on- 
board memory. 

The Turbopoint/CT inter- 
face also includes an optional 
plug-in 16K printer buffer to 
overcome the low print speed 
of the printer wnen trans- 
ferring data to the printerat the 
computer's maximum speed. 

The Turbopoint/GT printer 
interface sells for £65.00. 
Norbain Micro Ltd. can be 
contacted at Norbain House, 
Boulton Road, Reading, 
Berkshire, RC2 OLT; lelephone 
0734-752201. 






STATEMENTS 



Dream makers 



WILDEST DREAMS SOFTWARE 
Rental are working on the 
premise that if you can rent 
video films why not computer 
games? This company, from 
November 9th, wilf be offering 
a package of new Commodore 
games tapes for rental only. 



The Ultimate Game 



IF YOU'VE EVER SEEN ONE OF 
Ultimate Play The Game's 
programs you'll know why 
Spectrum owners rave about 
therm. Atic Atac and Sabre Wu If 
are both now classics. 
Unfortunately, CBM 64 owners 
have been deprived — until 
now. The Stan of Karnath is 
their first game for the 64 and it 
should be out in time for 
Christmas, It is an arcade 
adventure in the style of their 
most recent games and going 
on past form the graphics 
should be breathtaking. 

Ultimate Play the Game, 
The Green, Ashby de la Zouch, 
Leicestershire, LE65JU, 



These tapes wil l be available for 
hire only through video 
dealers. 

Wildest Dreams can be 
contacted at P.O. Box B4, 
Coventry telephone 0203- 
663085. 



One for the road 



RL HAS ALSO RECEIVED 
proval from the AA for its 
ommodore version of 
way Code J , This program 
ists of over a hundred 
questions, all of which can be 
found within the book 
produced by HMSO. 

The user chooses either a 25 
question test or ten question 
test from which he/she is given 
a percentage rating, The 
program includes a number of 
graphics which represent road 
signs and traffic situations. 
'Highwav Code' will cost £5,95. 
CRL can be contacted at 
use, 9 Kings Yard, 
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Buzby aflame 



BRITISH TELECOM'S NEW 
software house is producing a 
new range of low-price home 
computer games under the 
label Firebird. Mr. Richard 
Hooper, Chief Executive of 
British Telecom's Value Added 
Systems and services, hopes 
that these games, which retail 
at £2.50, "...will offer the same 




quality as some products 
costing twice as much." Five 
Commodore and two VIC 20 
titles are included in the initial 
release. These are all games, 
but Mr. Hooper hopes to 
eventually offer "... educa- 
tional software and other types 
of programs" 



Eastern promise 



DOM ARK HOPE THAT A The program is accom- 
£25,000 prize will do for panied by a booklet of riddles 
Eureka' what million pound and verse which, together with 



IZ 



bingo prizes have done for 
Fleet Street sales, since they 
expect it to be a number onp 
hit by Christmas. 

Eureka comprises five 
complete adventure stories in 
one. With a plot unfolding 
across five time zones from 
pre-history to the present day. 
The five adventures can be 
enjoyed independently and 
each contains vital clues that 
lead to the £25,000 reward. 
Each adventure starts with a 
mission and your success in the 
adventures is aided by your 
skill as a warrior. 

Eureka was programmed by 
Hungarian software company, 
Andromeda. It took the 
equivalent of five years to 
create alone with the skills of 
four grapnic artists, two 
musicians and a professor of 
logic. 



the flame, leads to a, mystery 
telephone number somewhere 



in Britain. 

Eureka, which has already 
been translated into French 
with a Spanish translation 
underway, is available on the 64 



at £14.95 for the tape version 
and £16.95 for the disc version. 

Do mark can be contacted at 
228 Munster Road, London 
SW6, 




News 





WE WERE SPIRITED OFF TO 
the Premier Theatre in Shaftes- 
bury Avenue on Halloween 
night for a sneak preview of 
Colombia Pictures 'Ghost 
Listers'. Already bored silly by 
y Parker J r's song of the same 
me, f faced the evening with 
pidation. But I was in for a 
surprise. With it's f good clean 
fun' approach, I can 
understand how this out- 
anding piece of family 
tertainment is achieving 
success in America. The 
film, which tells the story of 
three New York para- 
psycholgists who set up a 
ghost-fighting business, has 
become the all-time box office 
record for Columbia Pictures. 

Our evening's free 
entertainment was at the 
invitation of Activision who 
have acquired from Columbia 
Pictures the exclusive 
worldwide rights to develop 
Chostbusters nome computer 
software. The game claims to 
follow the film closely, using 
the music and characters from 
Chostbusters. 

As with the film, the game 
uires you to fend off a ghost 



invasion of New York and make 
sure your Chostbusters make it 
to a final dramatic showdown 
at the Temple of Zuuf, With the 
cash you are given to build a 
Ghostbuster Iranchise, you 
choose and equip your own 
vehicle and watch your debits 
and credits rising of falling, 
depending on vour skill as a 
Chostbuster. With alt sorts of 
gadgets at your fingertips, such 
as an Energy Detector, 
Marshmallow Sensor or ghost 
Vacuum, you must search for. 
catch and store ghosts. New 
York street maps are provided 
to guide you on your mission. 

Your progress is checked by 
a Status Report and, if you're 
successful enough ana earn 
enough money, the Ghost- 
busters franchise and secret 
number you acquire can be 
used next time you play. Your 
own secret number may be 
seen on any version of 
Chostbusters anywhere in the 
world. 

The game is now available 
on the Commodore 64 at £10,99 
for the tape version and £19.99 
for the disc version. 





At Argus nobody can 
hear you scream,,. 



COMPUTER GAMES BASED 
on box-office hits seem to be 
all the rage. Argus Press Soft- 
ware wilT be releasing their 
game, Alien, on 19th Novem- 
ber to pre-empt the relauch of 
the sci-fi horror movie on Jan- 
uary 1st. The game will be on 
sale in over 250 cinemas across 
the South of England and W.H, 
Smith will hold a competition 
n the cinema on the opening 
nicht in each town; the prize 
will be a copy of the game. 

Alien is the first of Argus' 
Mind Games to include PCS 
(Personality Control System) 
which sets up the personality 
variables for each game, The 
behaviour of each character in 
a particular situation is 
determined by specific 
nstructionSn the history of the 
personality and his/her 
experience in the game. 

The point of the game is to, 
try and beat the Alien whf 
you are increasingly trapped 
your spaceship, the Nostroimo 
You are aided in your struggle 
by trackers and other weapons, 
but have your characters got 
the courage to use them? 

Alien is available on the 
Commodore 64 at £8,99. 
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Stock market 



KUMA COMPUTERS ARE 
hoping that, rather than splash 
out vast sums of money on 
computer games, that some 
Commodore users might need 
some assistance rn investing 
their money. With their latest 
game, 'Stock Market', they 
nave simulated the London 
Stock Exchange. Players are 
given news ttems on company 
shares and advice, hmts and 
tips for likely good investments 
— although not all of these are 
accurate. Players win or lose 
money through placing and 
managing investments. 

Stock Market can be played 
by 1 to 4 players and costs £6:95. 
Kuma Computers Ltd. can be 
contacted at 12 Horseshoe 
Road, Pangboume. Berks, RG8 
7JW; telephone 07357-4335. 



KUMA 




More Melbourne games 



FOLLOWING THE SUCCESS 
of their The Commodore 64 
Games Book', Melbourne 
House have released a sequel, 
'Commodore 64 Games Book 
2\ Melbourne House claim 
that the book contains 30 
'completely new and original 
games listings' with a 
CHEX5UM listing supplied at 
the end of each program so the 
reader may determine 
immediately whether a 
program typed in contains a 
transcription error, in which 
case the line number where the 
mistake has occurred is 
pinpointed. 

In keeping with the times, 
Melbourne House have also 
released the 'Commodore 16 
Games Book', which includes a 
variety of games from 
educational and simulation 
games to gambling games. 
Once again, the CHECKSUM 
utility is supplied. 

'Commodore 64 Games 
Book 2' retails at £6.95 and 
'Commodore 16 Games Book' 
at £5,95, Melbourne House 
(Publishers) Ltd. can be 
contacted at Castle Yard 
House,, Castle Yard* Richmond 
TW10 6TF; telephone 01-940- 
6064. 



TirroR 




Continental drift 



KOSMOS SOFTWARE HAVE 
released Commodore 64 ver- 
sions of their educational titles, 
The French Mistress, The Ger- 
man Master and The Spanish 
Tutor, The programs provide 
learning aids for thousands of 
foreign words, verbs and 
phrases. 

Each package consists or a 
tuition control program and 
pre-recorded lessons, which 
can be used in a variety of 
learning modes and, finally, a 
translation test mode. Each 
language is covered by two 
cassettes {Level A and Level B) 
covering different areas of 
grammar and vocabulary, 

Each cassette costs £8.95 (i.e. 



£17.90 per language) although 
Ko5mos insist that the cassettes 
may be bought separately as 
each contains the necessary 
control program, Kosmos 
Software Ltd. can be contacted 
at 1 Pilgrims Close, Harlington, 
Dunstable, Beds LU5 6LX; 
telephone 05255-3942, 




Scrolling Stones 



News 



SEA, SUN, SAND AND NOW 
software. The Isle of Wight has 
got the lot. Software? 
Commodore has just launched 
Spirit of the Stones, an arcade 
game with 21 locations based 
on a scrolling map of the is land, 
However, as well as a game you 
also get the chance to join in a 
treasure hunt tor 40 small 
talisman, each containing a 
single diamond and for the 
Great Wighi Eye all of which 
have been scattered around 
the island. Fortunately, (or 
perhaps unfortunately) you 
don't have to take the ferry 
over to the island to claim the 
treasure. 

Included with the game is 
the book of the Spirit of the 
Stones, a tale of smuggling and 
the su pernaturaf which tells the 
tale of how the talismen came 
to be scattered. The book, 
written by island resident John 
Worsley, is also full of visual 
and verbal clues to the 
whereabouts of the stones and 
one of the first steps for all 
would-be treasure hunters 
must be the deciphering of the 
runes or secret writings which 
border the pages. 

Those clever enough to 
unlock the key to this puzzle 
and find one of the talismen 
will also be eligible for a share 
of the Royalty Fund into which 
50pwill be deposited for every 
package sold. However, the 
share-out wilE not be until 1993 
or when the £1 million ceiling is ' 
reached. 

Secret of the Stones costs i 
£14.99 and is available from 
Commodore. 



Four from Beyond 



BEYOND HAVE ANNOUNCED 
the launch of four Commodore 
64 titles — Ankh, Aztec, Mr. 
Robot and My Chess II. 

Ankh is described as a 
"computer mind game., .in 
which players explore a 
mysterious, maze-like, 
'MetareaT world". Explore 
with your 'mindprobe' (a 
device to manipulate or 
destroy objects found on- 
screen). Within each section 
their lies a task., which must be 
solved through the mindprobe 
and creative thinking, a tool or 
treasure to collect for help in 
solving future puzzles, or a 
trap. Beyond reckon you will 
need assistance with this game 
and are, thus, providing a 
special helpline. They are also 
offering a prize to the first 
player to solve a particularly 
difficult problem within the 
game. 





In Aztec, players control an 
'Indiana Jones-style hero 
searching a forbidden temple 
for a priceless golden idol'. 
Each Aztec adventure is 
different and, as the game is 
loaded, the computer creates 
an eight level adventure setting 
from a library of 32 different 
floors. 

In Mr. Robot, players use 
the Robot Factory to create and 
play their own screen designs 
on the A-side and guide Mr, 
Robot around a 22 screen 
obstacle course, collecting 
power pills and killing alien 
ri res, on the B-side. 

Beyond describe their 
Chess II, with nine levels of play 
and a default of 2, as the Rolfs 
Royce of computer chess 
programs'. You battle against 
the computer in 3D with a view 
of the chess pieces from the 
rear and the side of the board. 



All the games will be 
available on cassette at £8,95 or 
on disc at £11.95. Beyond can 
be contacted at Lector Court, 
153 Farrlngdon Road, London 
EC1R 3 AD. 



Tymac Talkies 



TYMAC HAVE RELEASED A 
series of 'talkies' for the Com- 
modore 64 and VIC 20. These 
arcade games feature speech 
without the use of a 
synthesiser. 

The games include Candalf, 
where you fire power bolts at 
ruthless attackers, Pegasus and 
the Trials of Perseus where you 
must fight strong creatures 
while searching for treasures of 
theancients in combat with the 
Samurai and code name: 
DEADZONE where, as the 
heroic lieutenant, you must 
battle with the mad leader 
of a hostile nation which 
has developed a deadly virus 
which he plans to unleash on 
the world. Also available from 
Tymac, for the VIC 20, is an 
educational/fun program 
called Type Snyper. Wizard's 
Graphics, a VIC 20 utility 
designed to generate high 
resolution mut li-coloured 
graphics ouicklv and easily on 
screen, should be available 
soon. 

Tymac Talkies are designed 
by the American company 
Came Gems Inc. Tymac (UK) 
Ltd. can be contacted at 
Nettleton House, Calthorpe 
Road, Edgbaston, Birmingham, 
B1S 1RL. 
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Commodore face the music 



What? said Dylan 



CRL, WHO HAVt ALRFADV 
released the program 'The 
Magic Roundabout for the 48K 
Spectrum, will be releasing the 
Commodore 64 version before 
the end of the year. 

The program is based on the 
BBC's popular children's 
programme. The game takes 
place in and around the 
confines of the Magic 
Roundabout where Dougal is 
trying to build a sugar house, 
His fellow characters insist on 
eating the sugar cubes he 
needs to complete the 
construction as the sugar gives 
them all much needed ener gy. 



Spectrum simulator 



WHITBY COMPUTERS LTD. 
claim to have produced a Spec- 
trum simulator for the Commo- 
dore 64. It sells for £14,95 and 
should allow you to use all 
5pectrum BASIC programs and 
some machine code programs 
on the 64 without modification. 




FOR THE SPECTRUM 48K 



it should be available just after 
Christmas on turbo load 
cassette. We'll believe it when 
we see it! 

Whitby Computers Ltd. can 
be contacted at 7 Chubb Hill 
Road., "Whitby, North York- 
shire; telephone 0947-604966, 




December issue — errata 



WE APOLOGISE FOR SOME Page 36, column 1 — line TOO 
errors in the article 'The BASIC should read : 
Fans Pt. 3' (December issue, pp 100 IF A <-20 GOTO 100 
34-36). They are as follows: 

Program 3.1 page 35 - line 130 Program 3.5 page 36, column 3 
should read; ~~ fme 120 &hwu[d ret3fJ: 



130 IF A < 20 GOTO 110 



JF I < >17 then PRINT 



COMMODORE USERS CAN 
now turn their 64s into a 
musical instrument with a new 
music package from Commod- 
ore. The package is called 
'Music Maker' and comprises 
software, a book containing 28 
popular songs and tutorial 
material and a 24 key piano 
style keyboard which fits over 
the computer keyboard. 

Music Maker' has been 
specially developed for the 
Commodore 64 by Music Sales 
Ltd, the world's leading music 
publishers. 

The software's eight built-in 
voices simulate instruments 
such as the guitar, piano and 
synthesiser; all the parameters 
of each sound can also be 
altered to create almost any 
sound within the capability of 
the Commodore 64. A tune can 



Game of the Century? 



jEREMY SAN, FOUAD DATAN 
and Andrew Claister are re- 
sponsible for Century 
Communications Ltd's new 
arcade game. Skyline Attack. 

After taking off from 
London, the aim of the game is 
to pilot your plane across the 
world's cities, shooting aliens 
and scoring points while 
watching your fuel gauge. The 
game, for either one or two 
players, includes 18 different 
types of aliens, 10 levels and 
joystick or keyboard option. 



Sterling down under 



STERLING PUBLICATIONS 
Limited have entered the 
games market through a 
newly-formed division, 
Sterling Software, whose firsl 
titles include the winner of the 
Sterling Software competition 
Orpheus in the Underworld* 

Orpheus is an arcade/ad- 
venture game involving a 
treasure hunt through 120 
screens while avoiding a series 
of hazards. The program 
features split screen scrolling 
and secret passageways 
through walls, 

Orpheus in the Underworld 
retails for £6.95 on the 
Commodore 64. 



read; 
FOR I 



= 1 TO 10000 



Program 3.2 page 35 — line 130 Page 36, column 3, 5 lines from 
should read: bottom — Line 120 should 

130 IF A < 20 GOTO 110 



2, We have been bombarded 
with telephone calls regarding 
a couple of blurred lines of data 
statements in the program 
Turbo 64' (pp. 3B-39).. 

Line 255 should read; 



be created around a range of 
rhythms from waltzes to disco, 
with pre-programmed bass 
patterns. You can also use 
Music Maker' to create three 
note polyphonic music. 

'Music Maker' caters for 
those Commodore users with 
no musical experience with its 
single step input mode which 
allows songs from the book 
provided to be entered into 
memory by note or letter. The 
rhythm is then 'tapped out' on 
any key and the completed 
tune played by the computer. 
Finally, the piano keys are 
duplicated on the screen and 
light up when the corres- 
ponding note is played. 

Music Maker will sell for 
£29.95 and will be available on 
disc or cassette before 
Christmas. 



A novel addition is the 
game Sssnakel which provides 
an alternative to staring at a 
blank screen while the 
program loads. 

Skyline Attack is available 
on the Commodore 64 for 
£7.95- Century Communi- 
cations is a division of Century 
Publishing Company Ltd. and 
can be contacted at Portland 
House, 12-13 Creek Street, 
London W1V 5LE; telephone: 
01-434-4241. 



Home Computer Line 



BRITISH TELECOM (BRAD- 
ford) have set up the country's 
first computer information 
service called 'Home Computer 
Line". Callers dialling a Brad- 
ford number will hear a three 
minute tape covering all 
aspects of computer owner- 
ship. The information should 
initially cover hardware, 
software, peripherals and 
computer world news. 

For further information 
contact British Telecom 
(Bradford), Telephone House, 
11 Broadway, Bradford, W. 
Yorkshire, BD1 1BA; telephone 
Bradford 392424. 



255 DATA CCFF,A9,00,8D,A7, 
02,A9,01 ,BD,Ae,02,20,44,E5,A9 

Line 535 should read: 

585 DATA 05,EA J DO J F2,AO r OO, 

A2,04,B1 ,BB,C4,B7, 90,03, A9,20 

We apologise for any 
inconvenience caused to our 
readers. 
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THE CREW 

Personnel 
files follow— 
yours to 
command — 
well almost... 



SPECTRUM 48K< CBM64 



Featuring 
the unique 

Personality Control System 



No. 1 GoJden Square. London W1R 3AB, Telephone 01-437 0626 





SIMULATOR 

FOR THE 

commodore 64 + 

ONLY £14-95 j 

IF YOU HAVE A COMAAODORE-64 
MICROCOMPUTER, THIS BRILLIANT 
PROGRAM WILL ALLOW YOU TO USE 
VIRTUALLY ANY SPECTRUM BASIC 
PROGRAMS WITHOUT 
MODIFICATION ! 



Just think of it ! - your programmes will think you 
really have a Spectrum ! Because your 6*+ has a 
proper keyboard plus RS232, disk handling, and 
serial port facilities, we are throwing in a lot of 
features of ZX-lnterface 1 * as well, 

WHY YOU SHOULD GET A SPECTRUM SIMULATOR 



! You can type in (virtually) all these Spectrum 
listings from magazines, as well as those for 
the 64 . 

! It's an incredibly cheap way to get all the 

facilities of another computer. 

\ And if you're upgrading from Spectrum to 
64, your old programs don't all become 
obsolete. 

! Spectrum Basic is in many ways easier and 
more powerful than Commodore Basic. Why 
nof compare them for yourself ? 

FULL TECHNICAL DETAILS AVAILABLE FREE 

' Trademark! o+ Sinclair RfriSOrth Lid 
' Trademark cH Com mod am Busine» M-nthintf* lid 




FOR SPEEDY MAIL ORDER SERVICE. SEND 
CHEQUE/P.O. FOR £14.95 (Access/Visa accepted) 

WHITBY COMPUTERS LTD 

7. CHUBB HILL ROAD, WHITBY, N.YORKS, 
Y021 UU Tel ; 0947-604966 



COMMODORE 64 

FAST LOADERS TAPE TO DISK 



R. B. S. 

(RAPID BACKUP SYSTEM) 

A NEW GENERATION conversion utility, developed from the 
acclaimed Hypersave-64. R.BS. converts vtrlually all your long 
loading casselte programs to TURBO-LOAD faster than ihe CBM 
disk drive Multi-pan and autorun programs are handled wilh ease. 
Convened programs load independently. No additions' hardware, 
no Pokes, no SYS calls, no user knowledge required. Load "The 
Hobbit" in 120 seconds. Tornado Lightning load. Faslback now 
obsolete R B S. will converl more programs than any competing 
utility Casselte C7.50p. 



HYPERSAVE - 64 

Retaining Ihe flexibility which Ihe Programmer demands. Hyper- 
save leaves you in control. 8 additional Basic commands Save, 
load, verify up to 48K continuous RAM at HYPERSPEED wilh full 
error checking. Converted Programs reload independently 
Aulcrun facility Hypersave also allows a small number of fasi 
loading programs to be convened 10 Hyperload.C assette £7.50 



BACKUP - DELUXE 

The most powerful security backup utility on the market an 
unbeatable prce For all standard rale programs All program 
sections load and save continuously. Incorporates a sophisticated 
header reader Versalile and user friendly Cassette £4.50 



DISKUS I 



introducing the new market leader. This is 'he simplest la use and 
most elficienl lape to disk transfer ulilify yet devised Mo program 
rewriling is required and transferred programs will automatically 
run when loaded *For single, mulli. and aulorun programs. 
* Automatic filename handling. 'Efficient use ol Disk space. ¥ No 
user knowledge required Diskus 1 will handle several proram 
lypes which other utilities ignore, including ncaderless files A 
bonus program is included which will transler a number of East 
loading programs to disk Casselte £9.99 



PRO - SPRITE 

Library. Editor. Animator for $ingle and multicolour sprites Joystick 
control. Packed wuh features. Menu driven 100% machine code 
Complete with your first sprite library Cassette £7.50 



DISKUS 1 is £9,99 SPECIAL DISCOUNT any two of the 

remainder just £9.99. AH lour only £19.99 Free secrets! I/O guide 
with every order. 



Fasi despatch guaranteed Cheque/ P.O. or S AE, to: 

DOSOFT 

2 Oakmoor Avenue, Blackpool FY2 0EE. 



Program 1 




problems then 
Grahame Davies is 



if you think we've gat 
problems, let us 



Dear Sir, 

I am writing to ask you bow do 
you program the program- 
mable function keys, F1-F&, on 
the Commodore 64, 
Yours faithfully, 
£ Kenworth 
Lancashire 

We answer, 

The function keys on the CBM 
64 cannot be programmed 
f rom BASEC If you press one of 
these keys, it generates a 
character and you can then test 
for this character using its 
A5CH value. They can be 
"programmed" using a bit of 
machine code. This patches 
into the interrupt and tests to 
see if there is a fu nction key in 
the first position of the 
keyboard buffer. If there is /the 
keyboard buffer is filled with 
the required command 
remembering that the buffer is 
only ten characters long. 
Program 1 demonstrates 
this and you can put your own 
commands into the data 
statements at the end of the 
program. Note that a left arrow 
indicates a carriage return. 



IB REM FUNCTION KEY FROG 0V OUEN HANDERFIELD 1/1 1/94 

20 PRIHTTOTOIW MflCHTNE CQDE"-P*12He95 

30 HEHD B:lFflOW9TH£HF0KEP#H:p-P+l:00T03e 

40 Pfl I HT" SETTING UP FUNCTION KEYS" 204096*61 16 

90 F0R.I-BTC17:R£mJ «:PRIMTI;R# 

60 I FR I QHTf C HI j 1 ) * " THENfll^LEFTtC W * If N( R*7 -1 ) +CH0J C 13> 
70 Hf*tff+CHR*<0) 

f0 FOftJ-lT0LEMCMrPOKiP+Iil6+J-lxfl8CCMIB*<W,J>):NEKT 

90 NEXT : 3VS 1214096 : END 

§00 DRTR120J 169j 13* 141 * 20>3i 169, 192 

90S IJflTFI&4i ,21, 3,00,96, 169*152*72 

010 WWU69* 26* 72, 0*72* 72* 72,76 

010 3fl T R45,234*lfi3* 190*203,235,207, 200 

020 DflTfra, 76, 100*234*170,109, HQ. 2 

825 DflTflifi0,0* 217*80* 192-248*6^00 

630 D0Tni92* 0*200* 246* 76* 160*254*192 

033 DflTfll0j 10* 10, 10, 160* 103; 56* 192 

§40 DflTft240* 9- 157, 1 10, 2, 200, 232, 224 

043 BRTRIP, 200,242* 134, 198* 76* 180,294 

030 SOTR133* 137* 134* 138, 103, 139* 136* 140 



070 REP1 

000 REfl DEFINE YOUR OWN FUNCTION KEY DEFINITIONS HEM 
090 REU 

900 DATA RUI^*.*XIST H jLDfllJ*** SAVE 
928 DflTfl NEXT* THEN, J NfUT , OOT 0 

RERDV. 




Dear Sir, 

I am using a Commodore Pet 
for my project at school, and 
the school has no handbook 
for it. ( would be grateful if you 
could answer these questions 
for me: 

a) How do you get auto 
repeat on all keys on the 

b) What are the sound 
channels and how are they 
usedr 

What is the PEEK location 
for reading the keyboard? 
Yours faithfully, 
jim Watts 
Portsmouth 

We answer, 

a. You can not get auto repeat 
on all of the keys on the 
PET. 

Location 59467 controls the 
sound. POKE this location 
with sixteen to turn on the 
sound and POKE it with 
zero to turn the sound off. 
If you PRlNTCHR$(7)a bell 
will sound and automati- 



cally turn off the sound, 
Location 231 hold the 
chime time of the bell. Try 
POKE231 jO:PR| NTCH R$(7), 
This location defaults to 
sixteen. Location 59466 sets 
the musical timbre of the 
sound. POKE this with a 
number [0-255) to change 
it. The best values to use 
are 75, 31 and 51. Location 
59464 contains the actual 
note to be played. 
Location 151 returns which 
key is being pressed (255 if 
no key nressed). 
Location 152 is one when 
the shift key is being 
pressed. 

Location 158 hofds the 
number of characters in 
the keyboard buffer. Thus 
POKE15S,0 will clear the 
keyboard buffer. 
Location 227 is the length 
of the keyboard buffer. 
Location 623 contains the 
characters in the keyboard 
buffer. If you extend the 
keyboard buffer by using a 




command such as POKE 
217,40 you will overwrite 
first cassette buffer which 
should be fine in nearly all 
circumstances. 



Dear Sir, 

I own a Commodore 64 and 
'Your Commodore' covers a tot 
of my interests, lam just getting 
used to the BASIC language 
and am taking great interest in 
your 'BASIC facts' series. 

f would like to see more on 
graphics, especially 'Fun Grap- 
hics', such as how to get 3-D 
graphics. 

Could you tell me how to 
move a graphic using keys on 
the keyboard. Also, could you 
please tefl me what a user 
defined graphic is. 
Yours f at th fully, 
A. Denman, 
Bamstey 

We answer. 

The program over the page 
demonstrates how to move a 
sprite about the screen using 
the keys indicated in the REMS. 
This may be easily adapted to 
move any other object. 
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A User Defined Graphic 
(UDG) is a character specially 
designed by a programmer (i.e. 
you!). The CBm 64 has 256 pre- 
defined characters and a vector 
pointing at these. They are 
stored in ROM. You can 
change the vector to point 
elsewriere in RAM and define 
your own characters. On the 64 
you have to redefine all of the 
characters so the best thing to 
do is to copy all of the character 
information out of ROM and 
then redefine as many as you 
require. 



Dear Sir, 

f am strongly thinking of 
purchasing a afrsc drive for my 
Commodore 64. But, f have 
read in different magazines 
that the Commodore 1*41 disc 
drive h a tittle bit sluggish. 
Please could you ten me 
whether there are any other 
disc drives which are compa- 
tible with the Commodore 64, 
Yours faithfully, 
Graeme Lee 
West Sussex 



We answer, 

There are no other disc drives 
that may be directly bolted on 



to the CBM 64. This is due to 
the specialised serial port used 
by Commodore. The speed of 
the 1541 is mainly limited by the 
speed of this cable. There is at 
least one add on. extra that you 
can buy that will considerably 
speed up the 1541 but might 
have other memory or buffer 
limitations. Alternatively you 
can buy an IEEE cartridge 
(which should plug, onto the 
user port) and this will open up 
the whole world of I EEEdevices 
including the Commodore 
single and twin disc versions as 
well as hard discs, ten pen 
plotters and so on. A cartridge 
like this may cost around £50. 

Dear Sir, 

Two weeks ago I bought a 
Commodore VIC 20 computer 
from a focal shop. The 
computer was reduced in 
price from £12935 to £99,95. 
Not knowing very much about 
computers, but interested 
enough in buying one for my 
own education as well as my 
children's. I thought this offer 
represented a good buy. 
Unfortunately, having bought 
the item I now find that 
software availability is being 
run down for this particular 



machine* Furthermore, I am 
informed that the supply of 3- 
16K RAM may prove difficult as 
shops are running down stocks 
in order to make way for the 
new Commodore 76. 

At the time, I was not made 
aware of the forthcoming 
change in machines and I am 
anxious to find out if the new 
Commodore 16 software can 
be used on the VIC 20, or if an 
expansion unit can be obtained 
to bring it into line with the '16'. 
If so, where can I purchase such 
a unit? 

Having read your first issue 
of the magazine, f am delighted 
that a series on VIC Games 
Programmmg is available in an 
easy to understand format 
However, in view of the 
difficulties described above, 
could you let me know where I 
can get games such as 'Multi 
Tron , described on page 35 of 
your October issue, and also 
whether my computer can be 
updated or not 
Yours faithfully, 
P } Lycett, 
Stafford 

We answer. 

Commodore 16 software will 
not run on the VIC 20. As this 
machine is being phased out, 
stocks of games will un- 
doubtedly dwindle although 
all the current owners will still 
want to buy new games. There 
are still plenty of shops 
stocking a large range of 
excellent games, tf you have 
trouble getting software or 
RAM expansion boards then 
there are certain to be adverts 
in your local press from people 
wanting to sell their second 
hand equipment, The VIC 20 
cannot be upgraded to become 
a Commodore 16. 

Sumlock who released 
MultiTron are at Royal London 
House, 198 Deansgate, 
Manchester M3 3NE, 

Dear Sir, 

I have a VIC 20 and a Zero 
Electronics 64K RAM card. I 
want to get into, and use, the 
'other' 32 K since I understand 
enough to wreak 32K out of the 
card. The October issue of 
Your Commodore said "There 
is indeed 64K of RAM,," 
(Mastering Machine Code, 
p.?): although I have a VIC 20, 
have I some 'fiddling around' 
to do with my card? 
9 Hex doesn't vex but all 
helpers I turn to don't speak 
English! Can you assist? 
Yours faithfully, 
B E. Rivetl, 
Devon 

We answer, 

The article was referring to the 
CBM 64 when it said 1 There is 



indeed 64K of RAM...". I do not ) 



know anything specific about 
this particular RAM card but 
there are some guidelines I can 
give. There must be a manual 
supplied with ittellingyou how 
to use it. If this manual is 
unclear then try getting 
in contact with the manu- 
facturers. The principle will 
probably be one of paging 
banks of RAM in and out. This 
means that you use bank one 
which contains 32K, then you 
page this out and page bank 
two in and access the second 
32K. To access the first bank, 
you have to page it back in 
again. Therefore you can look 
at either bank but not both at 
the same time. 

Dear Sir, 

i have just purchased a 
Commodore 64 Needless to 
say I am lost! The hand book 
tells the minimum. Could you 
advise me on a better book (or 
books) where at least the 
graphic symbols are listed. 
Yours faithfully, 
T. Davis 
Blackburn 

We answer, 

The best all round guide giving 
simple and advanced tech- 
niques, information and data 
charts is the Programmers 
Reference Guide which costs 
about £15 from "all good 
computer shops". 

Dear Sir, 

Please can you help me with a 
simple problem. I am having 
great difficulties trying to 
devise a random number 
generator in a machine code 
program on my CBM64. Have 
you got any ideas? 

We answer, 

There are a number of ways of 
doing this. Firstly, you can use 
any of the memory locations in 
the 64 which are constantly 
changing, A good example of 
this is the clock. You can also 
time any variable length 
operation in your own code 
such as how long a key is 
pressed down. 
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Amazing graphics, fast And furious action, challenging 
strategy, compelling adventure— this first wave of 

games from TALENT has got the lot! 
Written by professional computer scientists using 
powerful new programming techniques (which leave 
nachtne code standing], these games have pushed home 
micros to the very limit. 
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Display the time of 
day on the screen 
whilst programming 
with this handy 
machine code routine 
from Les Allan* 



HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED 
how much time is spent on the 
family computer when writing 
or debugging a program? well 
here's a chance to find out with 
a simple screen clock that can 
be u^ed either as a digital clock 
to keep an eye on things or as a 
time elapsed indicator. 

Buried away inside the 
computer is the Complex 
Interface Adaptor {CIA) chip 
which performs as weil as many- 
other things the Time of Day 
Clock (TOD). This is a special 
purpose timer for real time 
applications. The TOD consists 
of a 24 hour (AM/PM) clock 
with % 0 sec resolution being 
organised into 4 separate 
registers; lOths of a second, 
seconds, minutes, and hours. 
The AM/PM flag is located in 




SCREEN 




the MSB of the hours register. 

A specific sequence of 
events must be followed for the 
proper setting of the TOD. 
TOD is automatically stopped 
whenever a write is made to the 
MSB register and will not start 
again until a write to the lOths 
of a second register. This 
assures that the TOD will 
always start at any desired time 
since the entered time is frozen 
until the final write to the 10th 
of seconds is made. 



Window display 

This program creates a window 
in the top right hand side of the 
screen to continuously display 
the time. The interrupt routine 
is re-muted ro a machine code 
program located high in 
memory $CF08 so that every 
time cjn interrupt occurs the 



clock can be updated. The only 
limitation to this program is 
that the interrupt pointers must 
not be altered by any other 
program. 

The program works by 
taking the HEX value of data, 
converting it to binary coded 
decimal, carrying out a check 
to see if it is within the legal 
range and POKing into 
memory, Hex data has been 
used because it keeps the data 
statement tidy, makes it easier 
to read and is the working code 
of the machine. Providing that 
the final check sum is OK the 
machine code routine is 
activated and the display set to 
enter the correct time of day, 
Error trapping is again pro- 
vided to ensure that only the 
legal range of time can be 
entered. When the values have 
been correctly entered, press- 
ing any key will start the clock 
from that desired time. 



Combination changes 

The sequence has been 
arranged to create pleasant 
colours For the clock, border, 
screen and cursor as the prime 
purpose for this routine is to 



the machine code routine it is 
essential that no mistakes are 
made or the program will 
irrecoverably crash. It is 
therefore essential that a save is 
made before funning or 
changing these values. 



Clock colour 
Border colour 
Screen colour 
Cursor colour 



POKE 53113.0-15 
POKE 53183,0-15 
POKE 53188,0-15 
POKE 53193,0-15 











allow a check to be made on 
time when programming. 
However, if a change to these 
combinations is necessary then 
a few simple pokes is all that is 
recjui rpd . 

Warning!! 

As these locations are used by 



To turn on the screen clock at 
any time all that is required is to 
enter SYS 53000. To turn off the 
screen clock enter SYS 53200 or 
Press RUN /STOP and RF5TOKE 
keys simultaneously. 

Further information on the 
TOD can be found from (he 
Programmers ReferenceCuide 
Appendix M on page 431, 




Program Listing 



S REM **««NH**« SET UP M/C ROUTINE FDR CLOCK N « Hfl* H * « N 

3 t 

4 P0KE992BB , B i 1 ,0 

5 f»HINTCHH*< 147 >CHfi*<5 3 

6 PR ENTrPRlNTTAB* 41 -SETTING UP M>t ROUTINE FOR CLOCK* 
f PR I HT 1 PR I NT I PR I NT * F H I NT 

6 PR INTTAB C4 > "CLOCK COLOUR POKE S3U3,0-J3 B 

9 PRINT 

IB PRINTTftBCfl j -BORDER COLOUR POKE 53 163,6-15" 

II PRINT 

If PR I NTTft© <4>- SCREEN COLOUR POKE 33 169 r B-]3" 

13 PRINT 

14 PftlNTTAB<4 3 "CURSOR COLOUR POKE S3 I S3 ,0 -15" 

15 PR INT I PRINT I PRINT I PR INT. PR I NT I PR J NT 
IB FRINTTA9(9, "CLOCK ON SYB3300H* 

1 7 PRINT 

IB PR INTTAB f 9 > "CLOCK OFF SY553BBB ■ 

19 I 

Pf. ftl-M tt*H*«tt*W*««M««***« NEK LOADER * * •«•»« « tt#M H« H *#« M 

SI i 

BE ] NC«B ' GUM'S 

E3 REAOQAiP I FDA*» "END "THEN33 

24 ]FLEN<OA*>< }BANDDA*< > "END "THEN34 

E5 H-ASC (LEFTB< DA* j I > > I N I -*H-48>*l6l IFH>97THENH1»CH-3S J*IB 

3S H - ASC < R I GHT* < 04* F L > XHEXH-4B) I [FM >57THEW£- i M-33 > 

57 eCD»HJ*H£! rFBC0<B0RBC0^S9THEN3:4 

B B POKE 93000 + 1 NC F B CD i I NC - I NC + 1 1 SUM-GUM+BCD 

E9 GOTOS3 

» I 

3L HEM N««#*»Htl#ftlJ||ftft ERROR TRAP ROUTINE *■»*«*! »*■»««»»«* 

3? 1 

33 IFINC-B4SANDSUM-BBBB4THEN39 

34 PRJNTCHRtC |47 > "ERROR IN OATA BTftTEHE NT 

35 i 

3B REM M#MNNM*#M SET DP TIME OF DAY 
37 I 

35 6 YSS3BBB i POK EBB 3 35 , PEEK < 363 33 > AND I £7 
39 BKB*"*FORBK-ITOl4l0«*-BK*tCHH*< I57XNEHT 
48 5P*-" 'tOK* 
41 PR INTTAB (3 3 "SETTING UP " 

45 PR|NTCKR4<1?>CHR«< I 7 >TAfi < 7 3 "AM PM 'SP*M I 

43 lFAfW*-A« M QRAM*-'PM'THEN4S 

44 PR [ NTCHR* * i 45 t C HR* < I 45 JCHHBO 43>CHff*< 143 > r60T04£ 
43 A- IBB i IFLEFT#( AM*h I >- ■ A - THENA-0 i 

46 F R ] MTChR* r l 7 3 TAB ( 7 > " HOUR " BP B f * I NFUTHK * 

47 I FLEN(HR»>< JETHENFH I NTCH-RB< 143 >CHfl*< I 43 3CHR*< 143 >IG0T04€ 

48 T-IEIVALCLEFTBCHR*, I > > ♦ VAC <R 1 QHTBXHR* f J J J 

43 IFT> 19TMFNPR INTCMR0< |45>CttH»( I 45 >CHH*< J 45 J i B0T046 



51 

SE 
33 
94 
55 
5B 
57 
33 
59 
90 
El 
BE 
GO 
94 

es 

EE 
67 

se 

60 

70 
7 1 
7E 
70 
74 
75 
76 
77 
70 



POKE5S33I ,fl+T 

PRINTCHR«< 17 >TABCT> "MINUTES "SP*J I INPUTMI* 

tFLEN<MI*>< yeTMENFRINTCMR*t 145 3 CHR* < 143>CHR** 145 3 t GO TO 51 
T-16*VAL?LEFT*CMI#, 1 3 J+VAL<RI0HTB<MI* F l 3 J 
1 F T >89THENPR I NTCHR* U 45 3 OMR* ( 1 43 >CHR* < 1 45 > I GO TO 3 1 
PDKE90330 ,T 

PRINTCMR*( 17 )TA6<7) "SECONDS "SP*> ' INPUTBE* 

I FLEN <SE*3<>£ TMENP R I NTCHR * < J 4 3 > CHR* I 1 45 > CHR* < 1 43 > 1 QDTDSB 
T" L B *VAL <LEFT1( 9E* , I > > • VAL < R I BUT* < SE*, 1 > > 
I F T >B9THENPR E NTCHR* ( M3>QHR«< 145?CHR*< 143 i ' 0QTTJ56 
FDKE563E9 ,T 

PRINTCHR9< 17>CMR*< 17>CXR*C17 3TAB<6> "ANY KEY TO START" 
BETKE Y* I IFKEY*-" "THEN6E 
P0KE393BB ,B 

SY8S3200 ■ REM SWITCH OFF CLOCK 
SYS33B0B ■ REM SWITCH ON CLOCK 
END 

REM »«««»«««»«# HCH OATA FOR H^C ROUTINE NIMINRKfl**** 



ei 

S3 



BE 
B7 



DATA A9 t EE iBD, BB ,CF , 70 * AO t 1 4 j B 3 , BO , E B r CF,fl9,BE,BO , 14 
DATA 13/ AD , 1S> B 3 ,SDjE7 , CF . A0 ,CF < BO , I 5 , B3 P tS@ ,60 , 3 I * E A 
DATA 78 , AO , E6 ,CF , BO , I 4 , 03 , AO , £7 r CF , BO , I5 F B3 ,90 ,60 ^ AD 
DATA I B ,OB r E9 ,F9 , 4A ,4A ,S5 ,FE , A3 , I C * 03 ^D, AB , BB # AD , 00 
DATA DC,4B,BB,7F , AP F B A t BB , B B r C F , AD ,BA r 0C > SB sBE , CF F AO 
DATA 0O F DC x A2 * AE r BB , BB , CF , AD , 00 1 DC , EH , 33 ,CF ,69 ,10,03 
OATA AB j- BB r EC r A9 ,01 j SB 1 37 j. CF s AS , BO F 0 I #FD # A3 ,DF ,69 F FE 
DATA A9 , 8F ,^1, FD , BB , IB, FO > 90 ^ E B ,CF ,4B,£0,OF ,CF,BB,E0 
DATA B3,CF J BA r a0,07,CF,60,4ft F 4A,4A,4A,a3,0F J flB,Be J 01 
DATA FO ,CS ,€« r €£ r EE r EF ,fla ,BI ,60,0E ,DC r AO ,SB ,CR ,CB ,EE 
DATA DB, I 4 , E E r BB , CF F £0,44 ,E9, AE jflB r B0 F E3, CF j FB,B7 ,E0 
DATA DB F FF F EB r 4C , BE h CF , AB ,BF ,BD ,£fl , D6 , AS ,0C ,« ,E I ,H 
DATA AS,BI ,BD,BB,BS F 4C,37,CF,ae,44,ES,A9 F 6E r eO,B0,OB 
DATA BO , 09 ,0? f A3 * 06 ,HD,£1 ,OB . 4C , £0 , CF , B5 , BB ,BB ,EB ,?9 
OATA EB,BB, lE,£0,43,4a,4O F EB F 3E,34,£B,£0*B0,43,4C,4F 
DATA 43,4B,EB, 1 1 , 1 1 ,S2 ,60 ,M 
OATA END 
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THE COMMODORE 64 IS A VERY 
sophisticated computer; its sound and 
graphics capabilities make it one of the 
best devices available to the home user. 
But, why r oh why was the machine not 
finished with a state of the art BASIC? This, 
it seems was an over-sight, in an effort on 
the parr of Commodore to get a 64K 
computer "out the door" earlier, in case 
they were beaten to the punch by 
Japanese Cowboys or English whizz-kids. 
Specification is everything these days 
though, so we are stuck with superb 
facilities that cannot be easily accessed. 
Or can they? For graphics, we can 
purchase software solutions to our 
hardware problems in the form of 



cs software. 



Graphics Software 

Let me demonstrate how a problem to a 
novice can be easily overcome with 
software. To draw a line on a computer 
you have to (a) PLOT an invisible point 
and (b) DRAW from that point to another 



point, and for both of those points you 
need precise co-ordinates like so: 

10 PLOT 100,100 
20 DRAW 50,5 

This means you've instructed the 
computer to go from the bottom left of 
the screen (0,8) to 100 pixels across to the 
right and 100 pixels upwards (100,100) 
without making any marks on the screen 
(PLOT). Then from 100,100 drawing a line 
50 pixels up, producing a diagonal line 
from 100,100 to 150,150, I don't know 
about you, but this kind of thing gives me 
a headache after the 40Oth line of my 



drawing. 

The same problem on the same 64 
becomes simple when you boot up your 
graphics program, like PAINTPIC from 
Kuma. You can select t he "line" option> 
move the cursor with your joystick or keys 
to the start position, mark it and move to 
the finish position. The second method is 
more accurate and less work, especially in 
complex drawings where you don't *ant 
to have to work out the exjn co-ordinates 
of single pixels. 

There are essentially three types of 
graphics software available to the 64 user: 
Draw or painting programs, languages, 
and Games Designers or Sprite Editors. 

Draw programs 

(With Draw programs, or "painting" 
programs as they are sometimes known, 
the process of producing graphics screens 
lor titles for your programs is reduced to 
merely "drawing ' your design directly 
onto the screen, a bit like the old Etch- 
a-sketch gadgets. They are however a bit 
more sophisticated than that, as you have 
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the facility to colour individual pixels or 
lines, or even whole blocks of the screen 
at will. 

There are quite a few draw packages 
available now, DOODLE by Quicksifva, 
for instance. This is a disc based drawing 
system, and as such , is quite advanced (if a 
teeny bit slow.) You can perform a great 
many juggling acts with a drawing; 
copying a section to ''stamp" all over the 
screen, or use as a brushpoint, "box", 
"line" and "circle" modes, and 
something called ZOOM, which enlarges 
an area of the screen, to allow you to draw 
with greater precision. 

Another two similar packages are the 
cassette based systems, PAIN) PIC by 
Kuma and PANORAMA by TafenL Of 
the two I find PAINTPIC the better, 
inspite of the fact it's less user-friendly 
that PANORAMA, in part because 
PANORAMA has some really annoying 
sounds in it. Why do you need sound in a 
drawing program? I find myself asking the 
same question. The cursor stutters across 
the screen to a kind of synthetic bell 
sound, which on auto-repeat clatters like 
an empty machine-gun. In the end I had 
to turn the sound off to concentrate. Not 
only that, but if you make any mistake like 
entering an option which is not available, 
you get the most horrendous noise. I 
don't know what it's meant to represent, 
but to me it sounds like a metallic 
squirrel being cut in half by a circular 
saw in an echo chamber! (Screeekra- 
nnnnnnnnnnnngggssshhhhhhhhhh!t!) 





PAINTPIC is a far quieter piece of kit It 
is fast, accurateand colourful, making full 
use of the Commodore's capacity for 
multicoloured drawings, li'i a shame the 
mdnual so difficult to understand. 

The last piece I looked at was 
something called ROLF HARRIS' 
PICTURE BUILDER. This is a kind of 
computer aided nursery block program 
from the originators of the machine itself. 
You can use the character blocks on the 
machines keyboard to build up pictures 
of low-res or character graphics. Simple 
stuff, you may say, but computer 
education must begin somewhere, so why 
not with toddlers? 
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friendly. GAMES CREATOR allows the 
user to define his own sprites, back- 
grounds, bullets and sound effects, even 
music, with no difficulty. And they're not 
just simple effects either! You ve £Ot 
jumping and gravity effects, scrolling 
backgrounds, animated sprites, full 
Length musical pieces and explosive, not 



need to drive all your new games usmu 
the master program. OK, so you can t sell 
your game and become rich, but you can 
re-design your own favourite game. As 
I his type of program goes GAMES 
CREATOR is verv Rood. 

GO SPRITE is a bright and racy sprite 
creation and animation package, with lots 
of icons and a rrows pointing to applicable 
parts of the screen. It displays the 



different "frames" of your sprite like 
frames of film, and animates them while 
you watch. You alter the spriteeither with 
keyboard controls or a joystick, moving 
the cursor to the facility you want to use 
and pressing the fire button. Of this type 
of program , Go Sprite is the best I've seen. 

Two other packages are not so good 
GRAPHICS MASTER is OK but nothing 
new and a bit oddly laid out. It does 
however have more colour combinations 
than many other sprite editors I've seen, 

GRAPHICS DESIGNER is possibly the 
most erratic piece of software I've ever 
seen. It is "User-violent N , in that at no 
time do you know what it is that 
I he program is doing! The flimsy manual is 
garbled and the on screen prompts 
evasive. For instance, what would you 
make of the phrase "R". I know what I'd 
say! 



Drawing to an end 



The applications of these pieces is up to 
you. It is possible to use them for games, 
business graphics, animated cartoons or 
even art for its own sake. I sugE^ 1 lnat 
before you buy any package that you 
match its facilities with your still and your 



neeos. 

One last point. I m fed up with people 
buying draw programs and doing 
' abstract computer art" or 'computer- 
type" pictures; using an art program likea 
computer instead of using a computer 
like an artistic took For goodness sake, 
when you buy a draw program, DRAW! 
Be creative. Don't just dcwdle. There 
aren't nearly enough people in the world 
who know about computers and the arts, 
so there's plenty of room for you in the 
computer art world of the future. 
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for your 64 

Computers, like people, are fallible. They need the right 
combination of code and care to perform effectively in the 
business or the home, And that requires first hand knowledge 
from you to create a healthy operating environment for your 

Commodore 64- 

Knowledge about machine language, about the lesser known 
qualities of the 64, about the disc drives, graphics, and about the 
tricks and tips to keep your 64 on line. That's why First Publishing 
has now launched in the UK a series of high quality books and 
software packages to provide a complete health care kit for your 
64. Commodore 64 users throughout Europe have already found it 

a tonic. We think you will, too. 



ri-oT i\ brochure on nil l h c Commodore ■ li^iks Hoflware packages available fron^ 
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Simon Rockman calls up 
Commodore's new number, 
Compunet, an on-line 
database service for the 
Commodore 64* 



COMPUNET IS THE B1GGE5T THING 
that has happened to the Commodore 64 
s i n ce t h e m ach i n e was i aii n ched two yea r s 
ago. When you buy the Commodore 
communications modem you get a year's 
free subscription to the new database 
service. Anyone who is used to dial-up 
databases will find Compunet a cross 
between PRESTEL and bulletin boards, 
PRESTEL is a passive system where only 
specially authorised people (Information 
Providers (IP's) are allowed to put up 
pages; however, Compunet has had a 
section called "The jungle". 

Here anyone can put up a page of text 
or a program and charge for it. When 
another user wants to read that paf?e or to 
load that program they can buy it. The 
money is automatically debited from their 
account with half of it going rothe person 
who provided the information and the 
other half to Compunet. The maximum 
price for a page is £999,99, 

When dealing with large sums like this 
the system needs to be secure against the 
intruders and hackers who could put up a 
page under their own name and then use 
a stolen ID and password to read it. 
Compunet is one of the most secure pub- 
lic systems invented. Every Compunet 
modem has its own fingerprint, a code 
number built into it which is specific to 
your ID, To use a different account you 
need a different modem. This level of 
security should open the door to major* 
transactions such as booking holidays and 
home banking. The system sounds great 
so lets look at what happens when you go 
to use it. 

Compunet in use 

After the small black box arrives from 
Commodore you rush to the computer 
and unwrap the package. The manual is a 
single flimsy sheet of paper, the rest of it is 
on the system. (I have never understood 
why people still like using paper 
directories when they could use the 
computer ihey are talking to do the work 
of looking things up Tor them). The 
modem contains an 8K ROM, This holds 
your secret serial number and some of the 
routines necessary for a conversion 
with the Compunet mainframe. The rest 
of the routines need to be loaded, from 
tape, disc or from the mainframe itself. It 
is in this lasi form that the program is first 
sent to you. 

To call up the mainframe you simply 
press shifted C return; this is the connect 
command and prompts you with the 
question "Dial Number?". Depending on 
where you art- in the UK you dial a 
telephone number given in the leaflet 
which comes with the modem. The 
modem then dials the number out like a 





normal telephone. When the modem 
finishes dialling it prompts you with the 
message, "Connecting' and then the 
border changes colour as it connects. 
Compunet does not have a mainframe to 
itself (although this is supposed to 
chance); it shares time on a DEC 10 
mainframe owned bv ADP computer 
services, whose telephone line it also uses. 
While the two computers seem to be 
doing nothing during logging in they are 
in fact chatting away, logging you into the 
correct area of the DEC and establishing 
who you are (from the code number in 
your modem). 

When these formalities are completed, 
Compunet asks you for your ID and 
password. The ID is an eight letter code 
which is used to identify you as the source 
of any information which you upload. At 
the moment the password can only be 
changed by Compunet; however the 
facility for the user to change the pass- 
word will become available and will add 
an extra level of security. 



Once logged in, Compunet does 
the clever trick of interrogating your r 64. It 
finds out what software you have loaded 
before you logged in. If you have the 
latest version oF the extra software the 
system lets you straight through, tf you 
have not got anything soft loaded (loaded 
from tape or disc) then Compunet sends 
you the software you need. This is called 
linking and takes a little while. The 
process is a little slower than using a 1541 
disc drive and so, although disc users may 
decide to save on the cost of the tele- 
phone call, tape users may decide to link 
every time they log in rather than wait for 
cassette tape to load. If the extra software 
has been updated since you last saved it 
the system will send you an update. 

Because the mainframe always knows 
what system you are using (a Commodore 
64) it can send you routines and expect 
you to be able to run them. It would be 
possible for you to have a program which 
shares the work between the mainframe 
and the micro. This would speed up any 
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games which Involved player to player 
interaction. The mainframe could just 
send a code and (he software in the micro 
would translate it into a sequence of 
movements. This is looking to the future; 
there is a fair bit on Compunet as it is. 

The Jungle is fine for posting 
announcements, but you may want 
to send a private message to a few friends. 
For this there is the Courier service. This 
allows you to send the same information 
to up to five people. When one of them 
logs in a small letter box appears on the 
titfe page to tell them that there is mail 
waiting. The first page of the letter shows 
the recipient who else has had the same 
letter. No charge has yet been an nounced 
but this is likely to be an inexpensive 
service. 

Fun and games 

Besides all the boring betting, home 
banking and estate agent services which 
make the database profitable for the 
owners, there is Compucat, a database of 
rumour and gossip which is run by a 
computer freaK who seems to know some 
very important people, 

Compucat is not to be confused with 
Comp-U-Card, a discount ordering 
scheme which allows you to buy over the 
modem with a reasonable discount. 
Because Comp-U-Card requires a 
scrolling screen the system has to send 
you some special software, called a link, 
which supplements the Compunet 
software. 

A similar link is used for the systems 
adventure game. This is MUD: standing 
for Multi-User Dungeon, it is the best 



adventure game written. The vocabulary 
is much better than that of the Hobbit 
and the lexical analysis allows for 
commands like "Get it' and "Kill Him". 
There are three types of objects: items 
like the crown and swords which can 
be carried, mobiles — computer 
generated assailants which can 
be fought and may be carrying treasure 
which can be adaed to your haul and, 
thirdly, real people. Other players enter 
the same fantasy land ; you can follow, talk 
to, fight with or even kiss the other 
players. MUD is huge; some people get 
really addicted to it, fivingasan enchanter 
or Necromancer is much more fun than 
being a computer programmer. There are 
so many facets to MUD that it is 
impossible to cover them in any one 
article; the best way to find out about it is 
to plav it. Good luck 

Thor the Wizard has just disappeared 
in a puff of smoke, — * 




Ntck Green, Compunet** ideas man 



If you need some help 
in creating your own 
games, follow this 
new series from David 
Rees* 



IN THE FOLLOWING SERIES, I 
hope to be able to give you an 
insig.hl into creating your own 
fast, impressive and well 
packaged action games. The 
series contains four parts, the 
first three of which will contain 
ideas, examples and sub- 
routines. 

Part one deals with the 
foreground, probably the most 
important pjrt of any .action 
game, This em com passes the 
objects which are to move, 
acting out (1) instructions from 
you (the good guy); (2) your 
indirect instructions (eg. your 
laser bolt, or (3) the computer's 
logic {the bad guys) 

The first thing to consider 
concerning the foreground rs 
tactics and, more especially, 
their limitations. It is very easy 
to make a game where you 



GAMESMANSHIP 


wipe out the enemy in one fell 
swoop, but this would not be 
challenging enough. Thus., a 
game has to be difficult to 
make it more fun. There are 
two ways to make a game more 
challenging! you can make the 
enemy more intelligent or 
vicious, or you can limit your 
o w n m ovem e n t /wea po n r y . 
The second choice is better in 
this case as it speeds up the 


included some machine code 
subroutines. An explanation of 
each one follows. Note that the 
first listing gives a general way 
to POKE the machine code to 
memory. You can put as many 
routines as you want into 
memory, in any order, and at 
any sensible location with ihe 
following limitations: each 
routine is no more lhan 256 
bytes long so it is easier if all the 


reset before using the routines. 
Routine one: on using this 
routine via SYS (routine start), 
every sprite that you want to 
move will be moved by a 
predetermined amount in X 
and/or Y directions. The 
routine is very quick, as you can 
POKE in values before the main 
part of the game starts, as well 
as during it. POKE registers as 
below: 


game. Intelligence, or enemy 
weaponary, takes up plenty of 
processing time and would 
turn a BASIC game into a slow 
joke. Once this foreground 
format is decided, you can start 
on the background {which part 
two will cover). 

Now the formal is decided, 
you have to implement it. It is 
up to you how you do this, but 
to help speed things up, 1 have 




POKE 52992+(sprite no.) 
POKE 52993+jsprite no.) 
POKE 53003+(spnte no ) 
POKE 53009+(sprite no.) 


*2, X increment 

x2, X add(O) or subtract {1} 

x2, Y increment 

x2, Y add(O) or subtract (1) 


routines are spaced this 
distance apart; the code is used 
by SYS 'start of the code 
subroutine'; bytes used in 
locations 52992-53247 must be 


Routine two: this measures 
whether a collision has 
occurred between up to eight 
pairs of sprites that have been 
defined beforehand. Sprite 
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R£M*C-ifiME MACHINE CODE* 
REM*SUBROUTINES PRT 1* 
REM* BV * 

REM* DAVID REES * 

71 H 



519 
520 
539 
540 



999 
1000 
1 0 1 0 

1 02@ 
1939 

1 |7i4y 

1859 
1969 
1070 

1 086 
1839 
1 1 99 
1110 
1129 
1130 



FORN=1TO6 : T*0 

F0RM«6T025S > REflDfl : IFRC0THEM539 
PQK£48896+N*256+fl i R : T=1>H : NEXT 
PRINT" WTO TRL FOR ROUTINE "N" IS 
PRINT" IT SHOULD BE "fVN> 
IFHS-2THENEND 
NEXTN 

REM* ROUTINE 1 * 
REM*SPRITE MOVE* 
DRTR 169-1,1 33 , 25 1 , 1 69 > 
DRTR37,251,249,2, 169. 1 
DRTR 185,, 293, 190, 1,207 
HRTR249 ,12,24,121,.- 297 



"T 



173, 16,293 
133,252 
224,9 
144,3,24 
:49, ,297 



1 199 



DRTR230 1 252 , 24 , 1 44 , 9 , 5b , \ 
DflTR 176 .2-1 98 .■ 252 ■ 24 , 1 53 , , 293 
DATA 165 , 252, 41 , 1 > 249, 3, 165, 251 
DATA 13/ 16,298,24, 144,7, 165,251 
DATA73 , 255 , 45 1 1 6 * 293 ,141,16, 293 
BflTR 1 35 , 1 , 203 , 1 99 , 1 7 , 297 , 224 , 9 
DRTR249,7,24, 121 , 16,297,24, 144,4 
HRTR56,249, 16, 207, 24, 153, 1,298 
BRTR6 ,251 , 209 , 290 , 1 92 ,16, 29:? , 1 54 
DRTR9S, -1 

REM* ROUTINE 2 * 

REMiSPR I TE /SPRITE COLL. I SIGN* 



1 2^0 DRTR 1 73 , 32 .■ 207 , 4 1 , 7 ,141, 32 , 2tf7 

1219 DflTR 1 60 , , 1 32 ,2,1 35 , 33 , 7 , 29 1 , S 

1220 DRTR249 ■ 111,24, 18,24, 168,24,74,^4 
1 239 DRTR 1 79 , 169 , 1 , 224 , , 249 , 6 , 24 , 1 1? , 24 
1249 DflTR202,20S,259,45, 16,293 

125© DRTR249. 2, 169, 123, 133,251 , 1*5, , 208 

126R DRTR24,74,24, 191,251 ,24 

1279 DRTR 141, 258 , 207 , 1 85 , 1 , 208 , 24 , 74 ■ 24 

1239 DRTfi 14 1,25 1,207 

1290 DRTR164, 2, 185,41 ,297 

1 300 DRTR 2 4 , 1 9 , 24 , 1 63 , 24 , 74 , 24 

1310 DRTR 179, 169, 1,224, ,249,6,24, 10, ^4 

1320 HRTR202, 203, 259, 45, 16,293 

1339 DRTR249,2, l£9, 128- 133,251, 185>,208 

134* DRTR24,74,24, 101,251,24 

1 359 DRTR 1 4 1 , 252 , 207 > 1 85 , 1 , 298 , 24 , , 7 4 «24 

1360 DflTR 1 41 ,253,297 

1 379 DRTR24 , 144 , 6 , 24 , 1 44 , 1 36 , 24 ,144, r / 

1 380 DRTR 1 73 , 259, 297, 56, 237, 252 > 297 
1399 DRTR176, 2,73, 255, 24, 172,32,297 
1490 DRTR 192, , 249, 5, 74, 24, 136*208*251 

1419 DRTR291 , , 249, 5, 169, , 24^ 144^2 

1 420 DRTR 1 69 ,1,1 33 , 253 , 1 73 .« 25 1 , 207 
1430 DRTR56,237,253,297, 176,2,73,255 
1449 DRTR24, 172, 32 297, 192, , 249, 5, 74 
1459 DRTR24, 236, 203, 25 1,201 , ,249,5, 169, 
1 4^0 DATA24 , 144 , 2 , 169 , 1 , 37 , 253 

1465 DRTR24, 144,2, 169, , 164,2 

147" IiRTHl53,49,297,200, 192/8,208/ 1*1 

1439 DRTR 169, * 169, ,24, 121,49,297,24,290 

1 49m DRTR 192,3, 293 , 246 ,96,-2 

RERUV. . . 
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one of the colliding pair has its 
number POKEd to 53025+pair 
no ; sprite two's value is POKEd 
to 53033+pair no. The result [1 = 
collision) is PEEKed from 
53041+pair no, and in addition, 
by PEEKing 780 directly using 
this routine, the number of 
collisions detected will be 
given. This is a very quick way 
of rolling If a collision has 
occurred during that go. The 
last register that you need to 
know about is 53024, which 
controls the proximity of the 
collision (how close the 
objects' centres have to be for a 
collision). When POKEing a 
value here, zero gives a range 
of two pixels; one gives four 
pixels, two gives eight pixels 
etc. 

If I have not explained this 
dearly enough, listing I tiives 

examples of how to use each 
routine. 

Next month: Scrolling, 
sprite/background collisions 
and gunshots. 





Program Listing 2 



REGISTERS 



1 REM****'************:*** 

2 REM* EXAMPLES OF USE * 

3 REM* OF * 

4 REM#QftME MACHINE CODE* 

5 REM*SUBRGUTINES PRT 1* 

6 REM* BY * 

7 REM* DAVID REES * 

8 PEM******************* 
* REM* criK START BYTES* 

18 Ri«49152:R2-49152+256 
13 REM*SET UP ROUTINE 1 

19 REM*X ADD 
26 FOR H=@ TO 7 
3y P0KE52992+N*2 , RNB < 1 > *4 
40 NEXT 

49 REM* ADD/SUBTRACT 

50 FOR N-@ TO 7 
60 P0KE52993+N*2 
70 NEXT 

79 REM*V ADD 

80 FOR N=0 TO 7 
90 PDKE53003+N*2.. 
100 NEXT 

REM* ADD/SUBTRACT 
FOR N*0 TO 7 
12@ POKE53069+N*2, INT<RND<1>#2) 
136 NEXT 

139 REM*SH0W SPRITES 

1 40 V»53248 : POKEV+2 1 , 255 
150 FOR N=@ TO 15 

lbS P0KEV+N,RND<1>*255 
170 NEXT 



INKRND<1>*2> 



RND<1>*4 



180 POKEV+32,0 
FOR H=0 TO 7 
P0KEV+39+N/N+8 
N E I K T 

REM*SET UP ROUTINE 2 REGISTERS 
REM*PRECISION PIXELS 
P0KE53924 , 3 
REM*SPRITE NUMBERS* 
FOR N"8 TO 7 
P0KE53825+N/8 
NEXT 

POKE 5 SO 25 j 0 
POKE53033, 1 
POKE53025+1* 1 
POKE53033+1.2 
REM*CCLR HOME] 
PR I NT "IT 
P0KE7S0, 0 

SVSR1 : SVSR2 : T=T+1 • IFT>999THEN70O 
IFPEEK<780>-0THEN509 
FOR N=0 TO 1 

X*P£EK<53041+N) : IFXO0THEN560 
NEXT 
GOTO780 
X=V+N+39 

POKEX, <PEEK<X>+1>AND15 
P0KEX+ 1 , < PEEK ( X+ 1 ) + 1 > AND 1 5 
PRINT "HIT ON REGISTER "N 
GOTO500 
700 BUN 



200 

2 10 

298 
299 

300 

309 
310 
320 

<Z' 3 0 

340 
350 
360 
370 
479 
480 
490 

500 

510 

520 
530 



550 
560 
5?0 
530 
590 
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off alien and 
Hacks with 




this game from FX, 
Tout 



IN THIS CAME FOR THE 
Commodore 64, you control a 
powerful laser that runs on a 
track, You are, also, under 
attack from various aliens (and 
'things). 

To load the game, hit, 
shift/run-stop. Place the 
joystick in port 2: left = left; 
right = ri^hl; fire button = fire 
laser. 

You score 50 points for each 
alien you destroy and 100 
points for each bomb but, 
watch those bombs, they will 




blow up the track. Hit the 
damaged track or an alien and 
you lose a life. 



You star! with 1 lasers and 
get an extra one every 3rd 
wave. The game includes 13 



waves, 15 levels of difficulty, all 
8 sprites, screen scrolling and 
background music. 




Program Listing Part One 



3 ft IKT-^^MriMI Rt"tE MBIT" 

4 ir Hi' i >»* + + + 

m Fni(T-BiciiiFaihc«rDes3>PEW>i c**--: th€n« 

?• KWMIM*Tll««,(IIWNTK 
4* NtKTT 

M DATA3Bi,HS..*l,?l.3,1"»,0,l4] .ee.3rM.-l 

&5 data31B,134,.*i,bj .3. ie».*B.iA] ,iirM»,'« 

BB D ,vrBin,ft,l.4T,IBl,37,240,57,EBB,! ,147,173,3 . L4 7 , 21 ] . 1 ,1B« ,4-4 , £3B , B . l«rl« 

71 D*Tfm. NL r 4 jBfl,14T.I4l.3.I1*,l**,l47,i41,ft.Bll.lBfl,M,L4l,4.E]2,Lft3,l3,l 

If 

T 5 0*-™i« r * r i4«,:4i .[,Ht.1l5.I.I«,i*i,*,tlt-l«-l. H Br HL,i,]4f.7«.«,?3* 

H MtHI )U ,0 , I 4 1 . B, 14T . 14 I . fl , i 3 ■ ,*4 . 144 , E4E . - L 

lit *«Kf ar»e r BipaKE3TC9i.> 
m Fowr-4jTO«iire«** ,uf,ou 

130 PflK t J^ll 1 l*t,Ml»l« M s B |#4*T.LI'tWt«4«#*T r ClU-a 
L4ft ♦CUT I Frj«X37331 ,f I 

L» OATfleff,E|l,E4 r M,fl4,]t,29, 177, 14. EC ,fft,l( 
LB* MTAII.H.ll , 17,3?. it.»,trr r i,i,i.irH.t M«M 

■ «9 DATAEB , E 1 4 , L4 ,23 , I ?7 ., l< ,t* r «7 ,14,ll.f].ll.l +**T , It , EE , EE7 ,00 .0 . 1 , 4 ,*B ,2 L 4 . I 
t 

IT* nATAEfl, EL4, I 3, 34. 73, 3*, JW,Bl4, 13, 22, EE7,33,B3, |TT , I I , EE . ,2 L4 . EB . 1 . 1 ,1 

■ M &ATAafl,LTT,Ll.E3.3?7, Ift ,*B ,667 . 12 ,2 I . I 3* . 1 4 , I* ,«* , I B , 17 ,S7 . IE .« ,117,40 ,0 , 

1H nATA»,W,IE,*4,79,L4,4S,BE.31,W,lll.l*,3*,™^^ 

EN DrtTfWE,Wr r l4.EE,EE7,l4,EB.E14rl4r«.]77, L2 ,2B . EE7 . IF , E I , 1 = 4 .. : 4 . ±A . 2 14 . 3? 
EIB OATH*,*,* 

II* pittHtt.nr, l4.ES. L77.IB,El,Bl4 r l*,«B,17T, 10 ,JEE , EE7 , \M , I* , « . « L 7 , >7 . I • 
MR) 0*T*l7,lT r JE.17 r *T.I*.IB.«3rl*,*e,EE7.S4 r ».*.i.EB,«»TrM r BHB,B,EBj.*l*.»4 

4T4* C*lfta,B,B. 14,73.24 

f*M UTMI, IBB. Mr*. 0. 4.49,91, 10, 14. 73 . 1 2 , 32 , B4 , 1 1 ,M , t 77 , I B . fl ,fl ,4 
r"ED DBTAEB, EE7, LB, 2«. BE7,3l,Bft,»l4, IB, Eft, LT7, IE. 11, lS*,l*, IB. 83,14,17,37 ,31 
E7B DATA j 7. 37 , 10. 17.17. J*. 10,»S, IE, EE ,EET ,f« , E* , >*7 ,20 ,E1 , 177 ,2ft, IE, l«7,Bft 
9BB HEM* * * »SF» E *T p*Tn*iill 

9lB FOP. [ -0TO044E1 - 1 ■ «[WM I B3B *B4 ♦ [ .(HWHT 

9tB Crr^TA L£ ,€41 . 4B . IE ,E» , J* ,* , «9 , 36 . fl . 25B . 3B . * . iaa 

93B CUS7MB r 4,eB. LB ,4 ,0 , I* . 4 . M . 31 .0 ,05 , SB , B , A3 ,M ,0 , 15 , 4B , IE ,0B 

34» »T^B P ll,EiB.44>.l*.B.jE,l,«r» P «Hl7B H M.BrL7*.l*.4.iT4V r ia,4 P ]7B 

MB MTB1B.4 ,4S,»E,0,B.3E ,B 

3H DATM,4l,M,0, l7E.]B,lE,LT0,IS.Il,l'l,lflr L2 , 1 7fl . 3E ,0,40 , ** , 1 ,1 3S 
BVTB 0*TAf J 11 r 4ft ,4 , 699 . 48 .4 ,23S . 44 . • . 133 ,31 ,B ,29* . SB . B .BB ,II,lrltll 
3B4 DATAIF./K , 14 . Lff .6* r LB, l£,n.BB,l,t4r«trli r *9 r 3C.B I«.4.«,l*>* 
Hf DATM.11, l» r 4,B9 . IE .« . 32 . B ,B9 .3* r « r BA . 4B r 1B.E«.4«. I ■,«,«■ 
R»P nnTuji .44 , 3t . * . I 7fl . 3fi .■ B . 1 T . 31 ,l,llt,lt|4 ( 1 7B , IB .4 .4*. I*. 4,1 r » 

«ib m4-rBa,«B.32.B.em9.3£.*.?BB,4B. ie .ess .49 . ie .sii ,4« . l^.bb.js « .b .sb.b 

BEB CjhThB , B 1 Bi ,B , B ,B rt r V rC 1 . 1 ,1 r » r « H B,B r B.B .H .B,B.rH r (»l>tl«, LSE.3 

«*• 0*T*BB. IBE.S. JB3.lB»r3.ll9,l««,lH«H r iB«,*,BLl..l»*.ll,*99 .B.6.B«.BI.B 

B4B MTflfl ,B r«r*.B,l.B r » r «l r 1,1, B r fl . B - B 

BBB DftTftB ,B.».«.l.l.B,ll.l,l,B,B r «,B41,B,B,BB«,».l,«l9,]BE,l».B«.f;4B.I3,Jl».ll*,ll 

BBB Qfl-mi7*r1 l¥ , 1 1 , ITS r L If , 13, 17*. I IE. ll,lT*J, HI , 1 1 , i BB . 1 Li . 13,19.141,3 

B7B WTWiL^r L*B,B,19B r »,»,l*l,B.Br»,B.B,l r B,lS r il r B,B 

BBB HrtTflB ,« .« .B .1 .1 ,B,B4f .1.B.S33 iMJWilHi t* , BH . E4B ,B I , lift, 1*4 

B«« DATW91, I7B,BE.B4 , 1*1, 1 51 . 34 ,B*9 , 1 SI . 34 . 254 . 151 . 54 r 13A , t 5* , B4 . EBB) g I3JB 

tm 0*W«4,I*«, IBB, S3,LTl.l*.ll, lia , I E4 , 19 ,B» . »■ . 3 . ■ 19 , l" ,B , EBB 

fit c*TM,B,iB.a.B.e.e.B 

,EIBrlB»rM.33.1»l,lrl«rB,44aM.I44,l,*» r Birai,IM,l7B r 4rlll,14 

fifl.B. L,LT F l,l. Ill ,B,«r#*. 1,1. 14 rBir*r iBB. Br* rLflff.l. 1.1 Sir* r4^« ( " ( " 

74B DflTn]!4,fl,»rLB*r*,e,l9!,fl r ert»£,B.fl. L B 4 , B , B 

75B Dftl«3B7,lBlrllWr*l.|7.ie«r»r*lB,lE* r 32 2«.ZE«rl4r0lrl.Bl.EEBi,24«,B,IBl.,lB« 

7BB DnTn 3 i EE 1 r 3J P 14 , 1 , t ,iB*,» r * t B4 , B . • ,»4 ,«.«. ] 11 ,» r * r I H *% 1 9r L32 ,C , B , E3B,fl rl 

77B DATAJIH.Vrlr IBBJ ,1,1,391 r* r * t BIB . fl . fl . LB4 , B , B 

BBB v*l*m.V.t.t 9 9 e.6T.*.« P'.fv. I4r.e. IBS.S.Wl .BB . E33 r'S r«r«, 9, BB .4*.* 

BIB Cr4tll3 r LTBi,IB7, IB. IBB.241,,13. 1 M<M« .0* r I 7B , 1B7 

B7B MT**,4*,-5,BB,lB,B.aB-r2M,3,! ,l»r»,«r I" < »r« 

111 OyiTrt Lfl7 .B, IB9 .1 .1 rfl rBr* 

B4B f" T*B . B . B . 6 . BB . 1 . 1 . ? I " , |B1 , IB r IM r 9 , BB , E 19 .fl r233 , 3 ,BB r *« r 9i 
B34 OA 7*4», HI, 1,1 .41 r 3 r *3 r 1 71 r 1 17 ,B4 r IH , E4B . j 5 r L» 
B4« OA7AB4S,B3,17B, l*T r M , 41 .. 1 , B . «« .* , BB , E35 ,3 »f - 
•TBI 0*™«.«, IBB, a r 13 r M, IB7,B. lB9r«r«.l.B,B 

HI Cm™3,H.l,3 r EL9i H mg,B. IBB. B rBi r H5.B.Bl,gTI- .3.*, 61,1 . ■ 



e« £yM-*WB,ei,5r«i,4l,9,3 r i™,iaE,BB, isairiMs.Ba. jai r *4*,a, J7B . 1*2.11.43 ,3 

•M MTflBB.BBr3rl,E5a.B.Ba, l»» r 9,BB. I « ,W , 3 , IB , 1 M ,* , l« , fi , B . • .• .• 

9L« Onim.B, Br»rl,l, 1,1,1 r e,ai H » H *,BrB rBir»rai.*1.B,B,lr*r*rBrl .B.fl 

BC* DHTnB,B,l ,471,31,1,4 ,* r Bi,*,e,B , B ,» ,1 ,1 , 1 , 1 ,1 ,B , B , B , B ,fl , 1 ,1 , B , B ,*,B,B 

Air ruhTKB.i 

144J (MTP4B . B r Bi ,C , B . B ,fl ,* .• .« . 1 . B ,V ,* ,1 , B , B , B . fl ,« .« . B , B . B ,B> ,Bi ,1 

•34J CMTA4,B . 3* ,EB.E .fl ,4 ,C ,B , B .B ,e ,* , 1 , 1 . fl . • .1 .1 . B ,1 ,*l , B , B . 1 . • ,B , B 

MM HTM . fl 

B7B MTftfl.fl ,fli,B,B,B ,P ,» ,4J , 1 , fl , fl ,*,•, 1 , B , fl ,1 . 1 . B ,B ,« ,4) , B . fl 

BBB DnTn*.B ,B,*B, 1,1 ,4,1,1, fl,fl.B r «,B, B.B ,B ,*,« ,1 , 1 , 1 ,*,*,« * B , B , fl ttl ,1 , 1 . 1 

I BBB DnTWL IB, 3 .14 ,Ml,fl,14 ,fl4 ,B,Bl ,C4 ,*,«! ,14,1, L7,«I,B,E1 ,B 

IB3B DflTlW ,• . 1 , M ,4,1, 143, 1**,«, 31B , I E* , H . 1 ,1 ,• t* ,• . B . B 

3 BEB 04 T4MI ,« .* , 1 ,1 ,« , B , B , fl , fl ,1 ,B ,»,• ,« ,« , 1 , 1 .0 ,B 

3B3B 0*>T-*,B,B,B . O ,*,B .B .fl .31 .5 .F4 ,BH, I ,19 ,Bfl ,Bi,EI ,B 

3 B4B DAT-W . 1 ,1 ,3,3* ,* , 1 , 1 43 , L2« , B , 3 B7 , L BB , 1 , 31 ,1 ,* t B . fl . fl ,fl 

3 BBfl CMTHB ,« , B . B . • ,«l , B , 1 ,1 ,* ,• ,• , * ■ A ■ A ■ ■• , B . 1 . 1 ,1 ,» ,1 

1MB OHTM,fl,B,Bip«,e,B,l ,»,«,«. 1,1,B4,*4, I, B1,B«.3. El, 11 

LST* 0*T*?6 .6 .5.B,3B.B.1 . 137,111,1 . L9T , IBB ,fl .3* ,• . 1 .1 ,• ,• ,• 

LBM M t H .fl .fl ,fl .1 ,B .1 ,»,«,«, 1, 1,1 ,Bi,«hB,B,B 

law onTnB.B .1 ,B ,B .B ,fli,* ,B. 13B , 134*,*, Jl* ■• . L* , I SB . 1 .fl , L3*,« 

EBJBW DBTnfl , 131 , L3B,1>B ,B ,1 , B . B ,Bi ,1 ,1 

ml OMTAl,B,B,*,B,fl,e r Bi,B,B,B,l .1 . 1 ,B , B .B .1 

HU HTM .fl ,BJ,BJ„a ,B,B> 31,111,4, 19 ,4 ,3 ,B« , 4 , • . BB ,U 

EB3B DnTfl* , B0 ,6B , fl . B ,V ,1,1,1,1 ,1" ,* ,Bj 

BB4B DnTlM 1, B, 1. 1,1,1, 1, 1. 1, Bi,« hB, B, fl .»,Bi. I.E. «,l,fl, 

BBBB DrtTTW ,*,H,B, 1,1 ,*,1,1, lt r Ml ( BM ( IE, L» r IE. IS, 1*3 , ■* , ■ E , 3 Bfl ,• 

EBB1 DITH If ,3117,114 ,1 ,1 , B , fl , fl .•,*,«, B . B 

E17B D*™^ r #, .fl . fl ,4? .B . B . B ,B ,B ,* ,* , 1 . A .« .• .1 . 1 . 1 . 1 ,1,1 

1BBB (MTM,!,!,!.! .e.B.B ,fl .fl ,• ,«,«. 1 ,1,1 ,»,»,• ,B , B,B 

Mil MT444 r * ( B .. It* , I , 37B,B4 ,Bi , 1 7a , 1 . B . 41 . ft ,* , B . B . fl 

fflJM 0*T#B,A,B ,fl,fl ,ft.B ,fl .B ,B ,B ,»,*,B,a,B .B .ft.,ft,B,B 

3Bil OA 7ft B , fl , fl . fl ,* .■* , B . B . B . B ,B ,* , a . 1 . fl . fl . fl . ft ,* . 1 . 1 . 1 ,1 ,1 

3B4B -.c-n4B.fl.fl. L7B,B.5.13B.BB,<l r l7a,a,fl.4fl,Bi,ft.B,B,B 

3fl9fl MTH H I .fl ,fl,B,B,B.B.B ,B ,*,*,*,*, B,B ,B. ft, ft.l.B 

3M« DA7f,a,a.fl.ft,fli,*,B.B,B,B f l,*,*,fl,B,fl.a.ft,fli,B,B,B,ft,l,B 

IflTe Wh-t*4B .B .ft. L7B.B.B3 . 17B ,83,*, HI,! .* ,4*.B,B.B .B ,ft 

seen datm . % ,e,i ,• ,* , a . b . b . a ,a ,• .* , b . 1 b ., b . a 

4B43BI [MTM , ! ,t ,t , B , B , B . ft B ,!,•,*,•, B j B , ft ,ft , B , B ,ft ,34 ,1.1 

44311 Dntnl,IJrlH, I BB , fl , ft p ft ,* , 34 . B ,B ,1 ,1 , B , B 

4BBB DflTPIB ,»,• ,« ,« ,1 .!,»,•,•,•,*.■ ,» ,• ,• ,• 

4B3B DnTM ,fl ,• ,1,1,1,1 ,*,»,• ,B,B,B l,l,fli,BI,«, fl.B, * ,«,B,B ,»,! 

4B4B WITM ,ft ,« . 4E ,1 , fl , B . 8 . ft , B . B . fl ,fl ,« , 1 , 1 ■ 1 

4BM QflT^f ,| ,F\,R.B.fl ,B,E.,B,B . B.fl. ft, B ,B 

4 BIB LJfl-N»U,H.H. !,!,•,•,•,!," .ft,ft P ft,B.B,Bi,»ll,*.l,fl,*,ft,*HB,B .B..Bi,ft 

4B7B P«T*I ,B,B .B .B .e . E> 

4npn aBTtB,P .B..B .1 .ft.B.B ,B .1 .« ,B,B .n ,B ,e ,b,b .1 .fl . ft , B , fl . fl ,B ,ft ,1,1.3 

5BBB P 0KE332M . fl ■ BOKCB3EB 3 WW ' 

»BI H^EBStBl ,fliWE331flfl,*l4^l^'JflflB*l IWHIUCtlOrflr 

9M9 WWl LHE* Br t 11 TOUT, flJU COf«f7H»34, ■ I 

9«Lft «UHT-3J ft IMIIFUI. LJWW* T14*T It** OH A TW*C* -I 

402ft nilNT'flJ BO mi fH UMtt* ATTA» FHDH UMIOUI »J 

90M WtlMT'fc NLlfM (ft 7HIW1). JfrTftTIO %H MMT E »| 

3030 FWIMT-H LClTltP-T Ht0rtT-ll311HT Py31 TO F1M UWCl'l 

a«33 F«|MT-t rau ttOKW 9ft ftTB FOB EACH i"iL 3 EH TOU ■! 

3*40 FW|Mt-JB Ht3T3IOT , AW IH PTE POBt BACH BOW.BUT "J 

3443 FUlMT-k, LWTCM t>4fi*E B0f41 , THE 7 HILL BCjOW 

WW F13HT-J1 T*4T TB4CF , Mir THE OAMM3CD TWACK. AH3 "( 

*B5B FB3HT - |i 71JU LOBE * Lirr. hi I f ftH ni-IEH A#4Q YTX1 ') 

94MB F13NT-H MILL ALBO COSE H L [Ft , TOVI BTAUT til TW »«, 

HUB FB IHT'fc LrtBCBfl,AHD OCT AH IK1WH Offlt «V**Y 3 IB ■/ 

H7I PriNI-l rtivt. THffte ABE 13 M4V«1,33 UEVfXB OIF ** 

3B73 FBIKT-ti 0 3FF ICULT^.ALL E [BUT WWW 1 Tt* ,*C*tfH "J 

aBBB pxiNT-i scMOll L** .AND fl*c,<i»nuh4i o*is:r fT> *l 

3119 BH-CKT'ki FRESH BFACE TO LO«C3 BIHT 'ircKLllt.ft 

BBBB SETHI • 3 FA»« - ■ TMCH5BH 

IPAflB p "■TWCF* r QK E33IB1 ,-4 I (B'Dsmt 

*WE I BB , fl I "0KCB3 ] , 13 H kJMEl 




64 Game 




Program Information 



Part 1 




10 — 


499 


500 — 


4060 


5000 - 





Part 2 




5 


— 499 


30000 


— 35119 


39999 


— 49320 


Part 3 




1 - 


- 130 


200 


— — — 


500 - 


- 530 


1000 - 


_ — — 


4 (MX) 


— 4099 


500 


— 5099 


7005 


— 7110 


7700 


- eoio 


6300 


— S310 


9100 


— 9799 


9600 


-9960 


10000 


— 10199 


20000 




27000 


— 27010 


40000 


— 40120 


60000 


— 60130 


62000 


— 620&0 


63000 





Music (interrupt and data) 
Sprite data 
Instructions 



Download U.D.Cs 
Sprite data 

M/Code data (REMmed) 



Clr sound and set variables 

Define function 

Set sprite variables and colour 

Co to title page, clr regs. 

Main routine 

Check if track damaged 

Check if bomb hit track 

Check collision regs 

Sound 

Change aliens for waves 
Cleared wave If! 
Screen 

laser hit and decrement lives 

Came over 

Score, Jives, etc. 

Title page 

Key reference 

Came intro 




Variables 



HI = high score 
DD = wave counter 
WA = wave 
31 = rn/c address 
WE = collision reg 
L = lives 

RR - music counter 



LD = level of difficulty 
V = sprfte variable 
N ■ screen position 
L = joystick 
5C = score 

S1,S2,S3 = sound regs 
EN - enemies 



Please type in parts 1,2 and 3 
separately and save each one 
before running the program. 

All the machine code 
routines are REMmed so you 
may be able to use them in your 
own routines. 

Once the title page appears 
you will notice that you have 
the choice of the following: 
F1 Increase speed of aliens 
(LD) 

F3 Increase number of aliens 

per wave (EN) 
F5 Music on 
F7 Music off 
Clr/home set 

K Key reference (if you 
forget) 




Final ly, you can have as 
many aliens as you wish: the 
minimum is 10, the maximum is 
whatever you decide. 




Program Listing , Part Two 



} WHStlt.tirSKIHIII.JIPPLHT-l^^^^ PLEASE WAIT* 

if cwr<cc-«i*-a 
■m ">f i F «l * < i f t*.\zt i 

« PDf«-«TanillKKl L MH>1, PEER «1U4t*t) ■ HTJHT 
» ran i l , rctm 1 )HW 
M P£*«M334 , PEEK <M334 >□! 1 

ih Mmi»y..T-T*ii irAKO-i-mcwwLcicnp^iT,nKi«-cc*i4fMifOTD«H 

■ •l *»l**TOMt«TCP'il*»l««»*l*ni«PEEKm><PtMi|.B F*Ml«KT 

IH DrlTM , V 1 1 if pf rl 

IH DrtTftj.il. I M.. 53. 13, If? , \*7,*±±. I £6 r £AB r B4.1,E4 i .EES 

111 WlTUEB,girlfl.lH.i»rl«t,lMJ39,t4MII, j BB . 163- ,£4*,L*,E . 17 , E3H 

HI WTt 1 1 E . I 4£ .■ II ,13! rlrllt.l 9fJ •) ,• ,6 P -l P 3 , 1 S . j £7 . Ijfl ,63 

in rmrnm ,e . im ,b3£ .ebb f £»:j,*33,f33 ,t r *,«,]it,t«,iv .«.*,E5E 

I H HrM , fl , f 4 ,*# , E4 . 1 ,6 rfll 
L* DaT*1M j L11 ( l, 34 , ££6 .. EE , 19 . E33 

L» MTUH.t»,l»S. |fl3,IB3,113,lM,M=,M=,Ea6,LM,ll5,iia,l»,l*5,lil3 
L41 DftTA L , I ,T , , 9 1 , 13 , nr , »9 , £34 P *W , 1BE . £46 F E46 .IE* „ 1 11 , IH 
■.45 0ATA» Fr 14T P rM,«S3 P *44 P Ma.£a» P ESB,£Ba . EM ,E33 , E33 , *33 ,«W ,* +T , H 1 
1 71 QftTftf-^S ,#3^1 , W 33 ,. 133 r £3* , £BB . £63» ,£:1B 

4Pf rHHTft • I 

1MB* ■<■ Ofr I —6 TO 1 17 ■ MftQAiPW.EE 1 B *44 + [ .. ft i nn -rr r ! . P, I K T 
MM I UTM,l,t,I,I,Irl 
MME MTM r ■ r 1 .. B .. fl . >3 .<0 
]*U1 £]ftTAB P B P B,a .B . 16,6 
HH4 »TM,4l.(,r«,l,l 
36BBB 0ftTftM p B p B,SE,l£6..lB,94 
HUH WVTftdEB.E , J7B r»,f, 111,1 
HIH »TH,H,l,lrll,f,17 

3**96 .S**. LH#M * 

1IMI MMfH r lHJ>l«,B,l. JB,6 
3 Hi 1 1 rJft ippp p u , jb ,b r e ,0,11 
IHll HTt« r |,t,l.l,l.l 
JBHI-J JUTft ]■ B 

3«ei3 p*rftaf ,».,i P «. ]M,i6,» 

MlLft rf> iM .i . : ft .o .b . itm e 

Mlt7 HTH,H,I,IJI,I,IT 

Mill 0*7(4*61 ,fli . LIB .£BE .£46, 4-7, E3B 

JMiB DfrTA£i4 . |6B,B r IU,» 1:11.1 

!HH FC* [ •fTHI ' K AO ft I PVCE 1 1*1* ♦ I ,*l Ot<C + J ♦*< P4T.J1 T 

ipf 9t gpTftfj ,* r * ,«,* F ( ,« ,* ,6 ,M F I , I r fc ,6 ,« ,« , El . B . * ,« . 1 , 1 ,11 ,» 

HNl OATA| ,i|Ffl P 6 P f) r |P P A P 6 r 6,B P B..B,B ,6,6, 6,B,B, 6, 6, 6, 1,1, 4,6,6,6 

g*Tip 

F0»I»6T1(M33 IBE«O*l^0«EE]3*B4+ I ,A>CC«CC+ HAIM7KT 

mTH,*,!,!,!,!,!,*,!,!,!.!,!,!,!,!^!,!,!,^,!,!,]},!,!! 111,141 

JB£EB DftTftB7.£« P I4* P LT»,«W P 17B, I T* P |«1 , 34 , ?4 P 9f , II , 1 71 , 138,3,133,1, 13,3, I 9B 
3 BE 3B DftTM* .6 K i B r r r c , e , P .. n , r . b . «i , r. .. n .. n . fl . ci 

31E4B DrtTr* ,f,t H l P ll r » P * P * P * P B ,B,1 r f> r »,B, 1,4| . | P f> r #»* , 1 ,J ,3JKJ ,• , 11,111, IM,47 
3*HI OftTftl7,»»4,4«, IT« p |'r«, ith . I , IC1,1, I 36 . I EB, IB, JTB P lEfl .. 3, J99 ,B . L«. 3, I BE, IE 
34. EM Q4TM , I WW , 13,3, tH .1,1,1,1 . fl ,BJ,B,B,B,B 

1MM E^TflB , B , B , B , 3B , 1 , B , 15 . B , B . 1B> L , I BE , J .. EE L r fH , 31 , j B J , tH .. M , 147 , 14 ,f3 r I 5S 
»«« 041^IlC P |||,in,l4B,IBa.Eai,L£l r fl3 P Ell,M,M,lll P llB,M,IM P ,4l > E« r L«3 P M 
MriB Dh™j5,E]t,EEB,B, III.IB . i .iJL ,*4,H . 1M .« r », |B« .* .» r f p H, Jt ,H r e 

D»TM.1I,B,I,]M.I P 1 .IB,l4 P T,lir r l44 < 19 r Ln p M,M,«S r t>« P «3,tl!t,f»,*> P l4l 
« D*, T*i 1 7 . M , 1 1 7 , J B 1 , 1 4f P 1 H r ■* ■ P t» , M r frT , p | T . J || , ;ff> , »3 , 1 4* x Mj 

wnms la . j£B .4a , i4i . i4i 

nfn. I E3 . BB .9 .2 14 ,EM . 1 . Lfl>a,B4,B , IBB ,B> 
lamn nnT««,44 ,B .1, IB ,B ,B 

FPK3-BTO*31«El%0*ll»«Et L7»e*+| , ft ■ CC "CC + L **i t NEH7 ■ BEM« '8D*« » » 
1MB! nfnw.p.f.r.ii.p.f 
33Mf tatM,l p l r lTf r trJ,f r «f 



DftT4|Ull P *' P |TB, |j!fl P e.,qB,B 

□ 4T4B.,^e r B,B .4B ,*,« 

□ 4T4 r LM P C P EBB 

□ 4T4 lM,t, IM . 1H,(, IM, 1EB 
DATM p lTS,]M,B p lT« p B,6 
MTMI ,* , 6 . B . • ,S , B 

□rtTrte . e ,b .e .c 

FQff t **TO I B j ■ HEHOft tpOREE i fl »B4 * I , ft I CC -EC * I *ft * WHT 

e*T« P * P *,a P B P fl^e 

04T#W,B,»33,«3 P lfaa,B,»B 

D«Tftf ,« , 4B , ITfj.fj 
DA TAT, |7B. 1Bl,l, 131, 
DATH I'M , I El ,2 ,83. , I EB , 1 . 13 
D-* Tf^f, , 1 , 4fl . B P « , 1 7B , B 
DATAE . I BB ■ I £S ,E , D , ] EB , 1 5 
DATAIM,E4*x 15, 113,141 , 1 ,fl 
DATAB,B,B,l,Bi,f| r «,| 
B*m«.M.M.i.l 
DA TAP , « , 5 1 ,IS3 , B , IB 

r*TM, B ,« ,B,*,i7Ii p B 
DMTAt IM . £ , IM 

AnfA ■ M , lil.t.t! , I CI , 1 .IB 
, 4fl ., S ,« , 1 7» , B 

DATA ■ B9 , E4B , LTJ . ISE,I,1,1 
OrTftB ,1,1 ■ fl ,fli ,<j , B , B 
OWTflB , B ■ B . fl ,fl ,* . m 
MTH.I .fl , L9Bi,flJ,l,El 
OATftB . B . 4fl rflj ,A , I TfJ , B 
MTftE . j7fl . I EU , E , ■ 3B , JIfl,C 
OATftjM . I£fl . E . B3 , 1 EB ,fl . B3 
DftTftfl .fl .4«,*,«, J7fl,l 

DnTftE , in, lh ,11,111, in , ia 

Hit lia P £4# ,1,1, E4fl . fl . • 
MTM .fl.fl.* p e p B.B.B 

FDR I -BTC LBL i ItEftDft ■ POKEtE? »64 + I ,* I CC -CC + I • P • P**T I fPIr**»*rATTi:H« MM 

MTftfl , fl ,A ,64 ,B,4 ,EB ,A . BB ,1, 93 ,fj , 31 

DftTft«,SA, IE I ,EE1 . 3E P « , LE.Il , IH.7I, J7 r l. . fll> . "I A 

DftTftffl, L4f) , B I ,I,7E , IT, III, |*fl. P 3E,B , Hfl F )4,i;il,Tt 

MiTAC F fj,4,llE ,tkl , 16,«,1 . fla. A, tl, l.flfl ,64,1,4,1 

C4Tr»6. e..e ,B .fl .« .6. B .B ,B3 .0 . I6,B,E7 , IflU , HB..4B ,fl .« 

BMTMM , E I B . 7B , L7 ,1 , I IE ,1 1 ,91, EM, 34, IE, 71 , lT r *|«, ]M r 4l r l,lU ,M . LI 

DATA|,1,4,E3 I , 1/31. IEl,f> F LCI, 13 F fr* F #4 F B,B ,* F C P * F t , fl ,6 ,* 

--Htub .b .B .B .B P B,B .B .B r I P «fi , B ,11 r 16 , IB . IE I . £3 1 , 1 Bl . 16 ,6 

(Mm*4, IE] . 1H,9I,I, 146 F IT P M P »,»,4 r IH.BI , IH , J 46 F l| ,C , 7E , ■ 3 , 161 

6aTM p B p 1£ , 166, iM .£ IB , EB. ifi .46. L ,H,B,B ,6 ,6 , B , B , * ,6 ,6 ,C . I 

POfrl-flTniET lKADftiP0RE*»»ll4+ [ . A i CC «CC ♦ 1 « WXT t HEM* ti«Pf |AM. * 

HNt,l,l ,1,1,111,1 

OATftS , B . fl ,3 ,6 , 3E , IB 

DATftl , 1 91 ,Zff> , 3« , 1 91 ,« , 1 91 



DATftB, I3f>, 

CATftfl ,E .66, IZ1 
D*Tft9E . B ,6, LEI 



,H,11,», 13* 
L9«,113,LM,4 P V13 
I El, 1,1 ,9* 
LCW 



DftTftfl , lfl P LEB,B.E.3e P fl 
DATPQ ,B ,6,«,B,B P 6,6 
DPT4B.B If.H ,»,• 
□ ATAB1 ,* ,* , M , 1 ,V ,« 
nft TftB ,B ,11,117 .IB , I El 

Q*-rmm r lM p U,M f M,6, 
oatai i a. P * , i m , na , l 31 



E 



Program Listing 



35 3 3F n*MV.H.III»,nR,l1«,f/i* 

34117 MMlMflfH ,i ,ft r 1EB,4 

35] IS EjfVT* I 3fl . 4 ,4 , I 7B . B ■ fl , I 74 

taiii oata4,b ,4 ,a ,«,«,. a .a 

ium Fnn I -ore L L 1 1 M A0mPCi-.C4iLSB+ I . 1 *i:[*CC*ltfttWKTlKHMHOTU LEFT B *IOHT*t 

4-rnDD ciata L«* r *..iii,Hl. ift»,4, |33 .£3£-, 3&B,B . I 3 3 ,234 iKtrlrlTT, 13 I 

4 HP IP. DATA m.(91,lU, I ,l7r,Ma .136. L45,BS1 i Sflfl .240 jIBEi 44 r pM,P41 , IBB) 

4PPFP data *» r L«5,rii . i44,£4p r 1*9 ,« t . iBS . 39 . I 33 . ESI , 144 ,£ , 3 >B , . ,- Ntl 

turns data em , lbB .894 .££4 ,£3,B69 .£ 1 1. 96 

4BC4B HT4 L6*.e . l 33 ,£9 L , I 69.4 . I 33 . S"? , 1 M ,«r1» r n*, I Kn . .1 :i l»,*Bl 

4H9B DflTB L 3:3 , B53 . 1 SB , 3* , L 77 , E3 1 ,-24* ,1*3 ,13 I , L JJ# , I IS , 3 B» , , B49 . 16« 

4BBBB MTfl • , 145 , BS9 , 144 ,£4 1 , 1 B3 ,£4 t , I B3 ,11 , , JPJ ,«1 , 3 44 ,* , IU , £3fl 

4BB FB DATA £44 , 3 &6 . £34 . 2 2" 4 , £3 .. EBB r 2 L a , HE 

*B999 F0"I"4TC*7PFEAD« I POPtE«B15B ♦ P ,HICC-CC+ ^4ir*KtlMMl»llKC LUMfM 

4 I BBB DATA L73,B,E*B,141,34,EBB,T,I73.. H,lH r 4L , IB. 24,239 

4 1(1 in 0*T* l,?ll,13ll ,« r Ifi, !■ .tM ,TJ , i , 141 , il r £tl.I* 

4in,-p data mi,iTn.ii,«i,M] .*x.e**.r .ir*. ie.£B«.0 ,i ,24B,iB,!J& 

4 I PIP o*T» 7BS « IM.lM^ tM.Mt.l.lTi, 14.244,7S,1.J4L,I4,EBB 

4IB4P CIA TP ?4,»B.B,B 

4 II» F0*l-«nfJ<HMM>r>KE4HH< I ,*pCC«CC* I ♦* l«KTI REM**»4*/^B4**#* 

4 I I DC OA TA LM.l .££* ,£«! , 3B3 .£Bfl . L r i 3B , SB i 1 92 . 32 . 47 . I H ,3E, 111, III ,**r 1 73, J 94 

4 I I L» OATA t* ■ , 1 1 1 , 4-M , 1 £ , 9£ . B . I 4£ , 3B , 3 1 4 . 1 42 . 32 , t B I . I «2 , 35 , I 31 , 1 14 

4 1 124 tJATA Wl,lBT,Et»,SF,37,31, l«*,3i-,147, |4£,3B,]6J . 1 42 , 32 . 1 73 . I 84 



4LL34 D4TA EB I, l«* , BB9 , 12 , 3E , B . 1 42 , 3E , J 1 4 , IH , "* , I ■ 1 . L42 , M . J 3*5 L44 

4LL44 »Tn3Zrl*l > r l*),:tt r 44 r IB4 l ,M 

4 L L99 FOP 1 *BTP L 4 I FT A CIA I **134 E 49 33 3 + I .rWCC-CC* I -"IHKl < REM** » i tCWfBE 

424BB DaTR 173,MB,7,E4nr*ll,t44r4 r *M r E44,T,44.*B4,i4*,7,4* 

42 L BP FOR I -BTO<£'i BEfiOe I Pnn: F4B4PP « [ ,FjiLL-CC* I «*: » H£MT' RE H»4f P| BttLf 

4# I IB QRTft£44,3,,E4B , £46 , 9 , EBB , ?■* , 31 , *BB , £44 r 3 r BBB . £86 ,3 ,£4B,»BB r 3 r eti .£M .3 , £4fl 

4«I»B n«T**£W,3 J EBB,£4«,a,IBB,IB«,a,£M.£4«,3 J BBB.EB*r>rifB4 J lII»ra,e4a ,£B4,3,«44 

4J-J3B OlTr>44 

43BBB r(M f4TD73FREM>AIFDFlE4BBBBJ'l r HlCC«CC»l »Fi ■ M€XT»"t»* 

44BBB OHTrt £44 J 4 J £B«,e«,4 J BB»,««,«,£44,£44HB J £B«rJJ4»,B-BB«.*** 

44B3E D4T* 4,EBB,EB*r H £44, I« H £B4.£44 , IE, EBB r*99, IB, IBB .£44, I* 

44BEB WT» EVBjIBB r 14 M r «4,4 J £B4 ,£34, 4 ,1*4 r*3"r«r £*B,£M r 4 

44B 30 □ ATA EBB , III „• r BBB .£36.1. EB9 . 2 3B , L B , ?BB . a !• r I B r £BB ,£ 36.12, EBB 

44(14(1 nATn fflB , 3 £ r £44 ,£3B , 1 4 r£44 , E?B r >4 r f« , >■ 

437BB A.-«rBD*l -BT0£ i 7tRE*D*«Pf"tC*B*BB+ f r A I CC-CC * L «*Hl«>IT 

4*7 IB Lh4TAI** ,4. L44, I , BH , B4 r 140 j* , t*T r I r £BB . £4 L ,£4B , j 44 ,4 , L , 4 , MB t L47 ,4 , BBB 

4»EB UHttU , B3¥,SEB ■ 1 B ,£44 ,13 ■ , >■ 

4B344 4*4 1 FOR ] ■« TOEE > PET Ann I Forwrit* t _4 ■ DC -GC * I *4 1 r*»T 

49^3 L4 EMTRIEIE,*, L44.14«,T r *4 r 1 , £4 L , B I 9 , i 44 ,f , IBB ,B II, 147 , £4B ,7,£U.»4,B 

4S"3£4 EM7*lEBBl , E 34 ,44 

IHM IFCE ( M£11S2-STHENFB [Mt'OATR ER40*'iEI« 

B3L44 «tt**44»*F««Br HI ME Ru*P4 END * * • * • 

43499 FDi;E ISB ,S I I , Lil LOftD 

mm*. 



Program Listing Part Three 




IBB IB 



I r L4 



L CUtlMC-BIUQ-HDO-U tf-a3I4B1UA.OirnFt4»TB* P *jaiFDFi;4irLJ,*li 
£ i-4»M>M-]l»t||.4»H 

4 MMltVMIIH 

it! «M»a»7»,*HL-»*«BFL*-9aaT4i h-l -bh_ i -a iv*-9»?b 

£4 .■.(.".'HIH.'lllii'i'M I .IIMtxTl tl -94£*« I 81-54*4 I I B3-44BB7 ■ F0AI94B44 , I B 

rS. DPSUHEBBBBiL I -IlkM-BlDQ-l I LE -B P tC-B I R0* t -BB4£TCl£»4 7 I MF.I ] , £ 13 I «LKT ■ EL -I 
M #<0K[4B7BB,E l3<FOKC4B7]3 ,E I 3 

l :« 44- ■ 

■ £B EJ4W" 



■ M DC--_| r ' 

ISB REM* til 4CMRF t ■ **4 

BBB DEFRHPI(l4»-{*<tKCVt»«>nrai ) 

499 REM* * * tlR wAA tT .nnmnt 

Btt R0aEv+£ I r *»>irotlEY,34lF»0*EV*] ,1 I B I WEV +EB . £43 i^DKEV +17 .£i POKEV +3i . B 
91 B R0*£v*a* ,TIFX3mtf *4B ,8 IF0*EV*41 . 3 i ROKC244B . 5 I B ' AOK.EBB4fi .£ | T i»D».EBB41 ,£L£ 
MB tta -£99 I FOB- 1 -^TO | IBTER* I 00»DCJ -3 I IPC4CCV»1 .□□■FOKCVH -i ,«irIXT 
994 F04J-4£Tl>iTIFPKrv+| r »I^B:h!T 
BBB REM* * *M4 IM ft0uT3l«**«iF 
1BBB Q0BuBlB44«PRlSF.Bv+3B r 4lFDPl[V*ai r B 
4BBB .1- I NT iACCf. (V i ^B >+m i L'-rttF (L ; 
4BB6 |F U : I 1 5iW)U > J B£ThEnSOBuB?7B« 
J-BB"' IFLE 'EHTHEhi-E«fliDO'«l»l > QE1BUB4444 
49 IB GDBUB4B L44 e 9LjSuB9444 
4BEB J FL U LTWMMtLJM7444» 
BBBB G0T04BBB 

] FFEEK I J > »B7THCNB4 L4 



3BIB 
3BEB 
3B5B 
7BB3 



-fllfl 

TL44 
TL14 



BYBB 1 0O4U47BB3 ■ P0«C f*E . FEEK CV > 
] FF Nf" A a * i T^EhD0£LJ4e44BB 

HETUPfH 

K- | WTCFICK < V*4 »/»!**,- | t J FFEEK > V*31 S-EB3AFOFE EK C V +3 !■ ■f££47>*EF# > riAEh ,74" EpDBU47 J 4 
F-MIFB4*,*! 



"5*1 
71BB 
Tan- 



*tw [ V *» : , £99H FtM 4 1 , q IB H Fq*r< BE , B I Will , I B I FCJKM L r L r m 
: F TL 1 FL ( V *9 > >*4 fWIWYli M1V1IU DDSUI I U-UbUBB If 

FQK r W *I 1 ,B»< UKCV +1 , EBB 1 Bf AMN 
J J-FEEK < wn > I IF t * ■ITmUHt ■ 

■ ITVWN 

iPjJ-13BT»4t^* ■-■B471FB-LSIF1-3 4 
1 F/ J .|1)(U I -EI4I I FJ -3-4 A JJ-4 I tt -9C 444 
] FJJ ■ I BTME*r I *EB*1 < F4-7 14 fW 
IF J J ■ lATWtr 1 fEB*4 1 F£ »B I F3*B 
IF J J -44 TX hdF 3 >£449 lf*» I I IF3al4 
tRJJ -MTwC r# i -*44* 1Mb l|lfft>H 

WEFI r i^EK<4B7lJllFp*EW*F£,J*l«FJLEw*F3, LNTC(tM3(3>( 
POKE V *£ L , 1 POKEV ■ 3B , B H 1C -1C * a* I LI .-Li * J ■ El -f ^ * 3 
Pf*CV*4*,E<PQKE£*4l , E 1 B < FOKIV E ■ , *B* I Fflltlft4 1 t B 3 £ ■ HE TL«*. 



4L L4 
9 L 99 



T-T* I I IFT > ] THEKT-4 1 BY141444 I FETUftN 

FDKE4B7BB , £ L9 i ADKE4B7 L S ,* I 3 ■ LD "LE>* I I A4KC4BIB7 ,LO I mCTLMH 

Hn-«RH ■ C3G "£"44 > FOB ] ■3TTJ 144TEPH B4»44-> I I FDKEW+ r r QO ip'Of-EW + I - I ,*>F4tHTl 



<3fl in 



U3*U3 4 1 I POKE 44447 , LD ■ RETLPIH 

PDIl].miTTll*t7 t FnF.ri .IHIWKTH 

rnP3-IB4£Ta*4K7H»DF.H ,£I4pNEhTi 

PDR] ■JB4/ TT>n4 TIFDP.I I .IMltCHTl 
FDR J -?B4J TQPB47I FDK.r I ,I£4I >4XTI 
F DP 3 -JE«4« T«44T I FORI t r*4» Pf*MTl 

™ i *»uin*4T i«p,i t ,m i i«>Ti 

Fnm-I^IT^TIFnKH ,IKIWKT< 
FDB 1 -EB4« TDEB47 I POKE r ,*» I HTMT4 
FDR I ■E44ETOEB47 I POKE I r£4 L 1 l€«T I 
FDR I ■£B4£T1)£ , B4.7 " POKE f ,£44 t +4IMT* 
FDR I ■£fl4£TDBB47-F0|iE t ,t?4 7 » YCHT* 
FDR] >£44£7DBH47 p PDKE I , B49 1 NEKT ■ 
FDR I ■£44£TDEB*7 p PfllVE [ ,BS3 p NEKT* 
RETURN 

F0RT-4BTO L BBTEF - I I PQ*E4 1 , 
PB INr'HBHJBJBJ M4vE ' iWAi "E 
fa iOT-ca*ma4J>Jj 

PUKElil*I*,4l PETTJPN 
*; • -*r\Qrr > pi ttjan 

1 (14HI7 I FTITUBN 
BCH* * « « HF^VE 3 * * f * 



P,B5TB, 



ROF.E4B7BB 
F>13«<4B7BB 



P04CE4B7BB 

PC*E4B*BB 
PCJK E 4B7BB 
PO*E»B7BB 



,*39i>eF*I41T3i 
, BE 1 ■ F4KC447 1 3 
, ££9 1 FKI 4B7 i 3 
, BB7 1 R4KC4B7 3 1 

,aMirapLE4B7ia 

,£MiR0nt4B7ia 
,»Tll>4K[4a7l3 
.14(|MMMT1) 
,*4»tl*tlJHt4»TH 
.14HFWf4|711 
rB44l^QKE*B' 13 
,S3£ IFUKE4B71I 
,mi1KE«T 13 



rB*P«,BBIB . 



, 114* 
■ III' 

. an i _ i al i + i i 

.££9 HE 'URN 
. £34 i H TUR N 

. j? J J i _ . . * I 1 
r £3fl i RETURN 
,a»l«TLMN 
,mrLi.Ll*i i 

,»44I4»:T1JRN 
TUFIH 

,134 1 L- 1 -L 1 ♦ I H 



p FDKEH 3 , - ' FDKES I , J3J 
■PUT** I 

- irBlKTPEL-4 




RORT-aTD 1 P ™ iwr m w > *«• * * t * M ~ r 

R0*T-4JT0lPR4!lr4T'ljr IHH ktCHT 

F OPT -BTO I I fit I NT -aT > »*' ■ HEMTt wm |MT '|T » A4 1 

««Hhrr-Bj-JCBiPPiNr-al» 

PRIhTT-BJBJBJJ -| | | MM I 

FHMNT-BJJ 41 I -111 I " 

FDR ] ■ J BB4 TDBBE3 P *mt I , • 3 P F4KI I *B4B7I ,»< •4tHt 



,TTpFOHEv*I ,PEEKCV* I 3*1 I 



RETURN 

RR « I 3 P FCBTT-l-m 14 1 Pt»lTT-a L47TU I B P 
hCKTTT , T 
L 1*4.1-1 

□ n-£44lP4*l*BTXljl44TIPB'44J"CJ'l-3lPR4*'*'*l * 44 ' P4*CV4 1 - I ,*4*4IkT 
R0HEB444 , B 1 B P POKEV , *9 * PD"( V * 3 . £ L4 i 9DBU4 3 BBBB 1 P*3R*W ,4 ■ 1 
P0kEV*tl „BPpr>KI3iJEBB,V'*^E99£a L ' ■ 
RaHEfl L ,llBPPO"E4l-7,»l«MBa,lBlHM4a-T,ISPl 
ft> EH~T ■ ^IBBJBSBBJBJBJBJBJBJI 
BJBJBJBJBJBJBJBJBJBJBJ 

P*>CEB3,T'IPnKF*3l-T,T«Mm.EBl . IJJ41PDKE1I " T , ii ■ NEMTT '4CTVRN 



hCMT" 



:nt- 



f . Ffl [NTTflB < • T-1C I t F,A ( 1 a iL I J 7*4 ( E3 IH T I 



A*1NTTAH<34 3 EX. 
IFBOHH 
HTU4N 
PR 1 FJT "L 



POKEV +£ I . E l 1.U -4 

RRJNT'PJl 

PR ] NT"B 



'4 



PRiNT-qp 

RR INT^EJJJ 
PHINT-m 
PRTF*T-m 

FPtMT-m 

P4 tuvm 

R«[NT<fX 
4* IMT PjFjrj 

m l n t "Hi 
<•* i nt 1 m 

HtlFfT'CD 
Hllr4T-rjD 
FRIMT-m 
PR 3 NT'EJP 
FH ] NT'PJJJ 



-'< -i* 



J lfl --BJJ* 
JP -■..» 



. BR 

^4 v»4w^- ■'a*'* -'a ^^yav 

-rp J* -K i 1 ■', A * 

jjjjjy JJJ+t JJJJm 'IVI 

\HIII \44« ^4444 V444A \« \B 

sJJJt, J* /| N44V4 J BB B B J « 

,'IHl '# -' * -TB J+J-rw 

JPJ pV4 **# >»4M 

JOPV* ^4444 ^BB ' B*-' / 

. * ■ ■ /a J # j b 

j| //JJ| + / JJJ 99 

• ■ BBBB *««! BBBB 

pjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjplgjgjgfljgjj HUB ID BEX 



'J iCfOBl 
■»¥ r.fl.TOJlJT 14*4' PLD4 



ST9 3aflfl4 l**|MT- 



-IPAXJt TO PlyAT- K PIMt HEY BIPCnNCt - • " 

. rikD'-B (nEf4T4 PER WW -PENI'M " 



RRlNT^EfJ ■ 

I3ETZ4I IFI B" ' ' TMENB1 \W9 

IR14» •■• THENPDHEB L , I 14 I P0«9* , I* P Rf*E41 , I Bl * PUB.EB I , It* P Ua-LO* L 
JPZ4» ■■• THEHFDAE4 1 , H I rQACB* , P4 FfDHEll , I H P P*tl 3 ,3d li«-EN* L 
EFIBa"|!."T|4EHF0KE4I, I EH I ROA(ftt , I B p FOKC41 , 13 I^OtlEBl , I IH I WTHU 1 1 1 
EF Z B» "H" TMENPtJEC* i,tt> R0A.E4* , I ■ ■ PDKE41 , B P PEBMEB 3 ,34 PP-B-B P EN" L4 
IF Z B« ■ TMKPtaj W7J4444 P RR INT ' ^^^^^^^^^^^fjum^ I4J4IC 
|F Z mm ■ BT THPF4I T4MBC4 + BBfl * PK I HT- 
IFZB-' 

I FLO M fTMdNLOAB ■ PR ] NT+| 



,UDPRiTU*M 



P0FE9344 L ,4 1 PDKE3 1E14 . I4H-R IKf'iT' ' R0Kr4M74 ,#* 

#4 J NT'BJBJHJE _. I J 1NCREAH BWfED 04 

rR INF -afcE-, 11 ^NCREAW 4U3CM AHH 1 

M t WT*«JJJ4I _. Bl MJ4CC rW" 

PR [IVf ■■fc.E_.71 NJ4IC rFF- 

pr iPPt-AW -LR^ in* i 

PR-E+1T- AHVPACE 3 I □ 



iHMlllHH 

t an T -94£ TJf TD44EB4 I POKE t P ( I NEkT ■ "QKEB 4*44 , I 3 
»M«9 RBftEBB , 14 t^EMEBB -7,111 *fl*EB 1 , U P PE3KE4 I -7 , « P **CB P - 14 ,4 
44B3B REROVl,VI .EHJi FDA T-Bronu + I94i r*KT 
4344B IFV I .4T\*EN"Efn>R« l!KETU*N 

• 34 IB POKE4a , V I I POKE -3~T , */ £ P R0K14 1 ill 1 P«l I 
B9B4B <33TD4JBJI4 

&3B3B 0ATAO,3,3B,14,PB,£B.l4.l4,44,l4,k4r»l,9,4 r 44,4,B,44,3,J.44,B r B,M,4 
READY. 
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,WCSOIH6 in its conception 



Brilliant 
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The world you are about to enter bears no resemblance to any arena you ever 
encountered before. Weapons are of no avail in this small habitat. 

The only sources of protection at your disposal are quick wits and fast reflexes. 
The only reward is to survive against monsters of unbelievable ferocity and 
cunning, and to avoid hazards more perilous and deadly than any you might find 
on a trip through the outer universe. This is the real world, populated by the 
creatures of our own inner universe, where nature is red in tooth and claw Brace 
yourself now, and come with Starcade into the still water and deceptive calm of 
the SAVAGE POND. 
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VOW BEST INDEPENDENT COMMODORE MAGAZINE 




SO WHY HAVEN'T YOU SUBMITTED THEM TO US? 



Your Commodore is always on the lookout for new 
material for publication and we know that there are 
thousands of intelligent, literate, innovative and 
creative Commodore owners out there, so why don't 
we get together? 

It you have written an exhilirating game or an 
invaluable utility on your Commodore micro, share 
your talents with us and our readers by submitting 
your efforts and the form to the address below. All 
articles should be documented and type-written and 
should be accompanied by a printout of the program 
as well as a copy of the program on cassette or disc All 
material should be original; if it is not chosen for 



publication, it will be returned to you. 

You may not have written any software yourself, 
but you have very firm opinions about the world of 
Commodore and all tneir attendant industries 
and products. Then put your opinions on paper and 
post them to us, again at the address below — you 
never know, you might even get paid for airing your 
viewsl All submissions should be sent to: 
The Editor 
Your Commodore 

Argus Specialist Publications Limited 
No 1 Golden Square 
London WIR 3AB 



★PLEASE COMPLETE IN BLOCK CAPITALS 



Your Name 



Program Name 



Computer/memory size it runs on 



Amount of memory program occupies 



Other computers/memory size which your program 
runs on without conversion or use 



Docs your game need or use joysticks? 



Yes 



No 



Have you sent your game to another magazine 



Yes 



No 



Is it original/or a variation on a theme? 



Your Address 



Telephone Number 
Times to contact you 
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MASTERING 

MACHINE CODE 




WHEN PROGRAMMING IN 
BASIC, the IF/THEN statement 
provides an easy way of 
introducing a decision. The 
conditions can be quite 
complex, such as: 



100 IF A < 3*(B+Dj ORC=0 
THEN PRINT "WRONG': 
GOTO 350 



Alas, it is not soeasy in machine 
code. In the first place, the 
decision options are known as 
branch instructions and there 
are only eight to choose from 
as can be seen from Table 4.1. 
As usual, xx is used to indicate 
the operand is one byle long 
and can be specified by two 
hex digits. 






TABLE 4.1 




Action 


Assembler 


Hex code 


Branch on Minus 


BMI xx 


30 xx 


Branch on Not Equal 


BNE xx 


DO xx 


Branch on EQual 


BFQ xx 


FO xx 


Branch on PLus 


BPL xx 


10 xx 


Branch on Carry Clear 


BCC xx 


90 xx 


Branch on Carry Set 


BCS xx 


B0 xx 


Branch on overflow Clear 


BVC xx 


50 xx 


Branch on overflow Set 


BVS xx 


70 xx 







What does it mean when, for 
example, we write BNE? We 
can see from the table above 
that it means "branch if not 
equal' but it immediately poses 
the question — branch if 
WHAT is not equal? The answer 
to this is — if the Z bit in the 
process status register is 0, It 
would help you at this point if 
you turn back to Part 2 of this 
series where you will find 
details of the flags in this 
register and the conditions 
under which they are set to1 or 
cleared to 0. You will see that 
an appropriate flag is updated 
automatically after most of the 
instructions. So, slill referring 
to BNE as an example, the 
branch will take place only if 
the last instruction caused a 
non-zero result. That is to say, 
the microprocessor will 
examine its process register to 
see if the Z bit was a 0. The 
opposite instruction, BEQ can 



Programming 




be used to test if the last result 
was zero — the branch will now 
take place if the Z bit is 1. 

Another paid of branch 
instructions is BPL and BMI. A 
branch takes place with BMI 
only if the N bit is 1. You will 
remember from Part 1 of the 
series that Jingle byte negative 
numbers in two s complement 
notation always have a 1 in the 
msb position but positive 
numbers always have a zero. 
So, if you are working in two's 
complement {but you won't 
always be}, you can use either 
BPL or BMI as appropriate, to 
test the sign of the last result. It 
is worth mentioning here that 
these two instructions may not 
be used as frequently as the 
other branch instructions. 

BCS and 8CC are another 
pair of opposites. These are 
used to test if the last operation 
caused a result which was 'too 
big' to be handled by a single 
bvte, so forcing a J carry out'. 
This carry bit is captured in the 
C bit position of the status 
register. With BCS, a branch 
takes place on]y if the C bit is 1 . 
With BCC a branch takes place 
only if the C bit is 0. 

The final pair of opposites 
ire BVC and BVS. A branch 
takes place with BVS only if the 
V bit is 1. In other words, you 
can test if the last result caused 
two's complement overflow 
because, if it did, the V bit is set 
lo 1. However, 'two's 
complement overflow' must 
not be confused with the carry- 
out condition mentioned 
earlier. Indeed, it is possible for 
the overflow condition to exist 
without a carry out occurring 
and vice versa. In case this 
seems strange to you, consider 



what happens if we add 1 to 
+127 in two's complement 
binary: 



+127 


0111 




add 1 




1 


result 




0000 



If we treat the result (128 in 
decimal) as a pure binary 
absolute number, it is quite 
sensible. If, on the other hand, 
we interpret the result in two's 
complement, it is clearly 
absurd because 1000 0000 is 
-128, Although there has been 
no carry out, an overflow 
condition is established which 
would set the V bit to 1. The 
largest positive two's 
complement number which 
can be held in a single byte is 
127 so, if we try to add 1, we 
must expect the result to be 
invalid — overflow in fact. This 
is ,3 tricky business so it is worth 
one more example: 



two's complement form. If vou 
are working with absolute 
numbers only (all positive) the 
concept of overflow, as 
signalled by the V bit, has no 
meaning. Later in the series, 
when we deal with peripheral 
controls, we shall learn that the 
V bit is employed in another 
role, quite unrelated to 
overflow. 



Calculating 
operands 



branch 



-1 


1111 1111 


add +1 


0000 0001 


1 0000 0000 result 



If we add plus 1 to -1, the result 
should be zero, as indeed the 
above shows. There is 
therefore no overflow 
condition and yet there is a 
carry out — which is ignored! 
So, the V bit would showau but 
the C bit would show a 1 after 
this example. This should 
illustrate trie point we are 
trying to make; it is the way we 
interpret the arithmetic that 
determines whether we ignore 
the C bit or the V bit. It must be 
firmly established in your mind 
that 'overflow' is a condition 
which only makes sense if you 
are conducting arithmetic in 



We have, in the preceding 
paragraph, frequently men - 
troned that 'the branch takes 
place if — etc etc'. The next 
topic of discussion is how we 
work out the branch destina- 
tion. In BASIC, of course, we 
just say GOTO followed by a 
line number. We can't do this 
in machine code because the 
concept of line numbers does 
not exist. (Even if we had an 
assembler fitted, we still 
couldn't use a line number as a 
branch destination,) The 
operand in a branch instruc- 
tion is a number which, if the 
condition is true, informs the 
microprocessor how many 
bytes forward (or backward] 
the next instruction is to be 
found. This is called relative 
addressing because it indicates 
a destination address relative to 
the present address. Only the 
eight branch instructions use 
relative addressing. 

To understand this mode of 
addressing, we should be clear 
in our minds as to the role of 
the most important register in 
the microprocessor, the 
Program Counter (PC), This is a 
16-bit register which always 



contains the absolute address 
of the NEXT instruction byte to 
be executed. As you already 
know, a machine code 
program is simply a set of bytes, 
stored in memory in sequential 
addresses. Suppose these 
program bytes are stored in a 
block from address $C0O0 
(49152 decimal) onwards. To 
execute the program, we can 
simply enter SYS 49152 and 
press RETURN. This will cause 
the hex equivalent of 49152 to 
be loaded into the program 
counter. The sequence of 
events is then entirely 
automatic: the instruction byte 
at address 49152 is brought into 
the microprocessor and 
processed, after which the 
program counter goes up 1 and 
the next sequential byte is 
processed and so on. However, 
if a branch instruction is 
encountered and conditions 
are true, the operand byte of 
the instruction is added to the 
present contents of the 
program counter The smooth 
sequential action is now 
replaced by a sudden jump to a 
new instruction byte address. 
Once the new address has 
been reached, the program 
counter proceeds in orderly 
sequential fashion from that 
new address. An example will 
help : 

1. Assume the program 
contains a set of bytes located 
from address SC0O0 onwards. 

2. Now assume the program 
has reached the second byte of 
the instruction BNE $07 located 
at address JC011. The program 
counter will then contain 
SC012 — the next instruction 
byte address. 

3. If the branch conditions 








MEMORY 


ADDRESS 






BNE 


C010 


PROGRAM COUNTER 


07 


C011 


| CO 


12 I 


XX 


C012 






XX 


C013 






XX 


C014 








C015 


07 ADDED 








XX 


C016 






XX 


C017 


1 


r 


XX 


C018 


| CO 


19 | ► 


XX 


C019 






XX 


C01A 


Fig 4.1 









El 



are true and the branch is 
taken, the operand ($07) will 
then be added to the program 
counter which will then 
contain SC019. The next 
instruction byte to be executed 
will then be taken from this 
address — seven bytes forward. 
If the branch conditions were 
not true, the program counter 
would not be altered and the 
next instruction byte at $C012 
would be executed. 

Figure 4,1 illustrates our 
example and should be 
carefully studied. 



Calculating backward 
branches 

As you are aware when 
programming in BASIC, 
GOTOs can be to higher or 
lower line numbers. How do 
we calculate the operand 
number if we wish to branch 
backwards? The answer is that 
we resort to two's complement 
arithmetic. Relative addressing 
can be used with negative 
numbers in the operand to 
indicate a branch back to an 
earlier address. For example, if 
we wish to branch 7 bytes 
backwards, we must have an 
operand of -7. This is where 
our previous knowledge of 
two's complement arithmetic is 
brought into use, H you 
understood Part 1 of the series, 



you wil 
that -7 
follows: 



be able to work out 
can be calculated as 




Thus if we write, say, BNE $F9, 
and the condition is true, it will 



cause 7 to be subtracted from 
the program counter. Figure 
4.2 illustrates this example. 

It should be realised, from 
previous discussions on two's 
complement, that the 
maximum number of forward 
bytes which can be used with 
any branch is 127 and the 



maximum backward bytes, 126. 
Th is is because the operand of a 
branch instruction can only be 
one byte long. 

Fortunately, it is very 
unusual in practical program- 
ming to require branches 
greater than these allowed 
limits. However, as we shall see 
later, there is a way of 
overcoming the problem, 
should it ever arise. 

Mistakes in machine code 
programs can often be traced 
to incorrect branch operands 
because it is so easy to be one 
out in the byte count. Another 
pitfall is the status register flags. 
When a branch instruction is 
encountered, the current state 
of the flags determine whether 
or not the branch takes place. 
Normally, but not always, it is 
the effect of the last instruction 
which is being tested. 
However, some instructions do 
not effect the status flags, in 
which case, the test is 
dependent on earlier 
conditions. 

The following instructions 
have no effect on the status 
flags: STA, $TX, PHA, FHP r TXS 
and all the branch instructions. 
The fact that branch 
instructions have no effect on 
status flags means that branch 
instructions can follow one 
another in order to test for two 
different conditions. 

The status flags effected 
depend on the instruction so it 
is important to be familiar with 
Table 4.2, showing which of the 
status flags are affected. 

At this stage, of course, 



PROGRAM COUNTER 

12 | 



CO 



07 SUBTRACTED 



CO 



19 



MEMORY 


ADDRESS 




C010 




C011 


XX 


C012 


XX 


. C013 


XX 


C014 


XX 


C0 15 


XX 


C016 


BNE 


C017 


F9 


C018 


XX 


C019 



f ig 4.2 
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Table 4.2 Flags effected 

Updates N,Z and C flags: ADC,A$L,CMP.CPX,CPY,ROL, 
ROR.SBC 

Updates N and Z flags: AND,DEC,DEX,DEY,EOR,INClNX, 
INY 1 LDA,LDX,LDY,ORA,PLA,TAX,TAY,TYA,TSXJXA 

Updates N,Z,C and V flags: ADC5BC 

Updates N,C and always clears N to 0 LSR 



many of the above instructions 
have not yet been discussed but 
the table will be helpful to refer 
back to. It shows, for example, 
that there is little point in using 
BCC after DtX to check if it had 
reset the carry to zero because 
only the IM and Z flags are 
effected by DEX. If the carry 
was 0, ii would have been due 
to the effects of an earlier 
instruction. 



Branching when an 
assembler is fitted 

Calculating the number of 
bytes in the operand of a 
branch instruction is fraught 
with danger It is so easy to get 
it wrong, particularly with 
backward branches, ff the 
count is out by one, it is highly 
probable the program will 
crash because the branch 
destination could be the 
operand instead of the op- 
code of an instruction. If by 
chance, the operand happens 
to be a legitimate op-cooe, the 
microprocessor will treat it as 
such and execute it! If, on the 
other hand, it doesn't 
recognise it, the program 
would crash. 

One of the most useful 
aspects of an assembler is the 
way it allows us to write branch 
instructions. Instead of 
counting the bytes, we can use 
a label of our choice. Using the 
MIKRO assembler, but using 
xx to represent example bytes, 
a branch would look 
something Irke: 



VOLTS 



BNE 


VOLTS 


XX 


XX 




XX 


XX 


XX 


XX 


XX 




XX 


XX 




XX 


XX 


XX 


etc 


etc 









The operand lable in the 
branch has been chosen as 
VOLTS. The assembler will 
search down the program until 
it finds a line beginning with 
VOLTS. Note that the 
assembler demands that the 
destination label ends with a 
space. As an excercise, satisfy 
yourself that, without an 




assembler, the above branch 
I instruction in hex machine 
code would be, DO 07. The op- 
code for BNE is DO and the 
branch is 7 bytes forward — not 
8. 



As a simple illustration, 
study the following few lines 
written in assembly language 
and, for comparison purposes, 
in hex machine code. 



Assembly 


Hex coding 


LDA $06 


A9 06 


BNE JOE 


DO 04 


STA SC400 


8D 00 C4 


R R K 


00 


JOE STA SC401 


8D 01 C4 


BRK 


00 



It is a trivial 'program' and it is 
not expected that you try and 
run it. It starts by loading 06 
into the accumulator, using 
immediate addressing. This will 
make the Z bit=0. It then 
branches to the line labelled 
JOE. It must do,of course, since 
the accumulator is certainly 
not zero. The accumulator 
contents are then stored in the 
absolute address $C40l. The 
computer then reaches BRK 
(which means BReak and is 
roughly equivalent to END in 
BASIC), if the first line of the 
program was changed so that 
the accumulator was initially 
loaded with 00, the branch 
would not be taken and the 
accumulator contents would 
then be stored in SC400 before 
reaching BRK. So, depending 
on the state of the accumu- 
lator, the program will either 
stop in the middle or at the 
end. Examine the hex code 
version carefully, particularly 
the branch operand — satisfy 
yourself that this is correct. 
Note also that the op-code for 
BRK is 00. You will no doubt 
agree that the assembler 
version is easier and more 
informative. 



Programming the 
status register 

When we discussed the status 
register bits in connection with 
branch instructions, it was 
established that the relevant 
bits dre automatically updaied 
by the microprocessor after 
each instruction. However, 
Ihere are certain situations 
where it is necessary for the 
programmer to intervene and 
manually alter the bits. The 
seven instructions available for 
this purpose are shown in 
Table 4.3 



hex code 
18 
38 
D8 
F8 
BB 
5* 
76 

Note we can set or clear the C 
bit, or clear the V bit, We shall 
not attempt, at this stage, to 
discuss the conditions under 
which these instructions 
should be used. Neither would 
it be profitable to discuss, 
interrupt masks or D bits, For 
the moment, treat Table 4.3 as 
reference material to be 
consulted later. 

Comparison 
instructions 

There are times when a simple 
branch test is not quite what we 
want. For example, BEQ and 
RNF < -an only lest for zero or 
non-zero, Wnat if we want to 
find out if a register contains 
some particular number, 7 
perhaps? One way which 
comes to mind is to subtract 7 
from the number in the 
register and then use BNE or 
BEQ to see if the result is zero. 
Obviously, if X-7=0then X must 
contain 7. Unfortunately, the 
subtraction operation destroys 



the number originally in the 
register and we may not want 
this — it would be destructive 
testing. We could, of course, 
save the register contents 
somewhere before the test and 
re-load again afterwards but 
this, to say the least, would be 
cumbersome. Fortunately, 
there are three beautiful 
comparison instructions 
avaifable which perform the 
subtraction for you but without 
hurting the register you are 
testing. It is called 'transparent' 
subtraction. We shall describe 
the action of CMP first and, 
because it is the easiest to 
understand, use the immediate 
addressing mode for example 
purposes. 

Suppose we write CMP 
$07. This will compare the 
hex number 07 with the 
number in the accumulator {A) 
and update the Z,N and C bits 
according to the following 
rules: 

1. If operand number ($07 in 
this case) = number in register, 
Z and C become 1 

2. If operand number is less 
than number in register, C 
becomes 1 and Z becomes 0 

3. If operand number is 
greater than number in 
register, C and Z become 0 

4. If operand number is less 
than or equal to number in 
register, C becomes 1. It should 
be clearly understood that a 
compare instruction only 
effects the status flags. It does 
nothing else. Therefore, the 
only possible instruction after 
CMP is a suitable branch test. 
Unless you use a branch 
immediately afterwards, there 
is no point in using CMP in the 
first place. 

Although we have used 
immediate addressing in our 
example, a wide range of 
addressing modes are possible. 
Thus, we can compare the 
contents of a particular 
memory address. The full 
range of comparison instruct- 
ions are shown in Tahle 4.4. 



instructions 

Hex code 
C9 xx 
C5 xx 
CD xx xx 
D5 xx 
DD xx xx 
D9 xx xx 
CI xx 
D1 xx 

E0 xx 
F4 xx 
EC xx xx 

CO xx 
C4 XX 
CC xx xx 



Table 4.4 The comparison 



Compare A 



Assembler 
CMP #$xx 
CMP $xx 
CMP Sxxxx 
CMP $xx,X 
CMP Sxxxx, X 
CMP $xxxx,Y 
CMP fSxx,X) 
CMP ($xx),Y 



Compare X 



Compare Y 



CPX #Skx 
CPX $xx 
CPX $xxxx 

CPY # Sxx 
CPY Sxx 
CPY Sxxxx 




Table 4.3 5tatus register instructions 



Action Assembler 

Clear Carry CLC 

SFt Carry SEC 

CLear Decimal CLD 

SEd Decimal SED 

CLear overflow CLV 

CLear Interrupt mask CH 

SEt interrupt mask SEI 




Try and stop poor 
Pinky from being 



up 



the 

from F.G. Tout | 

'THE WALL' RUNS IN BASIC 
with several machine code 
routines to move all 8 sprites, 
change sprites and rotate the 
colours at the End Of Game 
sequence. 

For ihose who know about 
Pinky, this will be quite 
familiar, for those who don't, 
Pinky is a young man sinking 
slowly into a state of total 
insanity!, ..and to top thine*, 
everybody's after him — the 
wife, the school-teacher, the 
mother, the lawyer and the 
hammers. 

Can you save Pinky by 
guiding him through 5 waves of 
walls and ladders? 

The screen isa wrap-around 
screen so you can jump from 
one side and appear on the 
other, but you can still collide 
off screen, so be careful. 

When you get Pinky to the 
canes at the top of the screen 
you will proceed to the next 
wave. 

Type in parts % 2 and 3 
separately, and save before 
running. Then, when all is well, 
plug your joystick into port 2 
andyou can start to play.. THE 
WALL. 





THE 
WALL 






Part 1 



This is quite straight forward: it's all sprite data. 



Part 2 

1 — 100 
6014 — 50030 
60014 — 63025 



63030 


- 63032 


63400 


— 63850 


Part 3 




1 
2 




— 520 


2000 


— - 2010 


3000 


— - 3000 


4000 


— - 5020 


6010 


— ■ 9605 


10000 


— 10010 


13000 


— 13060 


14000 


— 14025 


15000 


— 15099 


16000 


— 16099 


17000 


— 17099 


laooo 


— 16099 


19000 


— 19099 


60000 


— 60099 


63000 









Download characters 
Machine code move me. r . 
Machine code move and 
change enemy sprites 
Machine code rotate colours 
Instructions.., 



Sound variables/clear sound 
Variables and sprite positions 
Time limit 
Main routine 
Check collision with wall 
Move me and jump 
Alter enemy sprite positions. 
Hit enemyf 
Game over 
Screen 1 
Screen 2 
Screen 3 
Screen 4 
Screen 5 
Update score 
Title page 




AO - A9Machinecodeaddress 
SI, S2, S3 Sound 
V Sprite variable 
LI Lives 
11 Level 

SC Score,.., HI high score 
B1 Decrement time limit 
Cl-C5Sprite pos. 

Q chanse ™ 




G4 Game 




Program Listing Part 1 



363 F«I-I2»ST013S1 3-192: WflM:«*El.ft:HEXT ^3*2 

CB90 P0KEI98.-2POKE6I3- 13 LOAD 69364 

68090 WTfW5.23S.£32,63.233,232.€3,23S.232,63..?33.a32.€3.2».?5S 60366 

69810 DATA4&-126, 12,8,126,8,9,126,9-8,126,9,9, 126,9-B. L £6, 0, 8. 126 . 0 , 0 . 126 0 69369 

eoew wtao, 126.0. 0,126.8.0, 126. 0.0, 126. e, 0,126. 0,0.126,8,0,126. a, a, 233. a, o 603to 

-.riP-fl rP'HUT. 1/9.^4.63.0 232 53 0- 232. 6-3 0Z3Z 63.0.232,63.0.252 60372 

69840 DflTfW3.e.25£ r fi3,129 r 2Sa.S3,2m,252 r S3 J 255.232 J *3.M9,252,€3.235,252 £03?4 

60030 DATR63, 129. 232,63.0-232. 63,0. 232.63,0,232-63,8.232,63,0. 232-63,8. £32 60376 

6P960 DP,Tfl6-3,8,232, 127. LZ9, 254.0 £0375 

60662 DATA3 27, 255. 252, €3,255,252,63, 255 ,232,63, 255,252- 63., 8, 12.63,0,4,63,0,8 6RSS8 

68978 BATA63. 120. 0,63-232, 0.63, 232. 0.63,252. 0.63, 332. 8. 63, 129. 8. 63, 9. 9 68382 

etyflia mnH6j,e. 4. 63,8, iz,».zss, 252. 63. zs^as. fi3*a».zsa-«.i55-a» 

68885 DATft3 27, 255. 252,8 68396 

68698 BAT8127, 1.232, 62. 8. 240, 62, 0,2*0. 62-0,2*8. 62. 8,**8. 62 -A, 248. 62, 8. 248 69388 

68993 Dfl-Tf*52 . 9 . 240 . 62 . [ 2*, Z4B , 62, 124 . 248 , 62 . 1 24 . Z*3 . 62 . [ Z4 , 2*8 683:38 

6B180 l)ftTA62 . 1 24 , 248 . 62 . 1 24 . 248, £2 . 1 24 , 248, 63, 255 , 248, 63 , 255, 248 , 63, 255 , 248 6039 1 

60 110 DATftH. 253 ,2*8. 63 ,233- -2*9,12?. 199- 252, 8 603*3 

68120 DHTRU27, 255, 252 . 63, 255 ,2*8 -63. 255, 2*8,63, 255, 248 . 63 , 1 31 1 Z4B , 63, 1 , 2*8 60408 

60130 J8Tp«. 9.2*8. 62. 9, 2*0. 62 -8, 2*8,63. 233-240. 63, 233. 2*8. 63. 233, 240 60*62 

681 40 3JATRS3, 255 , 248 , €2 , 8, 248 . 62 , 0, 248 .62,0, 2*8 . 62 , 0, 24B , 62 , 8, £48 ,62,8,248 60484 

68358 DATA6J. 02*8, 127. I. 252. 0 60*85 

68360 DOT B127 1 0 , 0 , 62 1 0 , 8, 62, 8 1 0 > 62 , 0, 8, 62 ,0,8, 62 .0,8, 62 1 0 . 0, 62, 8 > 0 , 62, 0 > 0 68486 

68378 DATA62. 0 8 -62. 0- 8-62. 0 8. 62, 8, 0,62.8-0,62.8,0-62.0, 8-63,253, 2*9 60400 

6B180 BATA63. 255- 248, 63, 255. 349, 63, 253. 248, 127, 233- 248,0 Cf-l 1 0 

60268 DATA127, 0,0. 62, 0,8,62, 0-0, 62,8-8, 62, 0,8,62, 0,O,62r 0,0,62, 8,8, 62, 0.0 6**12 

60278 WTA62, 9,8,62- 0, 0,62.9 - 0 - 62 ,8,9, 62 . 0,9, 6Z. 0,8,6Z, 0,9,63. 253-2*8 68414 

60290 MTA63, 255 .249, 63, 255, 248, 63, 255, 248, 127, 255, 248, 0 60416 

60290 DfiT«0,e,0.7.253233,9.36. 1 47 . 31 • 235 - 253, 36 , 3*6r 77 ,73,36, 149-283,233,229 60433 

60132 WTO 146, 73, 37. 146,73-37. 1*6,73, 39. 159-281,37,159,281,45, 146,73,53 60*28 

69284 DflTAD46,73, 37, 1*6-73.37. t59, 281 • 39- 1*6. 73,38, 1*6,73,44, 146,73,56 60422 

60296 DATR233. 233.248. 253,233. ZZ4,0 60424 

60293 D«T<W. 44 ,0,0. 197,0,0,238,0,0,59, 0, 0 ,98, 8, 0 ,58, 8, 0 ,28,8. 0 ,60, 9, 8 , 38,8, 8 60426 

69399 WTflt74, 320,6, 104, 120,6.**, 64-0.36, 68-8. 40, 9-8. 43, 192,9. 46, 192,8, 32, 192 60*23 

^0^2 DflTfW. 48. 132. 0.40. 0.9. 49. 0,0. 24fl. 0.0 60439 

60394 Dfl"me,44,0,O, 187.0,0,110.0,0,59,0,0,94,8,0. 11.0,0,28,8,0,60,8,8.40,8 -<•*-. 

68386 BATH8, 174, 0.9, 186,9, 9, 174, 9,9, 125. 0 ,9 - 195, 0 ,9. 40, 0,9-49. 0 . 0,49- B . 0,69- 0 68424 

«<WS P*T«e.«. 0.0,68. 0-0,282. 0 0 60*56 

€9319 DATH8. 44,0,9, 187, 0, 9. 1 10, 0,9, 27, 0,0, 94 -0,0, 27 -B, 0,29-9- 0 , 60,9, 0 ■ 4* ,9 60*38 

68312 OftTftO. 44. 8-0. 60. 8, 0.120. 8, 0.104. 8. 0.40. 0,0. 160, 8, 3. 170. 0,3, 19. B. 3 60446 

60314 WT83.0. 35.3.9.8,3,9,9. 15,9,9 60*42 

68316 MT09.44 8.9.107,8.9. 1 18, 0-9, 59. 0,0, 94. 8, 8,27. 0,0,29.0,0,69-9. 0,174,9, 2 60446 

68315 DHTftL74. 128,6,60. 1*4.4, 56, 36, 9- 49,0,0,40,0,8, 168,0,3, 139,0, 13- LI, 392 60*40 

60329 DATA66. 3. |9£. 9. 9- 192-6. 0,192,8-8, 192-9 60459 

68322 DfiTPfii.36. 8,0,238- 8,9, LB?- 0 0 . 228. 0 , 8, 1SL . 0 , 8, 2Z8, 0,0,20. 8 - 8-60.0 ■ 8, 1 7* 60*36 

60324 MTA9. 2, L86, 129. 2, 44, 144, 1,56- 16. 1,44,9,0. 56, 9, 2, 232, 9, 3. 232, 8-3 60459 

68326 DflTft8, 0.3. 12,9,0. 12,9,8. 12,0,8, 15,0,0 60468 
60328 WTiW. 56, 8- 0,230. 8, 0,107. 8, 0,220. 8, 0,181. 8, 0,22*. 0,0,20. 8,8, 68,6, 8, 172, 8,0 69462 

60338 DfiTfil96.0-0,3 74.0,0, 196,0,0, 199,0,0,12L.0,0,48.0,0,49.0.0-*O.9.8,68 60*64 

69332 DATA9, 8. 60-9,8, 68,9,8, 63-0,8 68466 

60334 DAT*g. 36 -0.0.238 0 . 0. LB7 .0, 8, 228 - 8,8, IBC , 0,8, 228, 0,0, 20, 0,0,60. 0,0,44. 8 ,0 60*60 

60336 D9TiRL69, 0,1, 196, 64, 1,62, 64, 8, 46, 0,8,56, 0,8,42. 0,0,34. 0,0,3*, 192, 0,160. 192 60476 

60338 sat 00 . 1 ?? . J4fli , h . 3 9? , » a . 2*9 , a , 8 60*72 

683*8 DHTfW. 36 -0,9. 238-0.9. 187,0,8.229,0,0. LB! .0.8.36,0,0.20.0,0.56.0,8,174.0,2 60474 

603*2 DATRL86, 323,6,44,144,4,56,16.0.40,9,8.56,0,8,42,0.8, L6Z- 192-3 68*76 

603*4 DATAL92,376, 15,9,48, 12,9-69, 12,8,9,9.9.9,9 60473 

60346 DATA0, 36. 0-0. 239. 00. 187. 6*. 0,230, 64.0. 18?. 128, 3 .44. L28, 3 ,26. 120,2,199 60489 

603*8 DBTBtZB, 2, 179, 0,0,69. 0,0,49,9, 0,69,9. 0.60, 9, 9. 40. 0.9. 40, 0,0. 44, 0,0 '"P 

60259 387944,0,9.66,0,9,46,0,9.49.9,8,49,9,0 60404 

60352 WT«, 36, 0,0- 230,0. 0.137. 0.0. 238,0,0. 187, 0,1.44, 6*.1 .20,64, i. 190, 326. 2 £9*66 

S033* DBTRL70, 128.8.68,8,0-48,9,8, 56,0,9,44.0,0,56.8-0,40,8- 0,40,0.0-40,8,9 68*06 

£0356 DATft68, 9. 6. 60,0,6.60,0 -8-66. 0,8 60496 
50330 DflTflO, 36.0-0, 238,0, 1 , 107-0, L ,238,0,2, 1 87, 0, 2, **, 64, 2 .20.64 ,2, L 90, 128, 0, 178 

60360 DR T H129,9.60. 0,9 .40. 0 ,9,69. 0 . B, *0, 9,8. 60, 9. 9 , 40, 9,9 , 56, 0,9,56, 0 ,0,60, 8 - 8 PEPFV, 



DATA] 2-0,0, 12-0, 8, 12-8,0 

3JRTA9,S,9. 12,46, 12.195,3 84,49,52,229,67,4, 100,204.203,37-31,38,200,284 
DATA]*. 172, 43,3, 186,192,48,233,176, 15,172, t56, 9, 243, 19, 3, 176, 192,204,171 
091949,51,56,294, 12,42. 3, 48,226, 294 ■ L95 - *9- L32, 12- L 2. 2*0,8, L2.3-8- (3.0,9 
D0r80,*0<0.48-I74,8,12, 100 ,0- 3, 229.46, 40, 149, 12, 12, 16-*8,3,49, 204, 4B, 175 
DATR49,1*,186,I44,6,*3, 144,4,236 12,8. 39.0-3, 36, 392. 20*, 235, 48. 3,56. 204 
DATA 3 J, 43, 8, 46,35. 48.3, 51 ,0- 12.51,294.0,48-6,0,69,6,0 

DRTF|0,3*.32,0.8, 1 2B- 12. L 93 ,16,61 197, 16 - 733. 69 -00. 207 . 83, 16, 203, 149 , 16,297 
DATA245, 9, 73, 133,8.79, 196,392, 74,133, 208,38, 133,2*. 10-329.10.8-361.2,8,104 
DATA3,8,24, 8 .8,46,8,3. L60, 32. 8. 123,129,9,242,0, 15,9,0,9 
DHTR9. 34,32.0,0, 128,12. 193, 16,61 -197. 16.61-69.96.63,85,16,59. 149- L 6 
D8TP63-245 8,27. L33 .216, 7, 196. Z13,6- 133,2. l8- 133- 18,10.129.8,6,161,32 
IiA'Aa,48, 128,3,19.8,49,2. 128, 32,0,129,32,9-2*9,32.0,0,68,0,0.0 
MTA32,34,32,120,8,!28, 140, 193. 16, 1 73. 197, 16,45.69.88,47,85, 16,43. 149,16 
DHTR9,243,8, 13,69,0,13,196,0, 10, 133,8, 10,133 -0. 10. 129,8,9,129,9-9, L 28, 9,8 
DATA J 29, 6. 232, 3 29. 8.324. 128,6.192,323.0,9,128,9.9.240,9,9 
DRTfl0.9.O.0.8 0.O.0.B,3.50.0,1*L.32-O.39,92.8 129. [90, 9,9, 26,0,9, 1 16, 9, 1 
DRTR209, 12,7 6*, 34 . 23,9. 2B , 52 , 9, L E 2 ■ 220 ■ 0 ■ 208 .116.0. 332,220. 1,192. 116,71 
DATA6*. 29-221- 192. 33- 119. 0-13, 226. 0-3, 48,9,0 

DHTR0,0,48. B-0,224. [12,9-232 36 ■ B 30. 34. 9. I , |,120. 11,0.360.229,8,27, 144 
DfiTftfl, 33. 126. 0-62. 64, 9, 242. 9,43, 193,9,235,2, 0,29-9, [ ZB , 213 • 6 ■ 6* ■ 60 • 56 - 1 26 
DATRI30,44, 176,68.32,160, 193,32 40,0,32, 8,0. 2*9,60. 8 

0ATA8- 0.0. 6. 8- 12. 0.8, 56, 9.0.59-12. 0,3, 57, 326, 31,58, L 08,239. 8 . 33 . 132.0,63 
DATA 129, 9,242, 64,43, 194, 8, 233, 3, 0.20, 2,0. 218. 9. 120. 68, 6,64. L 59-56, L 29, 69 
LWA44.J60. [95,52, 1*0.8. L £8- 19- 9, 129,2,3, 192, 15,9 

DATR0,0,9.B.0,0-9.0 O.9.B.0-0,e,9. [2,8.0.30. 108,230.38.391. 154,9,255 
DATA 130, 43, 194,66, 233-2, [ 5 , 29, 1 , 3 , 2L5, 2 , 0. 69, 9 - 123, 150 -6,64. 60,0, L 28 , US 
DflTOlZ, 128,9- B, 128- 8,3, L 26 - 0 8 . 120. 0. 63 . 192, 0 

LTHTHB- 0,0.0. 8, 0,6. 8, 0,6. 9, 0,8,0,9,9. 0,0,9. 9,9,9. 0,9,8. 0,0.9.0. 0-6.64,8,24 
DATRLZ0,0. 32- 0 .9. 16,0.8, 32.8,0,32. 1 • 233,47. 253, L70.-47, 253,95- L6, 1 ■ 233-32 
DATR9,0, 152, 9,8,8 

DATA9, 8, 6, 8. 0,0, 8. 0,9-9. 0,8, 9, 9,8. 9, 0,9, 1.6*, 9. 6 
DHTR0, 39. 196- 0,160,2*7.0. 100.55. 192-24, 6, 2*0,4, 5 
DATA53-9-9, 12,9.0.9,9 

DATA9,9,9, 0,32-9- 0-32.9,0,39, 153,8,33, 153,8, 32, 194,0, 32, 193,0- 8- 194. 8-9 
DATR201,8. 0,192.0,9, 192,0,9, 192.0,9,192-0,1.80-0.1.224,8-3 .224-8,1 .224,9 
DATft] -22*. 0.3 -224. 9,1. £24, 6.1.234,9 

DATR9, 169,9, 3, 19-0,3- 19,0,9.164.0.2,296.0-2. 1:8.0.3. 16.8,3.137 8,6-239,64 
DfiTA*,184.S4.*.236,64.4, 3 94,64,7,371,64,6,254,64,3. 178,0.2.234,0,9.68-0 
DRTfle. 63. 9. 9,63. 0-0, 60, 0.3,20?. 8,0 

□ATM, 9, 9. 0,363, 9. 3, 19, 9,3, 19. 9,0, 184, 0,2, 286, 0,2. [IB 9-8 • 16- 0- 3, 107- 8-6 
SATft338,64.4,134.6*.4.236'64.4, 18* ,64, 7, 171 , 64, 6, 254-6*, 3, 171 ,0,2,23*, 0 
DATR 393, 69. 9,397, 4,9- 121 ,4,9.298, 35,9. 0 

tW80.O,0. 8.160. 8.3, 19. 8. 3, 19. 8,8, 394. 0.2-2«. 9.2. 118,0,9,16.0,3,187,0,6 
D(TA23S,64.4.184,6*,4.236,64.4. L 0*,64, 7 , 171 , 64 ,6,284. 6* .3- 1 71 ,9,2, 234,9 
DAT83,69, L2, 0,68, 76,0-6*, 92,3, 192,23,0 

DATfW, 9, 9,0, 0,9, 0,9,9. 9, 9,9, 9, 0,9, 49, 9, 0,69, 0,0, 19L,8,0, 1?8, L92, 0.219 
DATR248.0. 306-170,96-221 .221 . [36, 3 79. 170,366.63,255.0,63,252,0,63,240.0 
D9TA63- 192-9-63, 0,9, 68, 08, 46, 0,0,9,8, 0,0 

&AT80-0.0. 0,0.0. 8.0. 0.48. 0.6-60. 0. 9-63, 0 9. 63, 192,9. 191,248, 0. 191,232,0 
DflTfH91,233,9,17B,178. 160, 1?9. [70.370. 1 70, 170, 169. 191 . 355,9. 191,252.0,191 
D8TR2*9,9. 63, 192. 0,63,9, 0,69,9,9. *8,9, 8. 0,9.9. 0 

DAT88, 8, 9, 6. a, 9,9,8-9-6. 8, 9,9, 9. 0,8, 9, 9, 9, 9, 9, 129, 9, 9, 22*, 9, 9, L69, 0,8-230 
DATA 1 82, 96. 83 -OS. 132- 191 2». 169- 21-94 .6,8-8,9.0,8,9,9,0,9,0,9,8,9,8,8 
DATR0,O,9,9,0,O,O 

WTR9, 163,8, 2,86,8,2, 13. 0. 2,36,0, Z, 86,8. 8, 182. 8, 0-40,0.0. *8, 1-3, 107,9. 15 
DATAI71.-232, 63, 171-224. L 27, 171 - 192,79, 3, 192, 15, 171 , 192. 3, l7l . 192. 3, 187. [93 
DATR3-387. 192, 3 , 123-8,0. 56. 0.0. 0.8-8,8. 0.9 

MTA0,9,9,9, 168,9,2,36.9.2,13,9.2.96,9.2.70,8.0. 132,0.0.48,0.122. 187-6. 137 
LWAJ73 . 233. 63, 17[, 233. t3- 171 ,192.13,3,192,15, 171-392,3. [71,392,3,387. [32 
DAT93,187. 192,9,197,9-9, IS*, 9,9, 136,9-1,69,9.0 



90,8.8-32,0.28,16.0.47,0 
188,9,3,111,8.0,218.0,0 




Program Listing Part 2 



f+C PEEK <3324B*0 > hCXT 



1 . 288 . I - 238 ■ 1 . 283, 1 , 285 



13 .20,63, 72,233 
13,245.53,213.213 



L f>CK.F-<f,^4 . PFEl' ' '6~; r :4 ■ R^.•D2 I :4 

2 P0«:E3.PEEK:<l>flHD25t 

3 FOOi>0rri64«fl POtt:g i 22E 

4 POKE 3 ■ PEEV f 1 1 OP* 
3 P0VE56334 PEFK- 5^334 Of I 

6 PFAlVl.^ t=f*| 1FPK<:>-31XEWOHE32288*04T.W; G0T06 
? DHT»O,0. 9.0,0,9 

38 MTA233.253.e.2*9,Z40,9,23l .251 
12 ITflTflSZ8.Z55. 129,255. 129,235.128.288. 
35 DfiTflfl.^. L44. 136,60.2,1,8 
37 MTRZ35. L95. L65, 153, 133, 165- 198.288- 1 .3.4. 
29 1WTA233 . 4 . 233 - 3 6 . 235 . 68, 1 36 - 255, 255 - 3 , 253 , 
22 BRTPeJ3-2L*-23?.2lh ?Q* , ??4 • 392 . 128 
25 BATfl349 549 3*9- 14?- 3*9,255,255.255,74.74,74-74. 74,255.283. 235 
27 WTW365, 365- 165. 163, 168, 233- 233, 233 S2, 02,02,02,82,233,235-233 

39 DATA169.369 369.l6y If?. 235 .253. 255 
lOP DRTH-] 

60L4 FDRI«8TQ 134*68+26 REHtW P0KE*9L32*1 .ft HEKT 

59600 DATR362.0. 389, 9- Z08-24- 105-5.157,9,298-203 -249,157,8,268.96 
30930 DfiT8362. 0, 399, 9. 360-24. 233-3. 137. 0,208. 293 .248. 137,0,288.96 
30020 DftTAl620, 109. I . 200,24. 233,4. 157, I ,288-293 ,248, 157, 1,289. 96 
58929 BATAll 62.0, 139, 1 . 299,24- 105,4,157,1,299-201 -249. 157,1,269.96 
6<W14 FEr**4*44M, C PLIEHb**** 

69029 WTPi362,4, 389, 1 . 200-24. 103,3, 137- I ,208, 29 3 ,243. [**,6, 173- 4 .229, L57,9-2€ 
69922 BATft232, 232, 224. 10,298. 231 ,96 

6«i-3 B0Tftl62, 18, 389,8. 298,24, [B5,3, 157, B,;«e, 283 ,245. 1*4,6,173.4,226, L37,1 ,i 
6P924 DHTA232,332- 224. 16 200231 ,96 

68825 I»™i62, 3,189.240.7,24. L03,3 .281 . ZZ2, 144. 2, 169. 220, 137. 248 .7,232. 224,8 
6M^ DHTR293.236,96 

60327 Eflr A 162, 9. 109-248.7-24. L03 ■ 1 , 281 . 21 4 . 144 -2, 169 ■ 210, 137- 248 ,7,232* 224, 1 
69929 DOTfCOe, 236,06 

60023 BRrA162.6. 189,248. 7,2*. 103. J .201 . 210 . 1*4. 2 . 169. 213, 137,248 . 7,232. Z2* . 1 
69938 Jlflrft200.236,96 

6?OB0 BflTfl 163.13-141,24.212,169. [ 38 • 3*1 . 4 ,232. L69 ,7, 141 . 3 ,212, 169 
639L9 DATA 100. 3*1, 1 . 21Z. 169,129. L43 ,4,212,96 
630 L 2 FOfr[»9T0119-|SEADA P0HF4-V5AA*: H KfcXT 

630L5 BATAt62.l3. 169. ?4, 157, 143. 5, 169,2, L57, H3. 2:7,262. 399 , 24'i. L72.0,«J,2fla 
63017 DATRI92.255, 290,231 -96 

S3B18 L»TA|62,|3, 169 73,357. 145.5,169-2. 157,143.217,262.209,243. [73,9.9.398 
638J9 [«tp ] 92, 255.208,251,96 

63820 DPTR362. 15 [69 76, 137. 145.3,369.2. 137, 343, ZI7, 282, Z09, 24-3, 172,0,9.200 
6-392 3 DPTA 1 92 , 333 . 200, 233 ■ 96 

63922 DAT8362, 13, 169,77, 157 1 145-5, 169.2, 157,143, 217,262. 308,2*3, 172-0,0,200 
63023 DHT9192,255,28a,251,96 

65824 pfiTft] 62, 1 5, 1 69, 78, 157, 145, 5, 169, 2. 137, 143, 3 1 7, 262, 396,243, ;?2> 0-9, 209 

63923 JJArFil32,255,208,251.96 

63039 FWI*OT019-REW:l l 0M496»«l,A:iCXT 



6?0" 
63469 
63+10 
634 I 
63*28 

63448 

C545G 
63*35 
63460 
63463 
63479 
r -4 r5 
63489 
63483 

>\ ?a 

63493 
- 1308 



BATM69. t. Ml .32,309. 174,0.0.232 22*. L33 ,208. Z3 1 - 369- 0 , 3*1 - 3Z . 203, 36 



POKE 
pp]|.T" 
PR1WT" 
PRINT" 
PRINT" 
PRINT" 
PRINT" 
PPtWT' 
PRIHT* 
PPINT- 
PPINT" 
PPTNT - 
PRINT" 
PffTNT- 
PPINT- 
PRINT" 
PRINT- 
PRINT" 



PTX1553231.0 P0KE33Z72,22 PRINT"rr 

i r o*u- 



625L8 
63315 
63328 
63525 

swat 

63333 
63548 
633*3 
63339 
63555 
63363 
63576 
6339? 
63690 
63630 

63660 
63665 

63670 
63673 
63799 
43A99 
638 L 9 
63929 



-.HSTRUCTIQNS- 
IK HRLL. » OAME BV JMMK I OUT 
KXJ ARE 1INKV-SNB VOU ARE AEIhG 1 
CHASED SV JUST ApOljT evtRVQHE " 

•CKOLTEFICI*».IHE MIFF. I HE IWI gJl 1 
F^CIN VOUR MOTHfR MAS 8 CO. 
-6IU0 ft JOYSTICK IN PORT '2' OUIEE ' 
ni*V ThROUOH 5 WAVE'S* " 
OJ MUST OET FROM THE BOTTOM OF THE 
•CREEH TO THE eftHfS 8T THE T0R. 
I HCRE I S P HPAP 9ROUN3J SCREEN , SO VQU ' 
CRN JUMP FROM ONE SIDE Of THE SCREEN ' 
HHD APPEAR OM THE OTHER, BUT FEWRJRE ' 1 I" 
DU OHN STILL BE GOT OFF SC3*EEMT?? + ' 

i m r_-'* T-r press spflCF"- 

GET At: [FA»-*"TMEM63383 
| FA*-" 'THEH63328 
OOT063565 

PRINT"rWI flVSTlCK" 
PRINT" LETT - LEFT - -IOHT - PIOHT 
MINT 1 - -ORHRRH - CLIME LflirER 

PRINT" -I RE/BUTT OH ■ JUMP * 
PRINT" T31HT5 ARC AS FOLLOWS 
PR1NJ" I099*LeVEL NUMBER 

PRINT" + 1 ONUS FOR TIME LEFT • 

pRCNT-rawc ■ r--'* NT-* 

5ETRJ IFA*" H, THEW63565 
IFA*m- H THEH63688 

Q0T0635S5 

print- 1 rwm 

PRINT" I HE MACHINE CODE ROUTINES RUN FRftll 
PRINT" 49332-49673 tMD CONTROL^" 
PRINT" NOVE*fPITE J S -HAHOE «FRtTE'S 
PRINT" 'JJVt HE URNGE \E 
PRINT" »OUHr <MEJ ; ■ 

PRINT" M ./OLJ "BESS *=ACE I 0 LDftti I RUE FT ■, 10 

PRINT"* -EVE1W -,NSTRUCTIONS 4CAIN' 

OgTH*. [FR<-""THEN63S90 

IFM-" " THEMPOKE 1 93 . 2 P0KE631 , 13 LOHI) 

IFA+--'r'THEh*nTri634W 

OOTO63008 



V- ROUTINES" 



64 Game 





Program Listing Part 3 



1 S I -34276 : SM427? ■ S3-34273 FOR 1 =342 ?2T03<2^6 POKE 1 . 9 NExT : pr*1734296, 13 GOTO630 
ee 

2 L>3 LE-3 flB-l SC-8 B3-0 H-200 H]-8 

3 ro>'E*9295..225 Pr*'E492ae»,223.0-2]fl 

4 DEFFNB ( F ' PEEK' ( V* 3 L "' HNP1 > • BEFFMC ■< PEEK(V*30 >PHD L i 

5 POKE53272,29 M- H ni -Ml -Ml -Ml I -ail -Mil — 

6 O"" f l ft H llI 1 1 1 1 8 1 1 1 1 1 III J [ 1 1 ItWf tH tHtW* 

7 M»"ll — " 

s "y ^" ^ '] ' " " — — 

] a V-S3248 POKEV+ 1 . 288 ^ POKEV, 248 POKEV+21 . 255 ■ POKE2848, 21 9 

15 POKE -284 1702447 POKE [ , 230 HEXT GCS1/E10000 
20 CL-SB C2-166 C3-288=C4- 148 X5-I66 fv 

39 0Nft*C05OPi389e. iseoe. t?©^. imoe , f »w . seeee 

58 POKE V*£8, 235 : POKEV+97, 18 FG»CEV*38,2 POKEV+39. 5 
55 FOkEv*29,0:PQWEY*27.2S4 

6P to-ZSS F0R]-.37O95TEP2 OQ-QG-31 POKEV+ 1 , QO ' POKEV- 1+1,8 NEUT 
62 GG-255 F0P3-8TOL4STEP2 Q0-GO-3I POKE V+ [ ,00: POME HEXT 

199 pqkev*i3 re 

388 R1M9L29 R2-49203 N3-49196 H4-49152fl3-49299 Hfi-49169 H7*49222 

~.^,-,"m ^=4«48 fi8-.43276:Hi*49343 
328 P£KEV+'IB-4B 

2098 F0PJ-1944TO1983 P0KEJ>63 POKEJ*54272, t l-J/19 0OSUB63 1 03 • IFSOH J TKHH | -St 
2018 PC*£SL-I7 NEXT B3-1984 
■:iihl- POKEV*30..0-GOTO4088 
3085 IF<reEK<V*31HWB«><>tTHEf-rt9W 

3996 PO*EV*I3,CJ.:FOKEV+13,C2 POKEV*! I -C3FOKEV+2,C4 P0KEV*3-C5 

3889 GOSUB9998.GQ9UBII999 

3918 JFP«l03T|#£HCiOTD60]i? 

3828 IFP-U 3THENCOTO70O8 

3038 IFP-L07THCrt5OTOflaj9 
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3999 GOTOJfM 

4000 JF(FNB<PX3 , >THEH5008 
4099 OOTO3005 

9999 IFFW6<P>-lT«EHSVSfH OTT0388e 
5818 SYSH2 ODSl'B12B00 
5815 IFPEFfcrV+l J>28fiTHeN13000 
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7001 NEXT 
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0011 NEXT 
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Its easy to 
complain about 
advertisements. 
But which ones? 



Every week millions of advertisements 



appear m pnnr.on posters or in the cinema. 

Most of them comply with the rules 
contained in the British Code of Advertising 
Practice. 

But some of them break the rules and 
warrant your complaints. 

If you' re not sure about which ones they 
are, however, drop us a line and we'll send you 
an abridged copy of the Advertising Code. 

Then, if an advertisement bothers i 

you, you ll be justified in bothering us ^ 

The Advertising Standards Authority. W 
If an advertisement is wrong, were here to put it right. 

ASA LtdLDept 2 Brouk H^isc.Tbmnflton P3ac<>\ London WOE ?HN 



Thtsspaev is donated in cho inr^iystH nf hiflh standards 4if advertising. 



COMPUTAPE'S DISCOUNT SOFTWARE 

This is bur a sample of the range ol games available from our 
catalogue. Take a 'LOdK' al out keen prices 

CpnuTiodore 64 

Arabian iMi-gfils 
Autonunta 
Bear Bower 

eoi.il<3frr Da&h 
Bristles 
Catacombs 
CtiucMe Egg 
Cybdlron 

Daley Thompsons Decathlon 
DwKtNoil 
Encounlera 
Evil Dead fThr.i 
Flip find Flop 

Frjolbali Manager 
Gluo. -Glu^ 
"Hjir*raisef" Prelude 
House of Usher 
"Hulk" The 

Jack and the Beanstalk 
Micro Olympic* 
Monty Mole 
Myslic Mansion 
Panic 
Pelch 
Pitfall 

Potty Pigeon 
SluM Biktf < The.l 
Truisnman 

Twin Kingdom Valley 
vorte* Raids* 
7v k x on 

SPECIAL OFFERS - t Chnslroaa and ma New Year, so hurry and citQnr NOW 





HSP 
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inteiceplor 


£7. DO 


E5.B0 


M>kro-Gen 


E 7. SIS 


£6.ao 


Ariic 


£6.95 


E5.9D 


Creakve Sparks 


£7.95 


£6.90 


Staiesoll 


£8.95 


£7.30 


SlatesoU 


E8.95 


£7 60 


Ariifrjg 


£7.95 


E6.75 


a 4 f Soitwara 


£7.90 


c-e.so 


Anirog 


£7.95 


E6.B0 


Ocean 


f 7.90 


E 6. 5fl 


Actimion 


£999 


£tt.7D 


NOva^en 


£s gs 


£0.50 


Palace 


£6 99 


£5 90 


SlatesoU 


ce 95 


E7.75 


Addictive Software 


£7.95 


£6.50 


C.Rl 


£7.95 


£6.75 


HaresoM 


U.95 


£7.50 


Ani rog 


£6.95 


£5.an 


A/Internal ior>al 


£9.95 


£8 SO 


Tnor 


£6 95 


ES.SO 


Database 


E5.95 


£4 00 


Gremlin Grapn.cs 


£7,95 


£5.70 


US Gold 


£1.95 


E7.9Q 


Interceptor 


£7<W 


£5.UD 


Aniroy 


£6.95 


£5.70 


ActrvlSiQrt 


£9 99 


Ea.ro 


Gremlin Graphics 


£7.95 


Efi70 


Ocean 


E6.9Q 


£5.75 


QufCksrlva 


£7.95 


E6.Su 


Bug Byle 


£9.50 


£7.95 


InlerceptOr 


£7 00 


£5.90 


US Gold 


£9 95 





Astro Chase 
Beach Heail 
Plijhl Palh 73 v 
Gilligana Gold 
Hunchback 
Psyrrpn 
Quo Vadis 
Valhella 



5iai*soft 
U.S. Gold 
Amrgg 
Ocean 
Ocean 

eeyond Software 

So11ek 

. MCnd 



£fi95 

£7 95 
Zh 9C 
£6 9(1 
Efi 95 
E9.9S 
£14.95 



£7.30 
£0.10 
£6.-10 
£540 
£5.40 
E7 

E9.4Q 
£10.30 



To order any of the above tapes, please wrrte giving details ol Ihe 
games, enclosing a Cheque/P.O. made payable to COMPUTAPE Hnd 
post to: Dept. Y129, 27 Coornbe Road, Soulhminsler. Esse* CM0 7AH 
(T»l: 0621 772559). Prices inclusive of postage but please send SAE for 
catalogue only Lists also available for the Spectrum. BBC, Dragon. 
Alan and Tandy Computers, 



The 
tough nuts 
to crack! 




FLAME ISLAND 



R>rthe 
Commodore 64 



4 



Disk £12.95 
Cassette £8.95 



BRAINGAMES Amplicon Group 
Richmond Road Brighton East Sussex BN2 3RL 
Tel- Brgnton (0273) 608331 Telex: 8 77470 AMPCON G 
Braingames is a division of Amphcon Micro Systems Limited 



The 
tough nuts 
to crack! 




CASTLE FEAR 



For the 
Commodore 64 



4 ( 



Disk £12.95 
Cassette £8.95 



BRAINGAMES Amplicon Group 
R chmond Roed Brighton East Sussex BN2 3RL 
Tel: Brighton (0273) 608331 Telex: B7 74 70 AMPCON G 
Bra ngames is a division of Amplicon Micro Systems Limited 




with 

guidance on how to keep 
your cool when lost in a 




SENSE OF 
ADVENTURE 



[■Ml 



LAST MONTH WE LOOKED AT MOVI NG 
into adventure games, with how to map 
what we find. This is a really vital part of 
adventure gaming — unless you are one of 
those people with eidetic (photographic) 
memory. 

To recap, look at figure 1. This is the 
sort of map you would expect to have 
after exploring the first few locations of a 
new game. Each hox represents a discrete 
location and the lines between them 
show how these arc linked together. 
Arrows signify the direction you may take 
to reach the location. Only one arrow 
would mean movement in only one 
direction and the cross-bars indicate that 
no exit (at the moment!] exists in that 
direction. The loop to the east of the 
'steep river bank shows that if you 
continue going east from this location — 
you end up at the same position! This 
technique is often used at the 'edge' of 
an adventure's known world. 
Each box is labelled so that you will be 
able to relate it's position to the 
description seen on the screen. Items 
found — and if not obvious how found — 
are also recorded. 

All this is fairly straightforward, 
providing you have a large enough piece 
of paper and keep your head — 
sometimes literally! Now look at figure 2. 
Ouch, what a mess. One slip of the pencil 
and you could land yourself in real^ 
trouble! What's worse, nearly all the 
paths are one way only. AND, what if all 
four locations had the same description (I 
have labelled them ABCD just for the 
purpose of this article!)? 

Just amazing 

As youVe surely guessed, you are in a 
form of maze. Directions no longer 
necessarily follow the logic used 
elsewhere in the game. Going west, 
having just moved east, is not likely to get 
back to where you started! Figure 2shows 
a four location maze but rarely will you 
find one with so few 'rooms'- You can 
often find your way out by just hitting the 
direction keys at random, but this is 
seldom the whole story and is unlikely to 
help you solve the adventure. Either you 
have wasted a number of valuable turns 
during which your food or lamp is 
running out — and of coursethe program 
is structured so that it is then impossible to 
reach more food/oil etc. Or hidden 
somewhere in the heart of the maze, 
is something vital to your wellbeing or 
vital to a successful conclusion in the 
future! 

You have got to face up to the problem of 
mapping the maze. Mazes seem to be an 
accepted part of most adventure games. 
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Figure 1 



up to wherever you have reached at that 
time. Adventure games are very rarely 
written with the intention of a player 
sitting down and solving them in one 
sitting! They are meant to provide you 
with days or weeks of playing time 
before you reach a solution. 

5o use the SAVE facility fairly often — 
do not overwrite a previous SAVE all the 
time, otherwise you may find that the 
objects you now hold are the objects 
you need — one of those previous SAVEs 
may save you a lot of time! Using this form 
of recursive approach is not cheating, it is 
part of the system by which you leam your 
way around. 

Right . . , you may find yourself in a 
maze — so QUIT! ReLOADyour last SAVE 
and approach the maze carefully! Make 
sure you are carrying as many objects as 
the game permits — now when you enter 
the maze, drop something at location 'A 



Some people would say that they are 
unnecessary as they tend to be similar 
puzzles. But as the cunning of the 
programmer grows, so too does the type 
of ma/e thev produce and we the players 
have got to look for clues to pinpoint what 
varient we are being callecf to solvet 

The 'original' type of maze is not so 
difficult to overcome and the basic 
procedure used to solve it, may well form 
the core of how you approach its many 
varients. Firstly, you must use a different 
form of 'mapping', something like figure 
2 would produce a very messy and 
unreliable map of the area altogether. 

Obviously you will not always know in 
advance that you are about to enter a 
maze! So this immediately hammers 
home the need to make frequent 
SAVEings of your progress. Nearly ail of 
the better adventure games include the 
facility to SAVE your character's position 



Adventure 




L 



(we'll just use fig 2 as our maze) say 'a 
staff. Instead of following our previous 
mapping technique we'll draw a separate, 
ana unconnected, box for each location. 

Although the descriptions are the 
same, location 'A' will also have 'a staff 
lying around! Move in any direction — if 
you moved south you will return to 
location 'A' ...and will see the staff, but if 
you go east you will come to another 
seemingly identical place — but without 
the staff! So drop something else . « + a 
cup. East now, and you are Dack to the 
cup, west, and yet another location . , , 
drop some keys. North . . . lo and behold, 
back to where you dropped the staff. 



something extra, then it is still unique — 
mind you, this is a pretty dirty trick and 
certainly gets the adrenalin pumping, 
until you realise what is happening! 

Once you have mapped your maze, 
you can either retrace your steps and pick 
everything up or QUIT, reLOAD and 
travel through carrying your precious 
(you hope) artifacts with you — just don't 
forget where you are! 

Although this kind of maze is 
disappearing in favour of more complex 
nasties — it still points the way to how to 
solve most if not all mazes. You have gof 
to find a way to uniquely define each 
location. 



Perhaps your m,a/e is a mixture of the 
two above types — ouch? Just keep your 
cool and hope that there is a logical 
solution. "You are on a path in a forest", 
"You are on a path in a forest", "You are 
on a path in a forest" — how about 
EXAMINE TREES or EXAMINE PATH — 
you may well find a clue at one or all 
locations! 

Another devious one is for your 
location to alter something you are 
already carrying — perhaps your sword 
tarnishes or that magic mirror you have 
been holding onto, wondering what use it 
is — isshowing different reflecfionsas you 
move around the maze?! 

The ploys and puzzles within mazes 
have by no means been wrung dry and a 
well wrought, logical adventure maze can 
still give tremendous satisfaction. ..when 
solved ! 



Thorny subject 



Much has been written about tape copy 
programs. We all know that one of their 
primary uses is to cheat the software 
houses out of their rightful dues. All of 
them warn about this usage — but still, 
thousands of people "just make a copy for 
a friend"! 

It is of course nearly impossible to 
stop. Software houses can tackle the 
problem in three ways: (1) endeavour to 
make their programs 'uncopyable' (2) 
the bother or (3) increase the price to 
make up for losses. 

If you want a good product it is almost 
certain thai it was costly ro produce. 
Often, teams of programmers have 
worked on different aspects — music, 
graphics, etc — for months. 




To be sure you have mapped the maze 
you must try every possible direction 
from each location. Having done this you 
will end up with a map like that in figure 3. 
You must try every direction; program- 
mers are quite devious enough to make 
the only acceptable 'NVV move in the 
whole game, the way out of the maze to 
somewhere vital! 

To solve a maze such as this you must 
be able to carry enou gh objects to drop in 
the various locations! If you think about it, 
you will realise that it is possible to solve 
amaze whh one less object than there are 
locations. Jf only one place does not have 



Take care 

Sometimes the solution to a maze is 
starine you in the face — literally. Read 
the descriptions of all locations very 
carefully. ' You are on a raft in a slorm 
swept sea there are sharks all around vou" 
looks very similar to "You are on a raft in a 
Storm swept sea, there are sharks all 
around you". It is easy enough lo spot (he 
difference on this printed page but when 
those two descriptions follow one 
another on your screen — will you always 
notice the extra comma? Or a space, or a 
full stop at the end of one of them? 



Having said my piece, let us look at the 
other side of the coin: {1) it is useful to 
have your own back-up, in case, of 
catastrophe and (2) although many 
adventure games are now on 'Turbo Loao 
(and it's many variants), some take a long 
lime lo LOAD. 

I recently got a copy of HYPER- 
SAVE 64 for my CBM 64 — pro- 
duced by DOSOFT of Blackpool This 
utility enables a Hyperspeed copy of a 
standard LOAD cassette to be made. Not 
all tapes will be accepted but I would 
certainly recommend having one to hand, 
on the off chance! Impatient — that's me! 



SOFTWARE 





compiling your 
Christmas list? Let our 



through another 
jungle of Commodore 




QUESTION: COUl.D YOU BE 
responsible for ihe fall of the 
House of Usher? Answer: quite 
simply, yes. But it will take 
some doing. It's not thatthere's 
anything desperately new to 
get used to or, indeed, 
anything desperately difficult 
about it. No, it's just that there 
is a lot to get through. The 
concept of the game, however, 
is relatively novel although 
perhaps a little disappointing in 
terms of excilement value. But 
on with the game. The warpet 
and twisted minds of 
Generations of mad Ushers 
have devised a variety of 
tormenting challenges. On 
entering the ancestral home 
you are given a choice of nine 
rooms toenter in each of which 
there is a game to play. As stand 
alone games go it's fair to say 
that they are not up to much. 
Suffice to say, although they 
are all different, there is a touch 
of the 'donkey kongs' about 
them all. However, taken as a 
whole they are quite 
challenging because you have 
to successfully negotiate (hern 
all before you are allowed to 
enter a further two rooms to 
complete the game. Whether 
you live long enough to 
mastermind the Fall of the 
House of Usher is another 
matter though, 

KiM* 




THJS IS A BOOKLET/CASSETTE 
educational package which 
deals with sundry aspects of 
road transport. 

The booklet starts with a 
brief history of roads starting 
with the Ridgewav, a possible 
stone-age roan, through 
Roman roads and Macadam to 
modern motorways. The next 
part of the booklet deals 
succinctly with the workings of 
a car. Further sections rie.il with 
petrol consumption and the 
layout of roads in Britain. An 
interesting diversion from 
technicalities is a short extract 
from the "Wind in the willows' 1 



(Toad rather enjoys motoring... 
if you didn't know), a footnote 
suggesting that the child reads 
the rest of the book. Finally 
there are several games to play 
on the theme of car journeys. 
The booklet is very wel' 
thought out and presented. 

ie program supplied in 
the package endeavours to put 
into practice what has been 
learnt in the booklet You play 
the role of a delivery man and 
must make money from your 
service by using your van, 
petrol and the routes available 
efficiently. Calculations have to 
be made throughout the game. 
The graphics are simple but 
effective and can be used in 
further exercises suggested in 
the booklet as well as the main 
routine. 

Overall the program 
appeared to be the weakest 




section ot the package, 
used as a whole would serve as 
a good addition to any 
classroom. 

M.E.W. 



Terrorist 

★ ★ ★ * 
Virgin Games 
£7.95 

THE CITY HAS GOT A SEVERE CASE OF 
the terrorist attacks and Red Leader, the 
head of the anti-terrorist squad has been 
given the task of putting a stop to all the 
mayhem. First choose your rank: private, 
sergeant, captain or colonel and then 
study the map you have been given. Don'l 
take too long because the longer you take 
the more points you lose. Then it is off to 



the trouble spot. To transport you around 
the attack zone at speed, a helicopter has 
been placed at your disposal. You also 



have a police car and a boat to use in 
uncovering the roads and the rivers in the 
area. You transfer from one to another 
simply by pressing the allocated function 
keys. You can use the helicopter to 
transport both "the car and the boat to 
other parts of the attack zone. Points are 
scored for uncovering the roads, rivers 
and the attack locations and points are 
lost for going in the wrong direction or 
not moving at all. But watch your fuel 
levels closely. Fuel can be transferred to 



the boat and the car from the helicopter 
when it runs out but the helicopter must 
take on more fuel from the fuel dump 
before it crashes. The helicopter has three 
lives'. All locations under attack are 
revealed by a shell burst and you must 
rush to them immediately. When you get 
there the screen changes to show trie 
area in more detail. Silhouettes of the 
terrorists will appear but you must get in 
the first shot. At the end of the battle the 
casualties are counted and the location 
declared either safe or in the enemy's 
hands, So do your good deed for the day. 
A &reat game. K.M. 




Software reviews 




ISN'I I I NICE TO KNOW THAT 
at the end of a Ions and tedious 
day you can relax and rest 
assured that Borzak, the 
amazing bug-eyed beastie 
from Betelgeuse has been 
banished from whence he 
came? Apart from the fact that 
the joystick option was 
unresponsive, an irritating 
midemeanour to be sure, 
about the best part of this game 
was the 'tjarne over r screen 
which finally put Borzak out of 
his agony. The object of the 
game is to get Borzak back to 
his "ama/ing intergalactic 
craft" avoiding a variety of 
obstacles emerging from the 
right of the screen as it scrolls 
from right to left. You II be glad 
to know that there is a p<ime 
facility although I managed lo 
avoid temptation. Enough said. 

KM, 



Ghouls 

4r -fa *k 

Micropower 

M + joystick (optional) 

THEV SAV THAT OLD GHOSTS 
die hard, well something like 
that! It's true, I am having real 
difficulty with this one. Gnouls 
by Micropower is a vexing 
game. The concept of the game 
is to retrieve the Power Jewels 
from a rather nasty mansion. 
Within this delectable abode 
you will find poison tipped 
spikes, moving floors, spiders 
and the Ghoul. 

Your man, who resembles 
a distant relative of a Pacman 
with legs , has to traverse four 
floors of this mansion to get to 
the Power Jewels. The onfv ai ds 
you have are the occasionaly 
spring to step on and the odd 
Power Jewel to eat. Upon 



digesting this appetiser the 
Ghoul, who is slowly des- 
cending on you, disappears 
for a few seconds allowing you 
to continue your task 
unhampered. 

If you do die, and I can 
assure you it's very likely, the 
Ghoul will grin with pleasure. 
But you soon return to try and 
complete the level and move 
on to harder screens. When 
your little Pacman completes 
the fourth and final screen the 
Ghoul disintegrates before 
your eyes and Pacman jumps 
up and down. 

The game also contains a 
facility to turn sound off, which 
includes all the sound effects. 
It's a very fast game as you have 
a time limit to complete each 
screen in. There is a nigh-score 
table and a pause button as well 
as the fast loading system! 



T ATTACK 

Action from 









AT LAST A SOCIABLE 
computer game and a good 
one into the bargain. Bristles 
has a four player option and 
gives each player the choice of 
playing two painters. And that's 
the object of the game. ..simply 
to paint all the rooms in a 
variety of houses as quickly as 
possible. There are six skill 
levels to progress through and 
eight houses in each skill level, 
50 it's not exactly an easy task. 
It's not just a high score you're 
after either. On each skill level 
there is a hidden message 
which will appear in part after 
every house you complete the 
painting contract on. The 
ultimate challenge is to 
discover all the messages. 
What, no obstacles? Well not 
quite. In fact there are quite a 
few. Each player starts the game 
with ten paint brushes and gets 
an extra two for each house 
painted but also loses one for 
each mistake made. There are 
lifts to help you get from floor 
to floor but unless you time it 
right they will splatter you into 
the basement. There are also 
three ladders located in the lift 



shafts in the basement but, 
again, unless you are quick, the 
the lifts will splatter you. But 
the major obstacles are the 
flying half pints of paint which 
you nave to jump over or duck 
under and the dumb buckets. 
The bucket chucker is highly 
intelligent and will chase you 
from room to room. And 
there's more. Brenda the Brat is 
intent on making hand prints 
all over your freshly painted 
walls and the only way to stop 
her is by giving her a sweetie. 
There are also the steam pipes 
to watch out for which just 
happen to occassional ly 
protrude through the floors of 
some rooms. Oh, I almost 
forgot: sometimes you are 
painting with clear varnish and 
at other times you are painting 
in the dark. Gone off painting 
and decorating a bit? Well I'm 
not surprised^ but definitely 
give il a go before you give up 
completely. 

K..VI. 



THIS CAME HAVING BEEN A 
great success on the Spectrum 
has now been converted for 
the 64. At the time of it's 
original release, there was 
great acclaim for the unusual 
use of the 3D effects. To my 
mind the effects on the 64 are 
also very good albeit not quite 
as impressive as the Spectrum 
version. 

Notwithstanding the absurd 
spiei on the cassette inlay, the 
plot is tolerably simple. You 
control a small figure and 
attempt to locate unfortunates 
scattered about the deserted 
city of Antescher. The 
buildings of the city are 
represented as blocks and you 
get a nice perspective view of 
part of the city. As you move 
about, the scene scrolls 
diagonally showing more of 
the area. By pressing any of the 
function buttons, you can 
choose any one of four views of 
the area. The main problem is 
that the city is occupied with 
large quantities of giant ants 
which have this irritating habit 
of killing our hero. To evade 



dea^h, you can either try to out 
run them, climb up a building 
or throw one of your limited 
supply of grenades. 

when you encounter one 
of the lost souls, they make a 
suitably banal comment and, if 
you don't run too fast, follow 
you to safety. You must be 
careful, however, to protect 
both yourself and the rescued 
victim. 

The graphics are superbly 
simple comprising of grey 
blocks with different shades of 
grey to give perspective. The 
movement of the little man is 
accurate in as much that you 
can climb over, through and 
around the buildings. The 
animation of all figures is 
superb. The use of sound, on 
the other hand, was weak. 

Overall, whilst the visua 
effect is faultless, I found the 
play rather boring. After the 
first half hour, I found myself 
dearly wishing that something 
new would happen. 

A, E ■ VV . 
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SO YOU FANCY YOURSELF AS 
a bit of a cowboy do you? Care 
to live out your wild west fan- 
tasies? Anyway, here's your 
chance. High Noon leans 
heavily on this macho world to 
provide a neat little game plot. 
Needless to say you are the 
good guy in the scenario and, 
armed with your pistols, it is 
your responsibility to keep the 
peace in a not-so-quiet frontier 
town. You are up against a 
desperate gang of bandits 
intent on stealing the gold from 
the bank and the girls from the 
saloon. They'll come on 
horseback and on foot and 
armed with dynamite or just 
their six guns but, whatever it is 
it is bound to lead to a shoot 
out on main street. To prevent 
the loss of your bonus points 
you have to keep the girls and 
the loot safe so shoot First and 
ask questions later and 
remember, they won't shoot 
when there is a chance of 
shooting each other. ..the 



cowards. Of course there are a 
number of screens to progress 
through each of which is 
increasingly difficult. Event- 
ually, if you're good enough 
you will track them down to 
their hide-out in the hole in the 
wall when you will be faced 
with the final showdown. 
That's always assuming you 
escape the clutches of the 
overworked undertaker, Riga 
Mortis. 

K.M, 




Secret Agent 
* * * * 

Ftveways Software & "Hi 
MacGibbon Ltd. 

£9.75 
CBM 64 

THIS IS AN EDUCATION*! 
game with a difference. It 
comes as a package of cassette 
and booklet The booklet deals 
with real-life spies and those 
from fiction. After reading 
about spies, the reader is given 
activities to try, either writing a 
spy story or doing further 
research. To be a successful s'py 
you will need to understand 
about codes and spy kits. 
Similarly, a good grasp of 
Europe and it's cities is 
necessary. The booklet gives 
information about all these 
aspects and suggests extra 
activities. Having done the 
background work from the 
booklet, the game puts theory 
into practice. 

Your aim in the game is to 
capture an enemy agent who is 
travelling about turope killing 
off your resident agents. You 
have secondary aims in that 
you try to operate as fast as 
possible and to keep costs 
down. Fail to keep to your 



budget and to operatespeedily 
and you will end up pen- 
pushing behind a desk. A 
highly unworthy end for a 
secret agent! 

During the game your 
agents will send intelligence 
reports giving clues as to the 
whereabouts of the enemy. 
Some of these reports have the 
added difficulty of being in 
code. You can get help from 
headquarters to de-code the 
message but it costs extra 
money, as do messages from 
informants. When you think 
you know where the enemy is, 
you can dial up a time table of 
flights and trains out of town 
and to other cities. You can 
then travel to a City where you 
think he is and, with luck, 
capture him. 

This is a very good package 
in that it brings together all 
aspects of education. These 
include geography, history, the 
need to perform simple 
decoding and even the ability 
to use the 24 hour clock. 

In all, this is an excellent 
package wh ich can be used as a 
fun way to spend time at home, 
or can be usefully expanded to 
a project for use at school. 

M.E.W. 



El 




Cybertron Mission 

★ * * 
M tempo wer 

£6,95 



THIS IS YET ANOTHER COPY OF YET 
another successful game for the Atari. 
This is a copy of a game called Shamus in 
which you nave to run through rooms 
searching: for treasure while eliminating 
clones, drones or as they are called in this 



game, Spinners, Clones, Cyberdroids and 
a ghost of a player past. The difference 
between this one and other copies is the 
task you have to perform. 

In this game the player is told what 
treasure has to be retrieved and put in the 
safe. On the first level it is one treasure, on 
the next it is two and so on, I must point 
out that just before you enter a level there 
is this superb sound effect. It only lasts for 
«3 second or so bur it's great Anyway, 
there are 16 rooms on each level to 
explore while looking for the treasure, an 
indicator in the top right-hand corner 



indicates which room and what level you 
are on. 

I mentioned earlier the existence of a 
ghost. He cannot be killed but he can be 
stunned. Obviously as you travel through 
each level the spirit, when stunned, isn't 
stationary for a long a period. The game 
has reasonable graphics with good sound 
accompaniment, Jt has a pause facility and 
a high score table. I would have preferred 
the treasures and the safe in a different 
colour as they are occassionally hard to 
find. 



Software review 



Falcon Patrol 2 

★ * * * 
Virgin Games 




YOU HAVE GAINED THE 
upper hand in the war with 
your deadly enemy and it 
seems to be your VTOL that has 
done the trick. But now the 
enemy is about to launch a last 
ditch attack to win the war and 
it is up to you to prevent them 



from succeeding. For the 
battle, your VTOL has been 
armed with both air-to-air and 
air-to-ground missiles. 
Although your VTOL is nippy 
and highly manoeuvrable, it 
requires careful handling. You 
can't just turn around and 
chase the enemy, you have to 
slow down first. And the enemy 
is no pushover either. 
Although they have no VTOLs, 



they have three types of 
helicopters: transports which 
drop flak batieries and radar 
jammers, gunships which can 
shoot you down, and solos 
designed to lure you into 
making mistakes. A radar 
display at the bottom of the 
screen will indicate the 
enemy's position unless radar 
jammers have been dropped. 
Fully Fuelled and fully armed 



the VTOL curries '100 missile 
bul you are bound to need to 
take on more weaponsand fuel 
during the course of the battle. 
You do this by landing on the 
strategically located launch 
pads which remain serviceable 
until 75% are destroyed, But 
there are dangers in this. You 
are vulnerable and the enemy 
knows it. So beware otherwise 
you'll never make it through 
the 16 levels. 

KM. 





Magic Micro Mission 

Qukksilva 
.95 



THIS CAME OFFERS TWO GAMES OF 
different but unexceptional styles. The 
first game involves pseudo 3D movement 
effects to simulate the view forward from 
the cockpit of a spaceship. The idea of the 
game is to shoot approaching nasties 
before they reach you. You have a cross- 
hair sight to assist your aim. The graphics 
and use of colour were very nice but the 
actual action was appallingly unexciting. 

The second game is a maze type and, 
much to my surprise, was worse than part 
one. You control a robot and must move 
about a maze endeavouring to catch 
rampant ROMs (Read Only Memories). 
Your movement is impeded by patrolling 
resistors and RAM chips. If you get into 
trouble you can disable the opposition 
but you loose 5000 points, Since scoring 
was low, I didn'thavethisoption available 
very often. Graphically this segment was 
only just average. 

Overall, I found this package weak and 
really not any better than average. 



USING THE WORDS Of lilt 
accompanying booklet ./'Ballooning is 
an accurate simulation of a hot air 
balloon". In fact it was so accurate that the 
ascent took so long that it was very easy to 
fall asleep, thus missing the whole point of 
the game (you should be observing the 
dials giving your altitude and fuel etc). 
You start off at flying school learning how 
to fly and land your balloon. Following 
this, when you think you are ready, you 
take, your flying test and hopefully gain 
your wings. Should you wish to do a little 
extra work, you can keep a record of your 
altitude during your flights and try to 
make a duplicate flight. The booklet 
accompanying the cassette suggests 
alternative games which you can play 
using the package. 

The booklet covers many aspects of 
balloons and ballooning starting with 
their history through to the scientific 
principles of their flight. Suggestions for 
further research are provided so that the 
topic can be stretched as far as you want. 
An important aspect of flying is the abi I ity 
to read maps and estimate the effects of 
wind. Again this aspect is discussed in the 
booklet. 

The display gives a side view of your 
balloon moving across the terrain. Along 
the bottom of the screen are instrument 
dials showing altitude, rate of climb, fuel 
and temperature. Overall a reasonable 
package although the program seemed a 
little slow and tedious. 

Mi Ed W< 





Phase 4 

★ * ★ 
Channel a 

£6.95 
CBM + 



NO CONCESSIONS TO THE FAINT- 
hearted with this zapping game. It's 
straight in at the deep end with the kind of 
difficulty levels that killed video gaming as 
a pub sport. No sooner had you put your 
lOp in the slot when the game was over. 
There are ten or so different types of alien 
craft to zap most of wh ich are fi ring at you 
at the same time and all of which have a 
different value in termsof points. Take the 
first screen for example. It looks like 
you're defending the pyramids and not 
only do the aliens flit across the screen 
casually dropping tracers but there's one 
that homes in on you as well. And, with 
such a highly coloured background it's 
hard to tell where anything is, let alone 
avoid it. Ten straight forward hits, without 
taking a shot yourself, pushes you intothe 
next screen where you have a quick 
change into a more horizontal aspect 
before moving back to screen one's 
targets on an even more technicolour 
background. What else can I say? Still 
having played the game and written about 
it, I can t quite make up my mind whether 
it r s good ro bad. One thing is for sure. It's 
extremely irritating to play and lose so 
quickly, 

KM. 



See-Saw 

Quickstlva 

£7.95 



IT IS A GREAT TREAT TO 
review a game in which you do 
not chase anyone, are not 
chased by weird and wonderf u I 
characters or fire at space ships 
ad nauscum. This game is none 
or these but is so simple to be 
both addictive and chal- 
leneini 



You are theCrand Master in 
the guise of a little blue blob. 
Your fellow brothers have 
been captured by the wicked 
lord and his henchmen and 
I your task is to rescue them 
from his castle. The evil lord 
stands on the parapet of his 
castle and hurls oricks trying to 
dislodge you from your see- 
saw. However, you can use 
these bricks to your advantage 
by using a falling brick to 
propel a stationary one from 
your see-saw in the same 
~ anner as some acrobats at the 



circus (principle of moments 
and all that). You can aim these 
propelled rocks and, with luck, 
dislodge the lord's henchmen 
from the walls. Rid the 
battlements of sufficient 
henchmen and you can get 
yourself propelled over the 
castle walls without being 



QUICK 



grabbed. The lord and his 
henchmen are cowards and 
once you are in the castle they 
flee enabling you to rescue 
your friends. 

On the next level, some of 
the bricks are heavier than 
others thereby making your 
task more difficult. Since I am 
yet to progress beyond level 2, 1 
cannot comment on how 
things proceed from there. 

Graphically this game is 
simple but brilliantly effective 




SNAP! ROCKFORD CRACKS INTO 
action, ready and waiting to be steered 
through the caves in search of jewels. He 
has to collect the indicated amount of 
jewels before the mysterious door to the 
next cave is revealed on the screen. Of 
course you might not see it at once 
because the game has a fairly large 
scrolling screen. The main danger for 
Rockford in each cave are the boulders 
which drop into the tunnels that he 
excavates in search of the jewels. 
Although they drop predictably enough, 
they still make a tasty strawberry jam out 
of Rockford. Apart from the boulders 
there are the growing amoebas to block, 
fireflies to avoid, enchanted walls to 
activate, butterflies to turn into jewels, to 
name but a few delights of this excellent 
arcade game. There are sixteen caves 
altogether to work your way through and 
five difficulty levels for each cave. And 
there is a bonus life too. Every five 
hundred points you score adds to the 
measly three original lives Roc kford starts 
the game with. What's more, he needs 
them. 



IF IT NEVER ACHIEVES ANYTHING ELSE, 
this game must have one of the longest 
titles in the market. From the instructions 
the Strontium Dog is really a mutant 
called johnny Alpha (does the author 
read Harry Harrison? ). Our hero is on the 
trail of a couple or renegade mutants 
called the Stix Brothers. The action takes 
place on the Planet of the Renegades 
where we find Johnny shot down in no 
man's land. Hence, our man of the 
moment must cross the planet shooting, 
avoiding a wide range of nasties. 

From the nature of the task, you won't 
be surprised to hear that the game is of the 
scrolling type. You are shown the side 
view of the planet. This steadily scrolls 
from right to left giving theappearanceof 
general movement to the right. Scattered 
along the way are animated nasties, plants 
and the occassional rock. Collision with 
these has a nasty effect on our hero's 
strength. Excessive depletion of his power 
results in his demise. Occasionally rather 
useful objects yield valuable points. You 
can vary your speed across the planet, b ut 
this rapidly depletes your strength. If 
trouble looms you can use electro-flares 



to dazzle the opposition or time bombs to 
move back from trouble. 

Graphically the game is very nicely 
done with plentiful use of raster 
interrupts. Similarly the use of sound is 
effective and suits the scenario perfectly. 
Along the bottom of the screen is an 
overall view of the plane! showing your 
progress. 

OK, how does it play? Well, at low 
levels it doesn't present a significant 
challenge and soon became rather 
boring. This is aggravated by the fact that 
completing one level simply puts you 
back at the start of the next level. In fact, 
after completing the first screen, I put the 
cassette to bed,„permanently. 

A.E.W. 
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TIME ZONE IS ONE OF THOSE 
straightforward, honest-to- 
eoodness zappinggames with a 




playing zone which scrolls 
from right to left. You are the 
pilot of combat craft Alpha 
chasing the evil Terrilon out of 
the galaxy. The problem is 
recognising them when you 
see them because they are a | 
race of shape changers. Their 
shape depends on' the time 
zone in which they choose to 
travel, In the 20th century Ihey 
attack as helicoplers, UB40 
cards, cruise missiles and tanks, 
in the medieval era as castles, 
arrows and winged horses. 
Classically they are temples and 
pyramids and in the pre- 
ustoric era pterodactyls, 
snakes and volcanoes. 
Presently they are drones and 
assorted space craft. The sole 
object of trie K<ime is to destroy 
them once and for all, But 
every time you clear all five 
sectors the difficulty level of 
the game will automatically 
increase, Can you win you may 
well ask? Welf if you don't try 
who knows. 

ILM 



Chiller 




* * * * 




Mastertronics 




i CRM 64 + Joystic 


k (Optional) 



YOU'VE SEEN THE VIDEO, 
you've seen the making of the 
video, and you've heard the 
single, Now play thegame! Yes, 
you too can be a werewolf with 
Mastertronics Chiller. I was, 
when I saw the package, very 
sceptical of this game. But now 
I've played it, it could get on to 
my top twenty favourites of all 
time. 

I think the best way to 
describe it is as a high- 
resolution graphic realtime 
arcade adventure (if that's 
possible!). The basic idea is to 
rescue your girl friend from a 
house of the dead and get her 
back to the car. The problem is 
that you have to get through 
five screens of Zombies, 
collecting the magic crosses- 



Once you get to her you then 
have to get back (with her) to 
the car, Both you and the girl 
have to collect the crosses. The 
blue for you and the red for 
her. 

Both characters are played 
with the same joystick by 
pressing the fine button and 
this automatically switches to 
the other character. The 
graphics are superb and the 
sound is very good. 



Punctuation 
Pete/Worrffinder 
# * ★ # 

Fiveways Software & Hi! 
Mai Gibbon 
£9.95 
CBM 64 



DID YOU KNOW THAT 

"London' is a Celtic name 
meaning "the place of 
londinos fl or that 'Pitlochry' is 
Pictish meaning stony farm or 
that 'Chester comes from 
Ceaster meaning Roman fort? 
All these snippets came from 
the booklet accompanying 
'Punctuation Pete'. This is one 
of a series of educational 
packages comprising a cassette 
and booklet. The booklet 
contains a potted history, 
cartoons and lots of follow-up 
Ktivities> all relating to words 
and English. 

The first part of the booklet 
covers story writing. Cartoons 
are used to illustrate the start of 
a story followed by a cartoon 
plus text for the next section. 
You are then invited to 
complete the story and 
pictures. There are other 
sections covering dialogue 
writing and a series of word 
games, crosswords, anagrams 



and code breaking. 

The cassette contains two 
programs. The first.. Punctua- 
tion Pftte, comes with three 
difficulty levels and gives a 
passage for the ch ild to correct. 
The keyboard is used to control 
Pete as he walks the lines of 
prose, stopping to allow the 
child to choose what to do. 
When the passage is finished, 
Pete will mark the work and if it 
is correct he will reward the 
child by jumping and waving. 
The routine used a large 
Primary school' type Font, 
which was both attractive and 
easy to read. The use of 
animation was smooth and 
skilful. 

On the reverse of the tape 
was a Thesaurus which carried 
a dictionary of about 1000 
words through which the child 
could discover the relation- 
ships between words and the 
concept of the simile. These 
words were used in hangman 
and anagram games. 

Overall this is a good 
package which makes the 
English language tun (not an 
easy thing to do) and is suitable 
for use in both the classroom or 
at home. M.E*W. 




Felix In The Factory 
★ * 

Mictopower 

CBM 64 + joystick (optional 

THIS IS ANOTHER VALIANT 
attempt at resurrecting the 
game of Apple Panic, it's a 
variation on a theme with an 
interesting new task but it's 
still basically a ladders game. 
The idea of this game is to keep 
the generator, at the bottom of 
the screen, running. This is 
accomplished by running up 
the landers and getting the oil 
can. When you nave returned 
to the generator and filled it 
up, the can disappears and you 



have to start again. 

Whilst you are innocently 
maintaining this machinery, 
the Gremlins are trying to 
knock you off the platform 
which you hav to traverse 
to get the oil can. So by 
using the pitchfork, which 
s on one of the plat- 
forms, you try to knock 
them off the floors. Also* after a 
short time, a rat occasionally 
makes a dash across the 
platform. If you are lucky 
enough to have the bag of 
poison with you and you drop 
it in front of the rat, yoG gain 
extra points for killing it. 

Meanwhile, at the bottom 
of the screen the generator is 
getting low on oil and, since 
you can only carry one thing at 
a time, it's a race to the can 
again. One thing to be careful 
of is the conveyor belt at the 
bottom on which you have to 
run because, also moving on 
the belt are numerous 
packages which you have to 
jump over. If you get knocked 
off or knocked over, you could 
lose a life. The sound isn't 
much to write home about but 
the graphics are passable. 

S.LF.P. 
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Cuthbert Enters the 
Tombs of Doom 

* * * * 
Microdenl 

+ Joystick 



AFTER PRODUCING A HUGE 
volume of Dragon sort ware, 



Microdeal are now into the 
CBM 64 market. This program 
continues the theme set on the 
Dragon by featuring Cuthbert, 
an overweight schoolboy with 
a taste tor adventure. As clearly 
suggested by the title, this 
game is a graphical adventure 
set in a maze of interlinked 
rooms. {1 believe that there are 
in excess of 200 of them! !) 
During his travels, Cuthbert 



must collect a number of 
things. First, keys are necessary 
to open doors barring his 
route. There are lanterns, rings, 
golden apples and urns which 
yield points. All of these items 
are found tn niches in the walls. 

Your travels are impeded in 
a number of ways, mere are 
sundry nasties which appear in 
the rooms and will Kill you 
given a chance. You are, of 
course, armed with a laser with 
which the enemy can be shot. 
The air between doors is 
limited and gradually 
decreases with time. You must 
therefore remember to unlock 
doors regularly before air runs 
out. There is one other method 
of protection. To aid your 
movement through some 
rooms, there are matter 
transporters. You have three 
coloured lamps which can be 
used in rooms of the 
corresponding colour. If the 



lamp is full, you can freeze the 
enemy once. You must then 
refill the lamp by scoring 
points. Filling a lamp also lights 
up letters in the word 
CATACOMB written at the top 
of the screen. When all of the 
letters are lit up, you get 
another life. 

Overall this is a well 
designed game with tasteful 
^rjphics <jnd a jolly rather 
tedious sound track. Certain of 
the rooms are designed so that 
cunning and tactics must be 
adopted to collect treasure or 
open doors. As with many 
games, the actual system for 
solution is fixed and can be 
resolved given time. You can, 
however, vary many of th 
game parameters to increase 
the difficulty of the game. My 
best is room 111 and that leaves 
me feeling exhausted. In all, a 
nice one. 




I HAVE JUST SPENT A VERY 
energetic afternoon swim- 
ming, diving, pole vaulting, 
gymnastics, running and skeet 
snooting and all without 
eaving the comfort of my 
computer corner. Quicksilva's 
new game jumps on the 
Olympic bandwagon and does 
it very well. The program starts 
with the opening ceremony, 
The flame is lit and doves are 
set loose to fly across the 
screen. You are then invited to 
enter your name and choose 
the country you represent. An 
approximation to your national 
anthem will be plaved if you 
win. (Up to 8 players can 
participate). You can tnen elect 
to either try a single event or 
partake in all. If you wish you 
can even practice any events 
you choose. 

In the diving you have four 
dives and you can vary the dive 
(and tarrif) by deft mani- 
pulation of the joystick. Next is 
the pole-vault which needs a 
lot of dexterity and timing to 
clear the bar. The next events 
are the 400 metre relay and t he 
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100 metre dash, Both races are 
against the clock as are the two 
swimming races. 

The gymnastics are great 
fun especially as everytimc 1 
tried a vault the gymnast either 
landed on her face or rear end! 
The most difficult of all was the 
skeet shoot, probably because 
it was the most realistic. You 
have to shoot cither single or 
double clays from several 
positions. The simulation was 
most accurate and even 
included the effects of shot 
scatter. 

The graphics in this game 
are of a very high standard with 
detailed high resolution 
backdrops and excellently 
animated sprites. Overall this is 
an excellent program and is 
probably the best 'Olympic' 
program available. 



Swoop 

★ * * 
Micro-Power 

£6 95 

CBM 64 + Joystick (Option; 

CAN THIS BE TRUE? I'M SI KL 
it isn't — I think it is. Yes folks, 
it's Calaxians time again. 
Swoop is yet another imitation 
of that old game which people 
just wont let go. The difference 
between this one and others is 
that if a Galaxian, sorry, Space 
Vulture gets past you it lays an 
explosive egg in your path, 
which means if you touch it 
you blow up or if you don't you 
could be cornered and get 
blown up anyway] 



As you progress through 
the levels the Calaxians, cops, 
space vultures get more 
ferocious and it dor -i ; ; n 
lot of agility on the higher 
l.levels. Yet again, the music on 
ihis Micro-power offering is 
outstanding and a nicq 
graphics touch has been 
added. The stars in th 
background move at d iff e 
rates, giving an impression of 
depth and when your craft 
explodes the debris is scattered 
in a wide arc. 

The game has different skill 
levels and a high score facili 
There is also a pause button, 
in all fairness it's not a bad cop 
of Swoop, sorry, Calaxians! 

S.LF.P* 
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THE 64 SOFTWARE CENTRE 
1 Princeton Street, London WC1 

07-4300954 



Business accunts 

Sales Ledger (Anagram) d 75.00 

Purchase Ledger (Anagram) d 75.00 

Cashbook (Anagram) d 75-00 

Sales Ledger (Ramtop) t 14.50 

Purchase Ledger (Ramtop) t 14.50 

Accounts package (Ramtop) d.t 115.00 

Cashbook (Microsimplex) d 172.50 

Cashbook (Gemini} d 64.95 

Cashbook (Gemini) t 59.95 

Final Accounts (Gemini) d 64.95 

Final Accounts (Gemini) t 59.95 

Cashbook & Final A/Cs (Gemini) d 99.95 

Cashbook & Final A/Cs (Gemini) c 89.95 

Inventory 64 (MMS) d 29,95 

Stock Control (Gemini) d 24.95 

Stock Control (Gemini) t 19.95 

Stock Control (Anagram) d 75.00 

Home applications 

Budgeteer (Adamsoft) t 8.95 

Checkbook Manager (Adamsoft) d 14.95 

Home Accounts (Gemini) d 24.95 

Home Accounts (Gemini) t 19.95 

Home Office (Audiogenic) t 14.95 

Home Accounts (Fieldmaster) d 29.95 

Database systems 

Magpie 64 (Audiogenic) d 75,00 

Mailpro 64 (Pro-Line) d 79.35 

Oracle 64 (B.I.) d 125.00 

Practifile 64 (MMS) d 44.50 

Simply File 64 (Simple) d 69.00 

Superbase 64 (Precision) d 89,95 

Figaro 64 (Saxon) d 86.25 

Gemini Database d 24.95 

Gemini Database c 19.95 

Spreadsheets 

Busicalc (Supersoft) d,t * 17.95 

Calcresult Adv. (Handic) d 99.00 

Easy Calcresult (Handic) d 49.95 

Multiplan 64 (Hesware) d 99.95 

Practicalc 64 (MMS) d 44.50 

Practical 64 (MMS) t 39.95 



d " disk t = tape c - cartridge 

ALL IN STOCK NOW — Callers welcome 
(10am— 6pm incl Saturdays) 

Mail Order: Cheque or PO — add £3 for items over £30, others free 
Credit cards (Access/Visa): phone or write. Immediate despatch 

Th e 64 Soft wa re Centre, rRef Y c > 
1 Princeton Street, London WC1 

Please supply the following items: 

1 Qty Ut £ , 

2 Qty (<*£ 

3 Qty £ 

4 Qty,.„ r (ti>€ „ 

TOTAL £ .„ 

POSTAGE £ ... 

TOTAL £ , » ■■ 

Name Address 

Visa/ Access Card No 



Date Signature 



Programmers* Aids & Utilities 

Supabasic (Interceptor) c 8.95 

BC Basic (Kuma) c 57,50 

Cadpack (Adamsoft) d 35.00 

Chartpak 64 (Adamsoft) d 24.95 

Forth 64 (Audiogenic) c 29.95 

Forth 64 Advanced (Hesware) c 50.00 

Graphics Designer (Adamsoft) d 19*95 

Jetpack (DTL) d 39.95 

Jetpack (DTL) c 14.95 

Logo (CBM) d 57.50 

Master 64 (Supersoft) d 71.30 

Mikro Assembler (Supersoft) c 59.80 

Hesmon Monitor (HesWare) c 34.95 

Pilot (CBM) d 75.00 

Printlink 64 (Supersoft) t 32.20 
Quickchart 64 (Adamsoft) t 6.95 

Screen Graphics (Adamsoft) d 14.95 

Simons Basic (CBM) c 47.50 
Sprite Aid (Adamsoft) t 6.95 

Stat 64 (Handic) c 29.95 

Superdisk Utility (Adamsoft) d 12.50 

Synthy 64 (Adamsoft) d 14.95 

Turtle Graphics II (HesWare) c 54.95 

Ultrabasic 64 (Adamsoft) d 19.95 

Ultysynth (Quicksilva) t 14.95 

Victree 64 (Supersoft) c 56.35 

64 Doctor (MMS) d 19.95 

Doodle (Quicksilva) d 14.95 

Songwriter (Scarborough) d 34.95 

Master Composer (Access) d 44.95 

Music Master (Supersoft) d 19.95 

Word Processors 

Heswriter (Hesware) c 39.95 

Paperclip 64 (B I.) 96.90 

Simply Write 64 (Simple) d 46.00 

Simply Write 64 (Simple) t 40.25 

Vizawrite 64 (Viza) d 79.95 

VizaspeH 64 (Viza) d 59,95 
Educational & Languages 

Essential Italian [Dell] d 16,95 

Essential Italian (Dell) t 14.95 

Besieged (Sulis) t 9.95 

Word power (Sulis) t 9.95 

Time Traveller (Sulis) t 9.95 

Just a Mot (Sulis) t 9.95 
various subjects: Callisfo, Collins, Commodore etc. 
War simulations 

Battle for Normandy (SS) d 34 + 95 

Knights of the Desert (SS) d 34.95 

Eaqles (SS) d 34,95 

Tigers in the Snow (SS) d 34.95 

Geopolitique (SS) d 39.95 

Flight simulators 

Flight Path 737 (Anirog) t 7.95 

Interdicter Pilot (Supersoft) d 19.95 

Interdicter Pilot (Supersoft) c 17.95 

Flight Simulator (IFR) d.t 24.50 

Flight Simulator II (Sublogic) d 47.50 

Solo Right (US Gold) d,t 14.95 

Heathrow (HC) t 7.95 
Business Simulations 

Commodities (Blue Chip) d 50.00 

Real Estate (Blue Chip) d SO.OO 
Games 



A large assortment in disk, cassette and cartridge. 



Exploit the graphics 
capabilities of the 



the right tools* Simon 
Palmer and David 
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KOALA PAD TOUCH TABLET 
Koala Technologies Corp- 
oration 

Commodore 64 

I KNOW KOALAS COME 
from Australia, but this one is 
definitely American, being an 
art package of a high calibre. It 
comes from trie Koala 
Technologies Corporation, the 
software is written by Audio 
Light UK and distribution is in 
the care of Audiogenic. 

"Koala Pad" Touch 
Tablet 

Attractively packaged in a 
bright red box, Koala's touch 
tablet comes complete with 
operating instructions for the 
software and touch tablet, plus 
a stylus for drawing on the 
touch -tablet. 

Readers might find useful 
the following brief explanation 
of how a basic touch-tablet 
works. Imagine two sets of 
wires running north to south, 
and cast to west. When the 
sty lus is pressed onto the board 
it pushes down on to the wires 
and contact between the 
horizontal and vertical wires 
induces x and y coordinates in 
one form or another. These are 
then translated into signals 
which can be understood by 
the computer 

The software which is 
supplied is available on tape or 
disc and, as usual, it took a 
long time to load from tape. In 
this interval I took the 
opportunity to flick through 
the manual and immediately 
observed that it was written for 
the disc-based system, with just 
an insert for tape-users. 
However, since the Koala 
tablet is so easy to use, the 
manual is gloriously short and 
concise f 

The Koala pad itself is made 
of a very strong plastic, and it 
plugs into joystick Port 1. A 
long cable facilitates armchair 
operation and therefore 
greater comfort. It uses two 
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registers to gain the stylus 
location information from the 
pad. For example, here is a 
simple little routine which 
changes the colours of the 
screen as the stylus is moved 
around the touch-pad> 

10 A=PEEK(54297):B=PEEK 

(54298) 

20 POKE53280,A:POKE 

53281,B 

30 GOT0 10 
It's crude but effective) 

Another application could 
be the creation of a new 
musical instrument by using 
l wo different voice registers on 
the SID chip. However, I am 
digressing from the main thrust 
of this article — it is so easy to 
indulge in these fascinating by- 
plays! 

Koala Painter 

In conjunction with the Koala 
Pad, the Koala Painter opens up 
a new world for the user who 
wants to create high-level 
graphics with relative ease. 



With quick pen strokesyou can 
switch from facility to facility, 
from paint brusn to paint 
brush. This ensemble is by no 
means a direct competitor to 
the Pluto Graphics machine, 
but for around £80, it is good 
value for money. 

Once loaded, the machine 
displays the painter menu. It is 
divided into three sections: 
commands which flash when 
activated; brushes, under 
which relevant item a small 
block appears; colour palette 
on which 16 different colours 
are displayed, together with a 
further 16 patterned colours 
below them. 

There are 17 different 
commands, of which 14 apply 
to graphics. The remaining 3 
are facilities for erasing the 
total picture, saving or loading 
a picture, and erasing the last 
penstroke made. 

When you enter the storage 
mode you can select either 
tape of disc for your medium. 
This facility also enables you lo 
initialise a new disc without 



exittinc ihe program. The 
"Oops command is very 
useful indeed, because it is 
almost certain that at some 
time when you are using the 
painter, a mistakewill be made, 
this command will remove the 
last penstrokes or "fills" made 
on the picture, enabling you to 
start it again. The Erase 
command simply removes the 
picture on the first screen, 
leaving it ready for another 
classic masterpiece. 

The 14 graphics commands 
enable you lo simply draw or 
construct a picture from the 
box or circle commands a( will. 
A selection of the commands 
which I must mention are, 
"XCOLOR" (American 
spelling, not mine!) which will 
change a particular colour in 
the picture to another by 
nominating the new colour 
desired and then placing the 
cursor pointer over the target 
colour. 

The next command is called 
"Mirror". This simply splits the 
| screen into quarters and copies 
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whatever is drawn in one 
section into the others, line for 
line. However, if after 
completing a complex picture, 
you want to transfer a 

Particular object which you 
ave created to another spat e 
in the picture., the "Mirror" 
command will not suffice, as 
the object in question is 
already on the screen; this is 
where the "Copy" command 
comes into it's own- 
Koala's "Copy" command 
reproduces the desired 
graphics and, since it is a square 
around the particular shape 
you're after, it also reproduces 
the graphics on the periphery 
of the command's action. 
Perhaps the user could benefit 
from this useful tip which I 
picked up whilst playing 
around with this section; this 
involves the use of another 
command called "Swap". 
Basically what (his command 
does it to transfer the user from 
one screen to a second screen. 
I found that, by transferringthe 
graphics I wished to copy to the 
second screen, and then by 
using the "Draw" command in 
the same colour as the 
background, I could eliminate 
the peripheral graphics not 
required, and then transfer it 



back to the original screen. 

Finally, in the command 
section I decided to see how 
-accurate the "Fill" command 
would be^The manual says that 
it can spill into other areas of 
the picture if the graphics are 
not completely enclosed. This 
is logical out attention is drawn 
to the fact that you ca n on ly use 
3 colours and a background 
colour in a given space. 

With this information in 
mind, I started to play with the 
"Fill . It is most efficient but 
colour-collision does occur 
when more than the stipulated 
number of colours are used. I 
feel that this is not so much due 
to the limitations of the 
software, but possibly lht j 
computer itself restricts the 
more ambitious inclinations of 
the exploring user! (Yes, even 
the CBM 64 cannot do 
everything!) 



Brushing up 



This package contains more 
brushes than Rolf Harris's paint 
box! Seriously though, 8 
brushes are supplied in the 
Koala Painter from a single line 
to five lines, or even a very 
thick brush. So, in conjunction 



with some of the commands 
such as "Frame" you get some 
very pleasant designs to play 
with. Instead of getting a single 
box on the screen you get five 
or, if you wish, by using the 
"Draw command, you can 
literally stgn your signature on 
the screen. Mind you, it does 
not run fast enough to facilitate 
a normal writing speed but, at 
medium pace, it will give a fair 
representation. This is a good 
way of discovering how fast a 
package runs, and how 
accurate it can draw. 

We now move on to an 
important part of the software 
— the "Colour Palette", It is 
most interesting to see how I his 
section has been designed. 
There are 16 solid colours and 
16 patterned colours from 
which to choose. If for 
example, you wished to have a 
patterned colour comprised of 
red and blue, you would move 
the pointer over the red solid 
square and press the button on 
the pad. The border of the 
screen turns red, and the 
patterned colours all now 
contain red as one of the two 
colours. You then simply move 
the pointer over the desired 
patterned colour which 
appears under the blue colour. 



You can now paint in the 

f>atterned colour, or more 
requently it would be used to 
fill in a section of the screen. 
There is an arrow marker at 
the side of the Colour Palette 
which indicates the type of 
colour being used — either 
solid or patterned, thus you do 
not mistakenly use the wrong 
type and have to resort to the 
1 Oops" command! In theory, 
since you have available 16 
solid and 16 patterned colours, 
256 combinations are achie- 
vable. 

Pictures outside the 
program 

It is most likely that, if you 
create a good picture, you will, 
like all artists want an 
exhibition for family and 
friends to admire your skill. 
You will also want to show it 
w ithout all the hassle of loading 
the art program. Well, Koala 
have had the foresight to put a 
program in the manual which 
will enable you to load the 
picture from disc without using 
the Koala Painter. You may 
have already spotted that I surd 
"disc" and not "tape" as welL I 
would have thought that since 
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most computer owners at 
present have only cassette and 
not disc, ft would be more 
advantageous to include a rape 
version of the program. As I 
said earlier, the manual is 
written for disc users and not 
the cassette-tied populace. But 
even so, this does mean that if 
you are an adventure fanatic, 
you could design the graphics 
for your latest adventure, and 
by using the program in the 
manual, display them via the 
disc. 

Now, throughout this 
article, I have not mentioned 
anything about example 
graphic screens. The manual 
and all rhe other bits of paper 
coming with the Koala Pad do 
not mention any extra screens 
so, obviously, there aren't any. 
Wrong — there is a picture 
contained in the tape directly 
after the program itself. This 
depicts a jungle scene and is 
quite good, So why did they 
not say something about it in 
the manual? I don't know — 
people are funny! 

To conclude 

Although this is not the only 
package available for graphics, 
considering all factors, plusses 
and minusses, at £80 or 
thereabouts it is jolly good 
value for money with a 
formidable array of commands 
and faciliries summarized as 
follows:- 

DRAW, FRAME, CIRCLE, 
XCOLOR r MIRROR. U N L r 
BOX, DISC, COPY, SWAP r 
LINES, RAYS. FILL. ZOOM 
STORAGE, OOPS, ERASE. 
8 Brushes 

16 Colours + 16 Patterns (256 
Combinations,) 

S,L,F,P, 



DESIGNER 04 
Studio Software 
£32.95 

Commodore 64 

QUOTING THE MANUAL, 
Designer 64 is a design and 
layout application program 
which incorporates a screen 
character layout editor and a 
program generator. 

As aft Commodore 64 
owners know, this computer is 
capable of tremendous 
graphics with the right 
software. A lot of potential for 
good but simple graphics are 
built in via the keyboard but, if 
you know how, then greater 
things are possible 

I expected to be able to tap 
some of the 64 J s true potential 
from this piece of software, 
especially as it carries the much 
desired Commodore App- 
roved Logo. It rs possible that 
the product I received was pre- 
release as it came to me in a 
plastic bag with a label 
indicating what it was. The 
manual is substantial (A4) size, 
of considerable thickness and 
very clear and easy to read. 

Aims and ambitions 

With this program it was my 
intention to bang out some 
rather nice introduction pages 
to some of the programs I 
write. Also, I was going to lay 
out some day-to-day diary 
pages, I had success on the 
second job but not the first. 
Read on and I shall explain 
why. 

My copy came with a 
second disc which had a few 
dempnstration pictures, 
created with the software. The 
most interesting part of the 
package was that, after a design 
had been created, the program 
could translate what you had 



into a BASIC program, and that 
the BASIC listing could then be 
used in your own programs. To 
help achieve thrs, a merge 
routine could be used outside 
the program but, I must point 
out that it would have nothing 
to do with gosubs and gotos so 
its use is limited; however, 
used within the context of 
Designer 64 it is perfectly 
adequate. 

UsinE these facilities, I 
designed my diary page and 
saved it to disc. I then wrote a 
little bit of BASIC around the 
program asking the date and 
the day of the week and, also, 
for how many days I wanted a 
printout. After inputting this 
information, it would print out 
pages of a diary which I often 
use. It is cheaper than a diary 
and, of course, I can have as 
many diaries as I choose. A 
useful application but hardly 
one to stretch a program to its 
limits. 



Underused 

The idea is to choose a shape. 
When you have chosen the 
shape you want, which must be 
a letter, number or graphics 
key, you then manipulate the 
shape. You can magnify, 
reduce, rotate and move it 
around the screen, fill the 
page with it and so on. The 
most important thing to note is 
that you are limited to the pre- 
defined Commodore key 
shapes. To my mind this was 
hardly adequate. It was not 
possible to draw true straight 
fines except by plotti ng a li ne of 
the relevant characters; an 
absence of commands such as 
circle, etc. meant that it was 
difficult to make anything look 
better than lumpy', for want of 



a better word. I can achieve 
almost the same results by 
clearing the screen, placing the 
characters I want to make the 
desired picture on the screen, 
putting a line number, 
question mark and a quote 
mark at the extreme left edge 
of the screen and pressing 
return. Repeal this down the 
screen and you then have your 
design as program lines: most 
important of all it costs 
nothing! 

Admittedly a degree of 
animation is possible with 
Designer 64 but nothing that 
could not be done fairly simply 
through BASICanyway. All this 
software does is take the 
graphic capabilities of the 64 at 
its lowest level, beef up the 
way you can move thern 
around on screen, change 
colours and turn it into 'a 
finished subroutine. Deeper 
reading of the manual reveals 
that almost half of it is not 
concerned with actually using 
the graphics side of the 
machine but with disc use 
aspects and glossaries. 

Without practice this was 
not an easy program to use and 
there was much to be 
remembered. Use of the 
keyboard and function keys 
was good though, and on 
screen prompts were logical. It 
was possible to get goocTscreen 
dumps using a Commodore 
printer but there was 
absolutely no help given in the 
manual for the many people 
who use non-Commodore 
machines. If you want screen 
dumps from any of the more 
popular dot-matrix printers 
you would have to work out 
your own way of doing it. 

More potential 

Designer 64 is not an expensive 

Erogram compared to some 
ut it is certainly not in the 
pocket money bracket. To be 
honest, I don't think I would 
buy it unless I had a very 
specific use for its facilities, I 
must stress that it is very 
definitely a low-resolution 
drawing aid and therefore lacks 
a lot of potential. I get the 
feeling that it is a wasted 
opportunity and that for just a 
few pounds more it would be 
possible to get far more 
sophisticated design packages. 
Look closely at it before you 
buy as I feel that you may not 
be getting quite what you 
expect. To be fair though 
it does what it does very well 
and, if its design potential is 
adequate for what you want, 
then it is an excellent product 
and should make things a lot 
easier. 







64 Graphic 



>mmon queries 
received by 'Your 
Commodore' 



found in the program 
We hope 




SYMBOLS 





FX, Tout invites you 
to recover the four 
crowns of AdeFim and 
thus succeed where 
lesser mortals have 
failed. 





IN THE PRE-COMMODORE 
days of old. Adelim ruled over 
the four kingdoms of 
Adclanthia. He held the four 
crowns and was a wise and 
powerful king. But he had an 
enemy — his name was Trewts. 
He planned and schemed until 
one day he slew Adelim and 
stole the four crowns, He took 
them back to his dark castle 
and hid them. Darkness has 
prevailed since that time, and 
all efforts to regain the crowns 
have failed. 

One searcher alone, with 
courage and determination, 
might succeed where armies 
have failed. ..are you that 
searcher? 



Inst ructions 

In screen 1, I have used alt 
characters as this makes it 
easier to itemise the collision 
detection but, of course> the 
character swimming tend* to 
flash. However, from screen 2 
onwards, it's sprites all the way 
— all 8 sprites, in machine 
code, plus fast, smooth screen 
scrolling on screen 4. 

Screen 1 

Swim around underwater, 
collecting all the treasure 
chests but don't hit anything 
else. When you have got all the 



chests, a key will appear. Pick 
up this key and the underwater 
gate will open, an<f allow you 
onto screen 2. 

Insert joystick in port 2, 
move up/oown, etc. 

Screen 2 

Jump^he creatures and levels 
to get the crown. 

Left = walk left : Right " walk 
right 

Forward and fire button "jump 
Screen 3 

Climb the castle walls, avoiding 
the falling rotating blades. 

Left = left ; Right = right 

Screen 4 

Run the gauntlet, avoid the 
enemy soldiers and regain the 
crown. 

Forward - up : Back = down 

Screen 5 

Step on and off floating 
platforms. 

Left - left : Right = right 



20 — 499 
600 — 960 
1999 - 35099 
39999 — 40020 

4004O 

61890 — 63500 



Download U,D,G,s 
Set pointer 
Sprite data 
Move sprites (sc. 1) 
Re m med * it ik i* jr 
Print water (sc. 1) 



10 — 
1000 - 
3000 - 
6000 - 
8000 - 
9000 - 
9200 - 
9300 ■ 
50000 
50005 
50100 
61120 
63005 
63200 
63400 
63750 



100 

- 1030 

- 5325 

- 6100 

- 8099 

- 9099 

- 9299 

- 9399 

— 50001 

— 50099 

— 50110 

— 63005 

— 63050 

— 63399 

— 63720 



Variables 
Sc. 1 

Move character (sc. 1) 
Score 

Sc. 2 
Sc. 3 
Sc. 4 
Sc. 5 

Clear msb 
Routine for sc, 2 
Jump (sc. 2) 
Print water 
Dec. lives 
Title page 
Intro 

Music (got crown) 




Variables. 



V = 53248 (sp. variable) 

Y2 y pos sp. 1 

X2 x pos sp. 2 

L joystick 

l&T (variable) 

CO colour variable 

M (variable) 



Z 

SC 
LI 

GG 

Q 

s 



(charcter {sc. 1) 
score 
lives 

pos sps 2-8 
pointer (sp. 1) 
sound reg 



64 G 



me 




Program Listing Part 1 







5 PRINT-jJ" lPOKES32e0,3tPOKE53281 ,31 PRIhTT-HMiMMH PLEASE UA1T" 

10 CC-0 

20 PDKE56334 , PEEK (56334 )AMD254 
30 POKE 1 ,PEEK < 1 )flKD25 1 

48 FORG -0TD64*6i POKE 14336H5, PEEK < 53240 + G 5 ■ hEHT 

50 POKE 1 , PEEK* 1 >0R4 

60 P0KE56334 ,PEE*U 56334) OR] 

100 READAXlT-T+1 I IFAX< >~ 1THENPOKE ] 4336 +G+T, AX I CC-CC + 1 I GOTO 1 00 

101 FDRI-0TO60*S5TEPBiA-14336+l+I 1 8 -PEEK ( A J i POKEA , 8 AM3 1 t IsEHT 

102 DATA0 ,0 ,0 ,0 ,0 ,0 

105 DATH9 , 7 , 15,47,31 ,63, 1 57 ,255 ,144, 224 ,-240 ,£44 ,248 ,252, 254 , 255 
1 10 DATA 16/36,24,66,61 , 126 , 126 ,255 ,247 ,B ,222 ,0 , 123 ,0 ,222 ,0 
1 IS 0ATA247 ,251 ,247,226, 1 13 ,35 , 143 ,223 ,25 1 ,24 1 , 196, 142,39 ,239,223,239 
120 0ATA£39,£23 ,239,39 , 1 42 , 136,24 1 ,25 1 ,24 , 102 , 129 ,255 , 129 , 123 , 129,255 
125 OATA 129 , 129, 129,255, 129, 128, 129,255 ,255,2 19 ,219, 219, 2 19, 281 ,255,255 
13© OATA7,3 1 , 127 ,25 1 ,2 19 ,2 19 ,20 1 ,255 ,224 ,£40 ,£54 ,££3 ,£ 19 ,2 19 ,20 1 ,255 
135 DATA2S5,255 ,£55 ,255 ,£55 ,247 , 10 1 , 169 , 191 , 127,233 ,63,31 , 127,63, 1£7 
140 DATA5 , 169 ,£39,255,255,255,255 ,255,254,252,254 ,246,252,255 ,254 ,253 
145 OATA255, £55, £53, £55, 255, 255,255, 255 ,23 1 , 153 , 126 ,0 , 126 , 126, 126 ,0 
150 DATA 126, 126, 126,0, 126, 126, 126,0 

160 DATA255,254,252,£48,£40,224, 192, 129 ,255, 127,63,31 , 15,7 ,3,1 

] 7 0 DATA 3 6 5 , 195 , 1 29 ,90 ,60 ,90 , 145 , 145 , 153 ,90,60,255,255 r 60, 90, 153 

175 OATA239,2 39,239,£39,£39,239,239,239 ,209, 123,62, 127,254,232, 119,1 80 

1 30 DATA234, 170,85, 106,254 , 196,236 ,254 

IB5 DATA255, 248, 224 ,0,0,224 ,240,255,255 ,0,0,62,63,0 ,0,254 
190 DATA240, 0,6, 63, 63, 0,0, 255, 240, 0,6, 63^48, 8, 6, 255 
200 OATA255 , 255 , 1 9 1 ,95 , 64 , 90 , 1 9 1 , 253 

499 DATA - 1 

500 POKE53272,3l 

600 FORT-0TO2 IFORK»0TO£35 
G10 READAICC-CC+ I 1 IFfl-- 1TMENB40 
62 0 POKE 3686 4 + T * 256 +H , A t NEXTX 
640 hEKTT 

650 DATA 169, 146, 14 1 ,2 1 ,3 , 169 ,0 , 14 1 ,20 ,3 ,96 , - 1 
960 DATA 169, 234, 14 1 ,2 1 ,3, 169,49, 14 1 ,20,3 ,96,-1 

670 DATA 172,0, 147, 192 , 17 ,240 ,57 ,206 , 1 , 147, 173, 1 , 147 ,201 ,0 ,209,44 ,238,0, 147, 169 

680 DATA0 , 14 1 ,4,212, 169, 10 , f4 1 ,5 ,2 12 ,169,0, 14 1,6,2 12, 169,33, 141, 4, 2 12, 185, 0,1 47 

630 DATA 195,0, 148, 141 , ! ,£ 1£ , 185 ,0 , 149 , 14 I ,0 ,£ !£ , 185 ,0 , 150, 14 1 , 1 , 147,76,48,234 

700 DATA 169,0, 141 ,0, 147, 141 ,4 ,£12 ,£4 , 144 ,£4£ ,-1 

718 P0KE37632 ,0 « P0KE37633 ,0 

720 FORT-0TD 154 iREADHF ,LF,DiCC»CC+ 1 

730 F0KE37898+T,HF * PQKE38 144+T ,LF IPOKE36400+T ,0 

740 NEXTJPOKE37390,T+1 

793 REM****MUSIC DATA++*** 

000 DATA 19, 63 ,8,22,227,8,21 , 154,8 , 17 ,37 ,8 , 19,63 ,6 ,22 ,227 ,6 ,2 1 , 154 ,8 , 1 7 , 37,8 
805 DATA 19 ,63 ,8 ,££ ,227 ,8 ,2 1 , 134,9 , 17 ,37 ,8 , 13 ,63 ,8 ,22 ,227 ,8 ,2 1 , 154,8, 17 ,37,6 
610 0ATA25, 177,6,23, 177,8,22,227,8,21 , 154 ,9 ,22 ,227 ,6 ,23 , 177 ,6,29 ,214,6,32,94,8 
615 OATA32,94 ,6 , 34 , 75 , 6 , 34 ,75 , 6 , 38 , 1 26 , 6 ,36 , 126 ,6,43,52,4,32,94,8,0,0,4,28,2 14,6 
620 DATA0, 0,8, 25, 177,8^0,0,8, 17,37,6, 1 7 ,37 , 8 , 1 9 ,63 ,8 , 22 , 227 , 8 ,2 1 , 1 ©4 , 6 , 1 7 , 37 ,9 
630 DATA 19, 63, 8, 22, 227 ,9,2 1,154,10,17,37, 12^22,227 ,8, 17, 37, 8, 21, 154, 10,22,22 7,8 
640 DATA25, 177,8,23, 177,8,34,75,8,34 ,73 ,6 ,38 , 126 ,9 ,22 ,227 ,8,21 , 154,8,22,227 ,8 
950 DATA 19, 63, 9, 17 ,37 ,8 , 17 ,37 ,9 , 17 ,37 ,9 ,28 ,2 1 4 ,6 ,34 ,73 , 10 ,32 ,94 ,6 ,25 , 177 ,8 
860 DATA29 ,2 I 4 , 8 , 34 , 75 ,8 , 32 , 94 , 9 ,25 , 177 ,8,22,227,6 ,22,227 ,8,21 , 154, 3, I 7 ,37 ,6 
870 DATA 19, 63, 6, £1 , 154 ,8 , 18 ,83 ,9 , 17 ,37 ,8 , 17 ,37 ,6 , 17 ,37^8 ,34 ,75 ,0 ,34 ,75,8 
880 DATA43,52,8 ,43 ,52 , 8 , 38 , 1 26 , 8 , 34 , 75 , 8 , 32 ,94 , 9 , 26 , 2 1 4 , 0 , 29 , £ 1 4 ,0 , 32 ,94 ,8 
998 DATA25 , 177 ,8 ,22 ,227 ,9 ,3£ ,94 ,8 ,26 ,£ 14 ,8 ,25 , 177 ,B , 1 8 ,63 ,8 ,2 1 , 154,8,22,227,8 
300 DATA22, 227,8,26,2 14,6 ,28,214 , 8 , 25 , 1 77 , 6 ,25 , 1 77 , 9 , 22 , 227 , 8 ,28 , 2 1 4 , 8 , 26 , 2 14,8 
910 0ATA25 , 1 77 ,8 ,££ ,££7 ,9 ,£ 1 , 154 ,8, 18,63,8, 19,63,8 , 17 ,37,8,21 , 154,8 , 19,63,8 
320 DATA 17 ,37, 8, 17, 37 ,8,32,94 ,8 ,32 ,94 ,8 ,£9 ,£ 14 ,8 ,23 , 177 ,8 ,28,2 14 ,B r 32 , 94 ,8 
930 0ATA32 ,94,9 ,26,214 ,9 ,34,75,9,34,75,6,32 ,94 ,9 ,29 ,£ 14 ,9 ,£3 r 177 ,9 ,££ ,227 ,8 
940 DATA25, 177,8,28,2 14,8,0,0,8,28,214,6,25, 177 ,6, 0,0, 9, 25, 177,8,22,227,6 
350 DATA25, 177,8,28,214, 1 2 , 8 , 0 , 0 ,28 ,2 1 4 , 8 , 25 , 1 77 , 1 2 , 0 , 0 , 8 , 25 , 1 77 ,8 , 22 ,227, 12 
960 DATA8,0, B,22,2£7,8,£l ,134, 12, 0,0, 0,21, 154, 8,19, 63, 8, 19, 63, 12, 17, 37, 100, 0,0, 8 







v. 



I 



0 




J 



28SB DA TAB rE?>~i , 1 S? , 8 , 245 ,B ,5 r 1 17 
£070 DAT«B ,41 ,8 , 0 1 15 1 , IB2 



1999 FORI -0TQ767*25BIREflDAIPDKe£eS+G4+l ,ftiCC »CC + I * NE XT 

£806 OATA0,4B,B,B, IB1 , IEB.6,£44,0 , 8 , 1 46 , 64 , B ,EI3 J 6«( »4jO*B,43,8 

£6 I 6 OA TAB , 1 86 .- ISB,B r 1 9E , ISO |GS f 1 28 , 0 , IBB ,64 ,8.1 70 , 128,8,255, 13E ,0,£SS, 192 
£4)9 0ATA8 ,?43 , 192,0 ,243, 192,0,61 ,64 ,0,61 ,64 ,8,01 ,64,8,61 ,64 , 0 ,85 ,BB , 6 
£028 Q ATAB , 46 ,0,0, 16 I , 126,0,244,0,6, I4B,64,0 ,2l3,0,0,4,0,8J,42,B 

5025 OATA8 , 1B6 , 1 £9 ,0 , 154 , 12B ,B , 158 , 128 ,B . 169 , 126,6 , I 7B , 128 ,B ,299 , 192 ,8 , 253 , 13E 
20 38 DATAB ,243 .240,8,240,60 r B ,BB ,80,0 ,98 , 98 , 8 ,60 ,80 ,8 , 86 ,84,0 ,84 ,8,0 
2035 DATA6 , 46 , 0 ,8, 161 , 1 £9 , B , 24 4 , 8 , 6 , 148,64,8,213,8,0,4 ,0,6,42,8 

204« QATA6 , IBB, 128 ,B, 134 , 126,8, 154 , I2B ,8, 154 , 128 ,8, 130, 126,8,245, 13E ,8, £53, 132 
2845 DATA0,E43, 19£ ,8,243, 182 , 1 , 8fl ,80 , 1 .84.88, I ,64 ,88 , 1 ,B4 ,88 . I ,86 ,64 ,8 
2858 DATA0,4G r 0 ,8, IBL . 128 ,8.244,0,0, 146 ,64 ,8 ,2 13 ,8 ,8 .4 ,8 ,8 ,42 ,8 

2655 DATAB , IBB , I EB ,6,1 54 , 126 ,8,1 54 , 1 26 ,0,354,1 £6 .0,1 54 , I 26 ,0 , EE3 , 132 ,6 , 223 , I BE 

, 9, 113, 0,5, 68, 6, 4, 5, 8,8, 5, 84 ,0 
,8, £3, I £8, 8, 85, 162,8,21 , 128,0,4,0,0,42 ,8 
E07E Ofl?fi&, 171 , 128,8 , IBB, 126,0, 163, li8,B, 158 , 126, 8, BB 
2073 DATA 1 69 , 0 ,255 , 1 92 , B ,£33 , 192 ,6 ,243 , 192 ,0 ,243 , 192 ,0 
2680 0ATA6I ,64 ,6,81 ,64,6,61 ,64,6,81 ,64, 1 ,63,64,0 

£093 0ATA8,46,B ,8. 131 , ] 9£ ,0 ,23 , 128 ,8 , 85 , 192,0 ,£ I , 128,8,4,8,8,42,6 

2090 0ATA8, 171 , 126,8,169, 1 £9,8, 169 , 128 ,6 , 163. 126 ,0 , 158, 126 ,8, £23 . 192,8,235, 192 
2095 0ATA8,E43, IBE ,3, £43 , 192, I ,03,84, I ,63 ,64 , I ,63,64,3,65,54,0,3,64,0 
3880 DATAB, 45, 0.0, 151, 132 ,8 ,23 , 128 ,8 ,85 , I 92 ,0,21 , 128 ,8,4,8,0 ,42 jO 

3885 DATA0, 171 , 126 ,0 , 168 , 1EB ,6 . 169 , 128 ,0 . 103 , I2B ,B , 169 . 126 ,0 ,247 , IBE ,0 ,EE3 . 132 
38 10 DATA6,£43 , 192,3,243, 13E, 1 .69,60, I ,64 ,86 , I .64 ,80, 1 ,64,60,5,63,88,1 
34115 OA TAB, 46, 8 ,0 , 151,1 9£ , 0 , 23 , 1 28 ,0 , 65 , 1 8E , 8 . E 1 , 128,6,4,8,6,42,0 

3020 DA TAB, 171 , ]?B,0, 1 S 9 ,128,8, 163. 126,8, 1 63 j 128,8 , IBB, IEB,B,£39, 132, B, 235, 13E 

3023 OATA6.243, 1 92 ,6 ,243 , E48 ,6 ,64 , 64 ,8 , 28 , 84 ,8 ,28 ,84 , 6 ,26 ,4 ,8,B4,0 ,8 

3838 OATAB,46.0,4,29I , 192 , 5 , 187 , 128 , 4 , E38 , I 92 . 4 ,23 , 4 , 4 ,4 ,28 , 3 ,42 ,4 

3033 DATAB ,E34 ,2 IE, 1 . £34 , 2 1 2 ,8 , 178 , 1 26 ,8 , 1 78 , I £8 , 8 , 1 70 , 128 , 8 .235 , 1 92 ,8 , 255 .192 

3848 DrtTfW,£a3, 132 ,8,243, 192 ,B ,8 1 ,&4 ,p ,B 1 , 64 ,6 ,61 ,64,8,88,8,8 ,80,8,0 

3845 DATAB, 45,0 ,8, £31 , IBS ,8 , 167 , 148 ,0 ,239 , I 96 ,4 ,25 ,4 ,5 ,4 ,4 ,4 ,42 ,£0 

3830 DAT AS, 234, 2 12, 5, £34 ,288 ,8 , 17 B , I £6 ,8,1 78 , 1 £8 ,6,1 78 , 12B ,8 . £53 , 132 ,8 ,255 ,192 

3660 DATAB ,£43, I 9E ,B,£43, 1 32 ,8 , B 1 , B4 ,B,8 L ,64 ,6.91 ,64,0, I ,64 ,8,1 ,64,0 

308B1 DATA0,40,fl ,0 . 235 ,8 ,0 , 1 £5 ,0 ,8 ,233 ,8 ,9 . 130 ,0 ,2 , 1B5 , 128 ,£ ,£ 15 . 126 

30884 DATA74. 170, 160,4E, 17B, 153, 105 

30BB5 DATA 136 , 136 ,34 ,34 , 168 ,98 , 166 

30086 OATA 168, 18, 170 , 160, 10, 170,160 

36007 OAT A IB , I 36 , 166 , IB ,4£ , 169 ,40 

30006 DATA I B2 , 136,42. 176, 162,42, 138 

36083 DATA 178 ,8 , 1 36 , I 36 , 84 , 34 , 34 , B 

38B LI DPtfl*, 40, 0,0 ,235,8,8 

30612 OATA 125, 6,8, 235 ,8,8, 190 

380 13 OATAB .£ , I 93 , 126,2, 195,128 

3BB 14 DATA IB, 158, IB 1 , IBB , 170 , 169 ,42 

300 13 DATA 138, 137,98,34, 168,34, 168 

386 16 DATA 18 I ,74, 178, 160, 18, 178, 16B 

308 17 DA'i ALB, I HH , 1 SB , 1 0 , 42 , 168,40 

3B8I8 DrttPi L£P ,130,42,170,1 52 , 42 , I 3H 

308 1 9 OATA | 70, 34 , 34 , 170 , 136 , I 36 , I 36 , 0 

3082B Ofl TA0, 8, 8,2, 8, 32, 6, 8,126 ,36, 18,0, I £8, 8, 8. 32. 40, 6,40, 3£ ,8,8, I 0B , 0 , 10, 1 08 
30B3E OA TA0, 2, 86, 0,8, 180 , I ES ,0,1 08 , 1 £ B , 0 , 32 , 160 , 8 . 32 , 40 , 0 , B , B ,8 , B ,E ,8,9,6,6 ,32 
38034 0ATA32,6, 12B ,8,2,8 ,8,6,6,0,0 

30036 OATAB ,8,8 ,8, 16,0,0,64 ,0,3,8,0,8,8,8,8 ,42 , 126 , 9 ,32 ,46 ,B , 132 ,4,6 ,64 , I ,2 
30B36 DATA 154, 8, 8, 94, 126,0,132,128 ,64 ,32, 126 . 16 ,32 , 126 , 18 , 126 , 126 ,0 - 3 ,6 ,0 
38048 OATfl4,0,0, 16 ,8,8,8,6,8,8,0 .8,0,8.6 

38B42 OATA0,0, 128,6,3,176 ,8 , 13 ,E48 ,6 , 1 , 1 76 ,6,5, I £4 ,0,1,1 24 ,12,1,1 68 , 56 ,6 
38644 DATA 1B£ , 250 , I 50 , 1 68 , 96 ,21, 104 , 1 2 ,5 , 1 04 , 0 , 3 „ 1 70 ,0 , 3 ,234 ,8 , 3 ,£38 ,B , 3 , 230 , 0 
30846 DATR3 ,1H,P1 ,-J,59,0,J ,88,0,8,82,0,0,60,8, I ,80,8 

36040 DA TA0, 6, 129,8,3 ,176,0 , 15,240,8, 1 , I 76 ,0,5, 124 ,8,6, I £4 ,0,1, 186 , 12,8, l9£ ,56 

30050 DA TAB , 1 68 ,258 , 149 , 104 ,36,5 , 184 , 12 ,3 , 178,6,3,234 ,8,3, 258 ,6,3, E30 ,0,3,59,0 

30B5E DATA3 , 56 . 8, 5 , 26, 0, 4, EE, 0, 4, 4 ,8, £8,4, 8 

34BB8 FORI-BT0l27lfiEADAiPOKE245*64*l ,AlCC-CC+l "WiHT 

3400] OA T A0 ,0*0 ,0,0,6,0 

34682 OATAB, 8, 0,8, 0,8, 8 

34003 OATAB ,0,0,0,0 ,8,0 

34084 OATAB, 8, 8, 8, 8, 8 ,178 

34805 DATA 170, 168, 153, 133^ 133, I 78 , I 78 

3480B -DATA 168 , 15 ,3, 192,33,285, 1 12 

34887 DATA49 . £84 ,48 ,280 , 1 16 ,ES , I 7B 

3 4889 DA Tfl I 70 , 1 66 , 166 , 1 82 ,184,178,170 

34889 OATA 168, 0,0 ,8,0 ,0 ,8,6 * 
35681 DATA0> r B,B,B,0,fl,B 
33B62 0ATA0, 8,8,0,8, B ,0 
35883 DA TAB ,8,0,8.0,6,6 
33004 D«Tfl | EB, I 93, 
35005 DATfi£34, 126. 
33BB6 f] A T A 1 9 2 , 197, 
35007 OATA 170,1TB 
35609 DATA 15, 192, 1 I 
35809 DATA 19£ ,64 ,0 ,64 ,0,6,0,0 
39339 FDR I -8TD46 1 RE A0« ■ POKE49 1524 [ ,A if£KT 

4B88B DATA 238 ,E , EOH ,«fi , 2 ,26B ,236 ,4 ,288 ,238 . 4 ,206 ,23B ,6 r i 
48010 DATA 6, £68, 236, 6, 288,286 ,8, £66, £86, 6, 280, 286 , 18.286,206, 10 
48020 DATA 268 ,28E , 10 ,208 ,E06 , 12 ,£88 ,266, 12 ,286 ,206 , I E ,206 ,£06 , 12 ,\ 
40640 FORI-BTO46IREADAIPDKE49630+I ,AlCC-CC4 | I NE KT I REM* ■•SCROLL SCREEN***** 
48BS8 DATA IBB, 48, 162, E4, 133,07, 169,4, 133,86,160,0, 177,87, 1 33, 98, £88, 177,67, I 36 
48868 DATA 143, 67, 280, 152,281 ,38,286 ,244, 163,63, 145 , 97 , 155 ,87 ,E4 , 103,48, 133 
40065 OATA87, 144,2, 23B, 86 ,2BE ,£68 ,£26 , 96 

40670 FORI -BTO29*REAOA*POKE495e0»I , A ■ CC-CC + 1 INEXTl REM*****J/S**** • 
46879 OATA173 ,8, EEB, £81 , IE6 ,EBB . 3 ,32 , 1 42 , 183 ,28 1 , 123,286,3,32,156 
40860 DATA L 93 , 3E , 1 72 , 1 33 ,3£ ,£42 , 193 , 32 ,56 , 134 , 32 , 136 » 194 ,36 



162,132. 170 
I £8 ,222. £37 
ITS, 200, 126 
128, 1 19 ,93,64 ,25£ 
l£,3,64, 188,6 



129,226 
LBS , 171 
123,126 



40BB5 FCRI-8T027LREABAiP0KE4S39fl*I jAlCC-CC+l UsEXTl REM*** **HE UP 4. OOU****** 
4BB3B DATA 173 . 1 ,283,281 , 1 10,240,9 ,2»B, L ,209 .,,209, I .989,95, 173. r L 
40035 DflTAEBB .28 1 . I 98 ,248 ,6 ,2 38 , J ,289 .239 . I ,208 .96 

40 189 F DR I -8 TD57 ■ RE ADA * POKE497EB * [ , ft i CC -CC * 1 I NEXT * REM* * »4 *MO VE SOLD IER5 ***** 

48 1 19 DATA2B6 .2,289 ,289 ,2 ,289 ,289 ,2 ,288,289 ,4 ,289 ,289 ,4 ,289 .296 ,4 ,299 ,208.6,288 

48 128 DATA2B9 ,6 , 286 ,289 ,8 ,286 ,289 ,8 ,288 , 289 .8 , 288 ,289 ,18,289 ,288 , 18 ,289 

40 I 3fi nflTAEOB , JB .2B9 ,2B«, 10,208,296, 12,208,286 , 12 ,289 ,2B«, IS, 208. 206^ 12,283,96 

40 198 FOR I -8TD29 i RE ADA t POKE4S568+ I ,AcCC-CC*l ■ NEXTi"REM+* * *+ME R IGHT *•#**.* 

48I6B DATA 173 .8,209 .281 .SB .289 .7, L 73 . 16.289 .4 | . ] .288. LB ,24,239 .n.fflH 

40 1 78 DA Tft 26Q ,9, ) 73 ,18, 288 ,73,1*141,16, 208 ,34,98 

4028B FDR I -8TD22I READA IPQKE4S92B + I ,A1CC*CC+1 i SE XT i RE M * * * * *C MANGE SOLO IER5* * *** 
402 10 OATR 162 , 1 . 109 ,240 , ? ,24 , 103 , I ,201 ,52 1 . L 44. 2, I 09, 210, 137 ,240 , 7 ,233 ,234 

482 30 DATA 7, 208, 236,36 

4 8388 F DR f -8T0 58 * RE ADA ■ POKE 58808 + I , A i CC ■ CC * 1 ■ SEXT i RE M +MOUE & CHANGE BLADES ***** 

483 18 DATA 162 ,4, 160, I ,289,24, 109,4, 1ST, I ,208 ,20 1 ,249 , 144 ,6 , 173 ,4 ,228, 197,8,289 
48328 DATA2 92 F 232,2E4 , 16,288 ,231 ,99 

40330 DATA I EE ,2 , 199,249,7,24, I B5, I ,281 ,2 IS , 144 ,2 „ 169 ,2 IT , 197 ,248 ,7 ,232 ,224 
4B346 OA TA0 .209 ,230 ,96 

6 1698 GO6UBG2800I IFCCO I960THEWR INT 'OATA ERROR? *iEM) 

BISDO FOR I -BT07 i POKE 143364 1 p 255 J N£ XT i POKfc I , 3 r PR 1 NT " BJ" I POKE -,326 I ,3 
BI909 POKE9328B,6 

5 L 3 1 8 0 YS 4 9988 t FOR 1 - I B24 TO I 289 ' POKE 1 * 1 4336 , B t NEXT * DOT06 3808 
B3808 FORl-BTO40iaEAOAlPOKE43900+l ,AICC-CC+1 I NEXT 

52BB1 RETURN 

•2010 0ATR234. 169 ,48. 133 .258, 169,4, 133,251 , 162, 126, 188,8, 138, 149,298.288, 192 
BE828 OATA48 ., 306 , 240 ,232 , 1 63 ,200 ,24 , 109 .40 . 193 .290, 163 ,29 1 * 109*0 , 133*231 
92838 DATA224 F 1 92 , EBB , E £9 , S8 , B 
S380A U- 13344 tj-e 59 

630 L 0 F DRU - 1 9543T0 1 34406 TEP- 1 ■ P0KEU , J i NEHT * J -69 » F ORU - 1 S440TO 1 34473TEP - 1 
93019 POKED, 6Bi NEXT IFORU-13447T0 I 3446 (P0KEU*24«l>CMTl PR INT u HJ a 
93988 POKE I 98 , 2i POKE 9 32, 13aLOA£l 
READY . 



Program Listing Part 2 



5 GOSU063338 

18 POK E94200 . 1 9 1 9 YS 368 B4 

48 V *5324 8 ■ POKE V +2 I , 235 I HE -46 ■ Y2 -293 I POKE V +29,2551 POKE V *37 , |0 1 PO* EV+39 ,■ 

42 FOR 1 - 48TD46 1 POKE V + I , 11 I NEXT ■ DE FFNC < C > - ( PEER ( V +3 J 3 AND 1 > i PQKEW+33- ,6 * U ] ■ 

44 L»56320 

39 DEFFNA { A3 -PEEK <X+M> I DEFFNB4B 3 - PEEK <X + | +H J ! DEFFNO <D3 * C PEEK t U *3B 3 AND I > 

33 DEFFNE CE 3 -PEEK < V+ 1 > 

88 F* ■ " ■ ■ * 

8 1 T*- ■ ■ 

63 99- 'mm — ■00-iPUKETi3 2 72,31 

190 Af-iuiHwaw 

18 1 60T06328B 
I I I 901101000 

1888 f RINT-J- IGDBU981 13BIPH t NT " 0001" ■ POR E 5 32 48 * 2 1 ,B 

1881 FOR I -1394 TO 2023 t POKE I ,69 • POKE 1 +34272 , 13 I NEXTi LE - 1 

IB02 PR I NT " M~ - I ' I FORT "8TD2 < PR I MT ■ tfVfll — ^ — t N£ HT * PR I HT * LM— " 

1885 F0RT-8TD2IPR ENT*_nB^»«| '*l«KTiPHIWT"|t "iPR[MT"B 

1887 PR J NT -1 ■ a iPRM-HBaH4 

leie pr i wr-ai _i 1 _~| -| - I ~_-| -_-| _| — 

1012 PRINTTA0f33 -Dr-li JW-l-Tfl « « 

1019 PPlNTTAOt S2> 'MB-I 
1017 PR I NTTAB ( 23 J '00] 
1820 PR 1 NTTAB < 34, -]BB. 

lees pRiNT'coaaMi-n*" 

1827 PRINT 1 
1026 PR I NT 1 
1000 FH t NT " | 
1938 PRINT H | 

3BB8 Ma l524fC0-34272lM-8*Z*91 iZl-98(L-30«0lOO-6l l?Z- 

3018 POKEM + M.Z iPOKEX+M*CO,3iPOKtr>t+ 1 +M, 1 I POKEX+ I +M*CO , 3 i P -PEEK <L > 
38 E 1 I FN- E B8 Th£ NGO 5UBB 3 75019 DTD888B 
30 15 ? 1 *Z 1+ 1* IFZ 1 >B4THEN3 1 -92 
3B28 I F P - 1 23 THENBD 9U8502 8 
3B22 |FP- L5-6TKEMriOH;iiB5]20 
3024 IFP- I 19THEMQO6U03220 
3026 IFP* 123 THENBOSEJ03320 
3040 I F FNA <! A 3 < 8 1 ORFMB < B ) < 9 ] THE NB 3BB0 
304 1 3Ff-NR(A ) J9 1ANDFNAtA K90THEN6300J0 
3842 I F FNB i B i >6 1 ANDF NB f 9 i < 98 THE N63008 

3850 1FFNA f A 3 -90ORFHB ?B > "SBTHENBC-SC+ 1080 1! 

3851 1FFNA<A ) -35THCNPR INT 1 



ll l 



■A*- 



4088 ROTQ30 1 0 

58 £8 M-H*4B I POKCX *M-40 , 8 U POKE W *-M+CO - 40 , 3 1 PQKEW *■ | +**-48 , B U PDREM + 1 

3023 RETURN 

5128 I Fh*< 29 THENRE TURN 



+M*CD-4B, 9 



M-M-40f POKt H + MMB ,B] i POKEK+M+CQ+48,3iFOKEX+l*M*4B,8l tPOKEX* J +PI+CO + 4B ,3 
RETURN 

M»M* L ■ POKE W +M- 1 , S I ■ POKE H *M* CO -1,3 
RETURN 

M-M- I I FOKEK+ I *M+ I r 9 I if OKEX + I *M+CO+ I ,3 
RETURN 

PR INT u |fcSC -JSCJ * - LI'FLhCDtl i IFD- J8THENFOKE 1833 ,85 i POKE 1933+CO ,2 

RETURN 

print -j- iP0KE33set * i troRt-eToi&itCHTiPOKEs^aei , 14 i goto ieee 

PR]NT a UM| a J iPOKES32Be,BiPOK€53B8l .0 I PR I NT ""M1*T*IPP INT 'W 

PRINTF*(PR IMTTflBiC >E*I PR INTF*1 P« 1 NTT«B C 3E JRflPH IN1H 
FOR I ■ 1 944T02.6S3 ■ POKE ] ,61 ■ POKE I +54272 , 3 i NEXT 

PR THTT7yrr" lPOKEr284B,2B5ia-205iPOKEY+2, LBB iPOKEV+3 , 145IP0KEE84I ,EI5 
FOR I -204 1 TO 284E ■ POKE I , E 1 5 • NEXT i V -5334 6 i P DKE E04 7 , 2!4E 

POKE V +3 ,207IFOKEU*4 ,225 1 POKEV* 5 ,207 I POKEV *6 .40 I POKEV +7 , 1*31 POKE V+6 , (50 
POKEV-»B, 143IPDKEY+1B , I 28 I POKE V* 14 ,EBiPOKEV+ 10x031 POKE V * 1 I „ ?9iPOKEV+ 12,254 
POKEY + l3,79'P0KEV+3B,BtFOKEU+3J ,81 POKEV+E 1 ,£59 I K2-36 t YS-2K 
POK E V +40 , 7 * POKE V * 1 5 , 49 

□O5U89BBe0 t GO5OB500BS I PW J NT -gEC " i SC 
GOTCB8BB 

POKE33EB8, I 1 ■ P0KES339 1 ,9 I POKE 53276 , 3 I * PR INT*iJ" J i LE -3 i L -563E0 

p k i m i " ■ .... a»i- j -a- ■ . m 3 

pr iNT'a . :i * .a — ••••i#i- ■ . i i ■ . "* 

pr i nt * ■ .- iLvw-Liiai^-a- a m ma an zxm aftai ■ la— aig-a-a- , 

print-. _-i -^ai-#«-i ---i i^a»i*«--i -^-i i-ai * ■ 
pr i nt ■ —i - — a***** 1 — — a«00#*»""- - i - — tmm i . * > 

'•*M-I ~-l LH0*«t*««aTT| 



-I "J *NEKT 




tPRINTTfW(B>r*iPRINT-l 



PR INTTflB C]3J-[Ji |IIIHIIg I 
pftTNTTftSe IS ) m ZXM^ mi '■■ i ^ '■■ "OH 

PR INTTftB £. lB3Z«iPRlNTTAB<25.H*tPR]NT I ] 
PR INTTftB <B ) K« i PR INTTflB < 38 >Z# 

FDR ] ■* 1 944T0E8B3 i POKE J , B J 1 POKE 1 *■ 9427E , 3 I NEKT i Q -E I 3 I F 0KES9* B , 0 
PDKEV +E , lBB*POKEV*3 ,50 I PQKES94 1 * £46 

P0kEY*S3 ,252 » FORI -4HT046I PDKEV ♦ ] , 1 INEHT ■ FOKE50OB7 ,B i XE -60 

OB-E55IP0KE56333, I IFDPI -WT D l5STEPei0C-0e-3t lP0KE^+l,GG«POKEV*I - I .OiNEHT 
POK £ Y +2 k , 255 I POKE Y +M ,01 X2-60 i Y2 -2 1 0 ■ POK E V *4B r B II 
GOSUB5BB88 t 5Y55BBBB k 5 YS5BBEB 

I ■ rPQ>£I 4THENQ-Sl3 
PDKES04B,O«P-PEEK<L>i IFP-I 1BTHENW2-KE+6 
Y2-Y2-.B1 IFP*I23THENK2«K2-S 

I FPEEK < Y + 1 >< 7BTHE NPOKE V +2 I , B I POKE U +EB , B I SC ■ 5C ■+ E B 
I FFND { □ ) - 1 TWENB MM 
ntlNT'MVrQC 

ODTOB077 

PDKE53EBB P 0 i POKE 53 E8 L ,B*PR INT '\M' I (LE -4 I PR IMT*i 
PR INT" ■ ■ 0 . . , * . D " 

PR I NT "3 #| . + , ■* 

PRIMT'3 -*»Rl .#1 . - #1 . . #1 "I 

PRINT" l|»l»l|»H| Mii|-ili«M ■ - .*«0I*|-| 
PR tN r | *••■»■■••■•• | • | *m I ! 

FDHT-0TD5IPRINTT--I ■ — L - ^ I ~l -_~| ~| _ ^ ^1 -_~| ~| -I *l ■ NEXT 

FORT-0TQ10IPR1WT" -JINEHT 
FOHT-0TD2 I PR 1NTT-I — -I - -l v *>~—i —~— I ~— I ~- ^ I — ( — ~ — ~i ~\ -* J IfCKT 

V-53E48tPOKEV + E 1 ,E55i I POKEV ,E0 I POKE V *■ 1 r 196 I POKE2B40 ,a05«Q-E05 
P0KEV+£j I36»P0KEV*3 j I SB t POKEV + 4 , 70*POKEV*3 , J20 i POKEV + 6 pE50 I POKEV + 7 . 13B 
POKEVt0,60lPOKEV+8, 135 ' PDKEV * 10 , 1 16 iPOKEV* 1 I , 15BIP0KEV^2E , 76 * POKE V+ I 3 , 164 
POKEY"* 14 ,2»Bi POKEV+ 15 , 19BiPQKEV*30 ,B i FOR [ -EB4 ] TOEB47 I POKE I ,E13lHEXT 
POKE V* 16, 126 J POKEY + 14 ,30lROKEV+ 15 , I50*P0KEE047 p E46 I POKE V*46 -5 
3-Q I I i IFQ >EBBTHENQB205 
-PDKEEB40 r a 

S YS4B50O t 1 F PEEK < V > < 40nNDPN0 < 0 > - 1 THEN6C -6C +3000 ■ QOSLIBB3 7SO » OOTOB3BB 
IFFND'tD > ■ 1THEN63B96 

00T09655 9 
PR I NT -J' t POKC93E80 1 B < P0KE93S6 1 , 0 
POft X »3«4 | T02Q46 % POKE I ,245 ■ NEXT 

V -53246 ■ POKE V ♦ 2 , BB i POKEV # 3 , 7B i POKE V t-4 , 59 ■ POK E V +9 . 1 99 1 POKE V + 6 , 6B 
POKE V *7 r IBB I PDKEV +29 , J EG 

POKEV + 9 ,66 ■ POK-EW +9 t 138 1 POKEY * IB, BB i POKEW + I J , LB0 i FOKEV 1 E ,BBI POKE V* 13,2 10 
POKEV+16- 1 26 i POKEV +14 ,30iROKEV+ 15 ,, 1 60 I POKEV ,3B* PDKEV* I , VIPHI(.ev*2 L ,255 
L-5G3SBiXS^3Bi YB~53iG-EO5tPOKE2040,DtPDKEV+30,6lPOKEV+3l ,91POKEV»40,H 
PR I NT ' iMBM ■■■■■■■■■■■■■ " 

PR INT a ^ * 

POKEV+ I4,45IP0KEY+15 , I50IPOKEE047 ,£'46 I POKEW+46 ,7 
GOSUB9B0BB 

P-PECK (L > 1 1FP-1 I 8THEN0-0 + 1 "K2-X2 + 4i I FO > 286 THE NO -EB5 
IFP-123TMENQ-Q^I lXS^XB-4 ■ I FO >2 1 2 THE NO - E88 
I FPEEK < V > > 6BP.NDF NO COX >1 THCNTE - YE +4 * L »9 
jffnt 1 (H j - ITHEh|.-963Se 

S YS4B 1 52 ■ P DKE 284 B .. O t SYS 49 I 52 ■ Q08US9B BBS *PH INT '■ " I SC 
IFVE >E I8THEN63BBB 

I FkS >2aaflNOF ND CO 3 ■ 1 THE NBC -BC +4800 ■ GOSOBB 3758 I QD TO I B88 



9393 60TD93M 

38868 pokev ,*24236 • <x2 >255 ) ■ pokev ► ib . <feek <;v+i6jAwi254 jor-<xe>ess> i pokev* j ,ys 

-seas 5 RETURN 

Maes rem 

seaee pdke284b f oi syb49 ise 

5BBia P'PECKiDI 1FF-I ]BlTHE*fc2-*!2+6m-G+li IFD>2BBTHEN0-2B3 

iFF-iESTHEMKE-j^-eio-Q+i i ifq >e ] etheno -eos 
soasa i ffnc £ c j < i the nl *b * ye ■ ye +2 < 2 

56840 I FP - I 1 BTHE NGOSUB38 1 66 
34645 IFFNC <C >- 1THCNL-563E8 

5BB5B 1 F PE EK i V * 1 > { 6BA NDFEEK C V 1 VP THE M8GBB 
50993 RETURN 

50]06 0"-3 I H I F0K£2B4fl j Qt|_"B • POKEV* 1 , YE I J "J • 1 I Y2™Y2 _ 2 • 3 ' IF J > lETHENJ-BlRETURN 
3B]8i F-F+l I IFF >lTHENF^8iBYB49 15E 
38 3 82 IFJ H IANDFNC CC3»ITHEWSC*SC*E50 

30 J B4 IF ME >383fthDFND f □ > - I THE NSC - 5C + I OWO < GQSUB6 375* ■ GO TQB808 
5B1B3 [ FF ND THE NE Ml 

BO] IB 5QT03BI8B 

6UEO PHKt M?H1 , 3 1 PR tNT'BJ".PDKE=3EBI, 14 - F0KES32ee ,2*POKE3327E ,3 I 
€1138 RETURN 

eseae v-33£*e« pr int * j" » pokev+e i ,e< poke332g i, 11 pokessebb , i ■ FORT-BTOiSiNEXT 

63BB3 FORI - 1T0 iS&TEPfi I P0*EV> 1 P 6 i FOKEU * I - 1 , B< NEMT I L I -LI - I * 1FL I < 1THENB3EBB 

63*1 a QNlE QOTO 1 BBB , S-BBfl , 9BBB F 9EB0 

£3630 &OTOS3B IB 

632BB P0kE53EB8,BiPDKE33E6 J ,B* PR INT NJ" I POKE 5324 B + 8 J r B IPOKC3M7I/J I > i&C- 



*TTTT 



53218 PRINT" 
G3256 PRINT" 
E3E33 PRINT -1 
63E6B PR INT" 
PftlwT* 

£3270 PRINT" 

63275 PRINT" 

B3EBB PRINT" 

632B5 PRINT" 

63286 PRINT" 

632B7 PRINT'S 

53EB8 PR I NT ' M 

£3290 FOR I - 2B4 BT02B43 i POKE I , E 46 I NE XT t E 



y"l /i ,n /Hi /WT - /n 
./n /n /*n~*i /"•rrrr y « i t i /"i 

■ BY FRAfW TOUT PRE SB SPACE TD PLAY 



P B3ROUHS RDF 

* i m *i 

y™i /»]**-i ■ 
/~i /bv\bt ■ 
/n /n " 

/n ■ 



FOR I ■ 39TD42 ■ POKE V + I , E I E "E + I INEMT 
63293 POKEV ,85 I PDKEV+ I , 1BOI POUE V*S * I4BIPOKEW + 3, IBB • POKEY ** r 5BBiPQKE^+3 , IBB 
533BB POKEV+6,23S(P0kEV+7, lBBlPOKEV^El , J3 
£3338 SETU*i IFU*-' "THEN6335B 

B33B0 IFU*-" * THE NPDKE V *P I , 8 1 1_ t ■ 3 * GOTO 1 I 1 
63399 60T06333* 

S34BB PR INT"Lr IPOKE33E72 j3J- 

S34BI FORTT-BTDEBtPOKE33EBI , 1 * F0RT-6T03B *. NEHT ■ PDKE3 3EB J , B * F Oft T "8 T&3B 1 NEKTT ? TT 
B34 1B FORT -BTOE33 » POK E33 EBO . T * NEXT 

5 33 50 PR 1 NT " J- I PDKE33EB8 , 0 I POKESWS 1,6' POKE53E7E , EE 
B36BB PR I NT "id I HE POOR CROUMB OF *t 
G3&83 PRINT-H " 

eaeio ppint^bbv and in the d«y 5 nf- hbht-j 

63613 PRINT-Ji*— L-,\ RULED OVER THE FOUR KlNSOOMG OF " * 
63BSB PR I NT " k*OELftNTH 1 . IE HELD THE FQllfl irfiQuWS AND " t 
5363B PRINT'#>lf*5 f) WISE *N0 PQl^RFUL KINO. •! 
63633 PRINTS |UT HAD AN ENEMY r O«RK rtNO "J 

£3£4€! PRINT '*4YSTCR IDUS H | REM! 5 WPS HIS NAME * "J 
B3&4 5 PR I NT |E fLW+fD AI^O SCHEMED, AND THCN ONE-J 

63638 PRINT-J#4IGHT ,SLEU * L.^\ AND STOLE THE FOUR * I 

63655 P«INT"fcCROUfMS . IE TO0*K THEMJ TO HIE DARK CASTLE "J 
63660 PR1NT-1RND HIO THEM. ■ 

63655 PR I NT -t — ARKNESS HAS PREVAILED SINCE THAT m t 
53670 FRlHT-tfTlHE rtFCl ALL EFFORTS TD RETRIEVE THE * f 

636T3 PRJNT'KFOUR CROUJNS HAVE FAILED." 

63693 PRINT-JB FNE SEARCHER RLDNE WITH C0URA9E AND " I 

63633 PR 1 NT H fcJ3E TERM I NAT ION MIGHT SUCCEED UtHERC ARMfYB 't 
63S9B PRINT-BHRVE FAILED. *RE YOU THAT SEARCHER?..- " 
63G33 PH1NT-JI ^m^~ I T — ~ I *7 ' " 

6 37BB BETA* i I F AB- " ' THEN63 7BO 
63710 IFA*-- -THENRETLJRN 
6372B QOTD63 7BB 

63730 SYS36664 + E3B t FORN B 342T2T0342BSl POKEN,B i NEXT' POKE54S96 13«S-3427E 
63?73 PQKES+a„ ] 77 ■ POKES *B , 134»RESTORE 
S37BB PEBDHF XF.OI I FO K B THEhfi YS36SG4 ■ RETURN 

S37B3 POKES +1 , HF c POKES F LF * POKES +4 , 1 7 1 FOR T - I TDD *E5 ■ NE K T I POKES + 4,16 
6379b' G0TO6 3T8B 

6388B 0ATAIB,B3,B^EE J EE7,B,ES,E14 ,3,25, I7T-0* | 9 j- S3 ,B, EE , EE7 , B . EB , 2 1 4 j B ,23 . J 77 , B 
B3BB3 DATAEB ,E 14 ,B,34,T5,B ,34 ^TS^O^S^j. ]26,B r 34 ,75 ,B ,3* ,73 ^B f 34 ,75 ,B , 3B , 1PK..H 
63BI0 OHTA39, 126 ,9 > 4 3, 32 ,6,36, 1EB , 8,34,73,8,28^2 14, 8, 43, SE, B „3B. I2S,B, 34,75,8 
63B13 DATAS8,B14 ,B,ES,EE7-B,E3,l77,e^2SH214,6,23,177 ,6,22,227,6, 17 ,37 .9 ,22 , 227 ,t 
63BE0 D«T« | 7,37,B , 1 7, 37 ,6 ,22 ,227,8 , I 7 ,37 r 8 , 1 ? , 37, IB ,22, EE7, 1 B,22 ,227 ,B ,E5 , 177,8 
63923 DATAEB , I 77 ,6 , EB ,E 14 ,8 , 34 ,79 ,8 , 3* , 75 ,6 , 34 ,73 ,4 , 36 , 126 ,6 ,3B , IE6 ,8 , 3B , I 26 , JB 
63630 DATA 38, I 56 ,8,43 ,32 ,B ,43 ,52 ,6 ,36 , I E6 ,6,3*, 73 ,.B ,28 ,2I4,8,B,B>4 ,2B ,2 14,8 
63635 DA TA2E, 227,6 , 2E ,EE7 , 6 , 2fl , 2 1 4 , B , 23 , 177 , 8 , EE ,EB7 , B , 2 I , 1 54 , B ,EE ,?5T , B , 29 , g 11 
E3S*B DA TAG , 22 ,227 ,6,21 . 1 54 ,8, 19,53, IB, 21 , 154 ,6 ,EE ,E£7 ,B ,2 I , 1 54 , 8 ,EE 7 , O 
53843 DATA25, 177,9, 2S , 22 7,8, EE , E57 , 18, SS ,227 ,2B 

READY . 





In the fourth part of 
this series, Grahame 



your business 




DOING IT 
YOURSELF 




IF YOU HAVE BEEN FOLLOW- 
ing this series, then by now vou 
should have nicely finished 
programs to enter data and 
present it in a neat fashion. To 
store this data we will use a disc 
drive. Of course, you may wish 
to use a cassette recorder to 
store data on, but this is not to 
be recommended for several 
reasons: firstly, and most 
obviously, Commodore 
cassettes are slow, secondly 
you can practically only store 
data in a sequential format and 
so to read one particular 
record, you will always have to 
start at the first record and scan 
through the file, thirdly you 
cannot update one record 
without re-writing the 
complete file and so the only 
practical way to use a cassette is 
to read the complete file into 
the computer at the start of the 
program and to write it all back 
at the end of the program; 
doing this will severely limit the 
amount of data you can store. 

Sequential disc files 

Sequential files on disc. have 
the same qualities as sequential 
files on tape but are faster. 
There are good reasons for 
using them though — for 
instance you may require a 
transaction list of some sort and 
would never need to look at a 
single record so a sequential 
file would be suitable, To make 
this clearer, say you were 
writing a program to take care 
of your record collection. You 
would have a file of record 
names together wilh detail* 
about those records and you 
would want to access an 
individual record so a 
sequential file would not be 
suitable. However, if you 
64 wanted to know where all your 
records are (who you have lent 
them to and so on) then every 
time you tell your program you 
have lent a record out, it would 
make an entry on the 
transaction file. Every record 
returned would also have an 



64 

Ml 




entryon this file and each new 
entry would be added to the 
end of the file, When you come 
to list this file you will simply 
read it from the start and print 
out every entry, Reading a 
sequential file from start to end 
is faster than doin^ the same 
with relative files (see below) 
and sequential files are easier 
to maintain. 

Most of you reading this 
article will be using a 1541 disc 
drive and if you are then you 
must be aware that it has a fault 
which can easily be (and must 
be] avoided. When overwriting 
a directory entry using the '@ 
feature, the file may become 
corrupt. This applies to 
program files and sequential 
Files. To avoid this, always use 
the scratch, rename and save 
facilities: 

scratch filename + ".bak" 
rename filename to filename 
+ ".bak' J 
save filename 

You will notice that these are 
not BASIC commands but just 
general guidelines to the 
saving of files. Another 
advantage of doing it this way is 



that you end up with a back-up 
version of the file being saved. 

Relative files 

Relative files can look difficult 
and clumsy to use at first but 
are in fact a very good way to 
store data allowing plenty of 
flexibility. If you are using a 
machine with BASIC 4.0 
instructions then the following 
conversions will be of no 
interest although they will still 
work. For the rest of us with 
BASIC 2.0 as on the VIC 20 or 
the CBM 64 all we need to do is 
tackle the awkward commands 
once and create them as 
subroutines. Having done this 
they will become simple to use. 
The end result of using a 
relative file is that every lime 
you update a record, it is always 
immediately written back to 
the disc which means that 
starting the program and 
ending the program does not 
involve lengthy waits while 
data is being read in or written 
back. This also means that we 
can store unlimited amounts of 
data (you just have to buy 
another or a bigger disc drive if 
you run out of space). 



To explain the principal ot a 
relative file, take a plain sheet 
of paper and down the left 
hand side from top to bottom 
write down the integers 1 to 20. 
Each of these integers 
represents a record. The blank 
space to the right of the record 
represents the data that is 
stored in that record. If we 
select a record, say number 3, 
then we can immediately go to 
record number 3 and start 
writing data in it. We carry on 
writing to it until we reach the 
far edge of the paper when we 
run out of room. The amount 
of data we have now written, 
represents the record length. 
We could write in every record 
of the sheet fthe file) until we 
reached the bottom and then 
we would take another sheet of 
paper and so on, If we wanted 
to write so much data against 
one record that it would not fit 
on that line, then we would 
have to throw that piece of 
paper away and start with a new 
and wider piece. In practice of 
course you would probably just 
squeeze an extra word or two 
in but when using disc drives 
you obviously cannot. 

A relative file takes the same 
format as your piece of paper: 
at the start you decide how 
wide it is to be (the record 
length) and what name to call 
it. These two things carmot be 
changed later and so it is 
important that you get them 
right first time. If you try to 
write past the end of the file 
(off the bottom of the paper) 
then a relative file will 
automatically make itself 
bigger — this is called 
expanding. When we create a 
relative fife, we will pre-expand 
it. The reason for this is that 
expanding takes extra time 
which you will not want when 
your program is running. 
Another point is that if you try 
to write past the end of the file, 
the disc drive will first of all 
return an error (50 — record 
not present) which is really just 
a warning message. When you 
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prim to the file it will expand 
itself and the next time you 
access that record the error 
message will not be returned. 
This means that your error 
checking code will have to 
allow for this and this makes it 
messier. 



Accessing a record 

When accessing a record we 
use the equivalent of the 
RECORD command which is in 
the form RECORD file number, 
record number, byte position. 
The byte position is the 
position along the record to 
start from, "f this is not sent, or 
is zero or one, then we witl look 
at the record starting from the 
first character, rf it is five then 
we will start character number 
five in that record. Of course, 
BASIC 2.0 does not have a 
RECORD command so there is 
a subroutine to replace it but if 
you think of it in the same 
terms as above, it will be easier 
to use. 

Expanding a file 

The following listing incorpo- 
rates a subroutine to expand a 
file with the filename given in f$ 
(less than 17 characters long), 
the record length in r% (up to 
and including 254 characters) 
and the number of records to 
pre-expand the file to in s% 
(remember that you can always 
make it longer later on). To 
expand the file we will 
RECORD to position t% and 
print a chr$(255) there. The 
reason for this is that when a 
relative file is expanded, all of 
the empty records auto- 
matically gel created with 
chr$(255) and you can use this 
fact to look for empty records 
within a file. 

Note that the listing is split into 
three subroutines — to create a 
file, call line 2000, the routine at 
2100 is a RECORD routine and 
there is a disc status checker at 
2900. t suggest you make this a 
separate program which 
prompts you for the file name 
and so on, If you want to use 
the character position facility 
then I suggest you pass the 
subroutines another variable 
called bp% and change line 
2140 to end with chr$(bp%) 
instead of chr$(1). Note this is 
for use in your main line code 
only and is NOT suitable for 
creating a file. If you alter line 
21 B0 Uj read gosub2900:retiirn 
then you can include the 
subroutines at 2100 and 2900 in 
your application program. 

At this point I will just point 
out a few other things to be 
aware of with relative files: 
firstly you can only have one 



199S 
1999 
2000 
2020 
2040 
2060 
2080 
2090 
2098 
2099 
2100 
2 120 
2140 
2160 
2170 
218 0 
219S 
2199 
2900 
2920 
2940 
2980 
ready 



rem 
r em 

open 1 5 , 8, 1 5 : rem open command channel 
pr i n t "c r ea t i ng new file: " f $ 
open3,8 t 2,f$ + " t l , " + chr$( r%) : go sub 2 900 
dr = s%i go s ub2 1 00 : r em record conmand 
pr i nt^ 3 , chr $( 25 5) : gosub2900 
c lose3t c lose 15:return 
rem 
r em 

rem record command 

a*int ((dr+l)/256)*256:b=dr+l-a 

pr i nt#-|5, "p"chr$(2)chr $( b) ch r ${a )chr $ ( 1 ) 

rem send position = p , secondary address = 2 

rem hi and lo byte of record, character position 

re t ur n 

rem 

rem 

rem check disc error channel 
input #"1 5 , a , b$ , c , d : ifa-0then29£0 
print a,b$,c,d : s top 
return 

Listing 1 







open to a 1541 at any one time 
because it takes three buffers 
and this drive only has five 
buffers, secondly always 
remember to close all your files 
when the program has ended 
even if it breaks in with a syntax 
error because the drive nas a 
buffer which will only get 
written back when you force it 
to use the CLOSE command. 

Three subroutines 

We now need three more 
subroutines to have a set of 
working utilities. The first will 
open an existing relative file 
whose name is given if ff. The 
second will read from record 
position dr into rc$ and the 
third will write a record in rc$ 
to record position dr 



Note that line 2340 inputs two 
strings from disc. When using 
the INPUTcommand from disc, 
you will find that it behaves just 
the same as INPUT from the 
screen — so you can only input 
up to 80 characters (inclusive) 
and input will truncate on 
colons and carriage returns. 

At this point you should 
practice using these routines. 
Note that when you use the 
PRINT command, the com- 
puter will always output a 
carriage return at the end of 
the statement unless their is a 
semi-colon ';' as in line 2440. 
The reason for suppressing this 
extra carriage return is that if 
you have a record length of 30 
characters and you send a 
record that is 30 characters 
long, when you print this to the 
disc, the extra carriage return 



2200 rem open an existing relative file 
2220 open 15,8,15, rem open command channel 
2240 open3 r 8,2 r f$:gosub2900:rem open relative file 
22&0 return 



2300 rem read in from file 3 secondary add = 2 
2320 gosu 62100: rem position to correct record 
2340 inputL3,k$,rc$:gosub2900 
2360 rem input and check disc status 



2400 rem write to file 3 secondary add * 2 
2420 gosub2100:rem position to correct record 
2440 printl3,k$cbrS(1 3)rc$: : gosub29Q0 
2460rem print to disc 



will have nowhere to be 
printed. The same thing occurs 
when you try to write a record 
to the disc that is longer than 
the record length of the file. 
This will cause an error 51, 
overflow in record and the 
extra data will be lost (and will 
not overwrite the next record), 
record), 

Record keeping system 

We can now put these routines 
to good use by creating a fast 
access record keeping system. 
The method to be used is called 
hashing and you will find that it 
is well suited to relative files. 
The principal is straight 
forward. When you want to call 
up an item from disc, you have 
to tell the computer somethin 
you know about that item an 
this information is called the 
key. A key can take any form 
you like — a part number, a 
name, letters and numbers 
mixed and so on. The Only 
restricting factor is that to call 
up an item you must type its 
key exactly, as just one 
difference in the key will cause 
the program to look at the 
wrong part of the file. From this 
key r we will form a "random" 
number and we will use this 
number to calculate where to 
look in the file. The best thing 
to use is the Commodore's 
random number generator fo 
this purpose but you mus 
remember that this "random' 
number has to be calculated to' 
the same result every time you 
wish to call up that record, 

The next routine creates a 
random number from a key 
passed to it in k$. If you call this 



^^^^^ 
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routine with the same key it 
should always return the same 
number You could of course 
write your own algorithm in 
here and for some applications 
this will be very important. This 
particular one scans along the 
key and takes the ASCII of 
every character and multiplies 
it by it's position in the key and 
then adds it into a variable 'a\ 
The reason that we must 
multiply by the position is so 
that a key "ABC" does not give 
the same result as "CBA" and 
so on. Having done this we 
seed the random number 
generator with the negative 
value and then take the 
random of that number and 
convert that into an integer 
between one and the file size 
which is in s%. The result is 
returned in dr. 



example of how to use these 
routines. Type them in and try 
them and I wilt then explain 
how they work and the 
importance of the delete flags. 



RUN the program, type V for 
create and type in the key as 
JJ abd" and any data that you 
w*nt to be the record. Note 
that the program expects a 
relative file called "test" to be 
set up with a minimum of one 
hundred records and a record 
length of about fifty bytes. 
When this key "abd" is created, 
it :s created at position 42. This 
wi 1 1 not be true if you typed the 
key in upper case or if you 
mixed lower and uppercase. If 
you want to avoid problems 
with upper and lower case then 
change line 2540 to this: 



2500 rem hash routine - given key in k$ 
2510 rem calculates hash position into dr 
2520 a=0:forr=1tolen(k$) 
2540 a=asc(mid$(k$,i)+f:next 
2560 b=rndl-a):a=rnd(b} 
25&0 dr=int(s%*al+1: return 




We now need one more 
subroutine to make use of this 
hashing. This will return a 
variable 'er' as to whether we 
find a record or not. Another 
variable returned is J dc' and we 
will use this for deleting and 
creating purposes; I will 
explain this later on. 
Remember that when we 
create a relative file, all of the 
records have got chr$(255) in 
them and so to find a record we 
pass this routine the key and it 
creates the hash number and 
then scans the file until it finds 
the key or a chr$(255). 



2540 a=(asc(midt(kS r i))and 
127}*i:next 



You should be able to type 'a' 
for amend followed by a key of 
"abd" and amend this record. 
You cannot of course amend 
the key as it will move on the 
file. Now create a key of "*M M 
and you will find that it is 
created at 55- So far so good but 
now to test the proolem of 
hashing to an occupied 
osition. Create a key of "dcr" 
his kev hashes to 42 which is 



2&00 rem find key 

2605 rem er*0 found ok deposition 
2610 rem er-1 not found deposition 
2620 ky$=k$;gosub250G:rem preserve key & get hash 
2640 dc=0:rcm position of chr${254| (deletes). 
2660 gosub2300:ifk$=ky$thenerKl: return; rem found 
2660 if k$=chr$(255Hhener=1: return: rem not found 
2700 rem chr$(255l = empty record 
2720 ifk$=chr$[254}anddc<tthendc=dr 
2740 dedr+1:ifdr>s%lhendr»1 
2760 rem hash files are circular - see notes 
27B0 go to 2660 
I 

Line 2740 needs a little 
explaining. For our purposes 
we will have a file with one 
hundred records. If a key 
hashes to record one hundred 
and that is already occupied, 
then the next position to look 
at is record number one. From 
this you can see that there is no 



return 



5 f S^test " :js1-100 : qosub2200 

10 printjprint"create, amend, delete or end. c,a,d or* 
26 inputa$: if a$="e"theritlose3:closel5:enc! 

4B a-0 j if a$» "Athena- 1 

50 if aS="a"thena=»2 

68 i fa$- H d H thena*3 

70 ifa-0th«nprint"Error M igotolB 

80 input"Key n ;!i$:kY$»k$ 
90 onagosubl00,2Ofl, 3ff0:gotoifl 
100 gosub2603 : i f er- lthen 14G 
130 pEiTJt"Key already exists 
140 input H Create - data M ;rcS 
160 i?$«)tyS: ifdethendr-dc 
182 qosub2400:print' , cEeate<3 at "dr : retuc n 
200 g oaub26fl0: ifer-Bthen24fl 
220 print - Kt-y not found" : retu cn 
240 print "amended et H de 
260 pr int*Amend Data "ic$ 
270 input"<CBSR UPXCRSR RIGHT'll > rcS 
290 gosub2400:return 

298 retn 

299 rem 

330 gDfiub2CU0: ifer-ffthen340 
320 ptinfTCey not found" : cetucn 
340 kS«chr$(254) ■ rc$- "deleted" 
360 qosub2400 : return 
999 c lQae3: close 15 : end 



Listing 2 



would not be able to call up key 
"dcr" because this key would 
hash to 42 which is now a 
chr$(255) and the routine 
would say that that is an empty 
record and stop searching If 
you don't believe this then 
change line J40 to read: 



r 



340 k$ = c -h r S < 2 5 5 > : rc! 
deleted" 

J 



Now delete "abd" and try to 
amend "dcr". Having done this 
change line 340 back to what it 
should be. To overcome this 
we have a special flag on the 
disc. I have chosen to use 
chrS{254) as you are very 
unlikely to have this as your key 
— if you did use it as a valid key, 
you would cause havoc with 
your data! Using the above 
example, deleting "abd" will 
cause a chr$(254) to be written 
to the disc at position 42. The 
routine for scanningfor a key at 
2600 will treat this as any other 
key and not assume end of 
file. The only special handling 



in there is the variable 'de\ This 
is set to zero on entry and if t he 
scan finds a chr$(254) il is set to 
that disc position. Note that on 
one scan, it only sets 1 dc' to the 
first chr$(254} found as there 
may be others. This flag is then 
used in the create part in line 
160, The create routine 
logically says: check the key 
does not already exist : if not 
then enter the data : now 
create the record at dr which is 
the position of the chrS(255) 
found by the scan routine 
unless while we were 
scanning we found a chr$(254* 
— if so then create it there at 
that position (dc). 

Using the above methods 
you should have a reasonable 
fast access system. As more 
items are put on, the access 
time will slow but should 
remain acceptable until the file 
becomes about seventy per 
cent full. This will depend on 
how good your hashing 
algorithm is and a certain 
amount of luck as to whether 
the keys used create a good 
spread across the file. 



actual end to the file which is 
why it is called a circular file. 

Using the routines 

The following program givesan 



occupied by "abd" and so it is 
created ai position 43. 

Deleting records 

We now have a method of 
'creating and amending records 
using keys. Unfortunately, 
deleting is slightly more 
complicated. The obvious 
thing to do when deleting is to 
place a chr$(255) in the deleted 
record position. If we did this 
and deleted the key "abd"., we 
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SCORE TABLES 




So, you ve got a Commodore- You've also got enemies. With the Gunshot, you'll have all the opposition 

cowering in corners. 8-directional action and an all-in-one moulded stem allows accurate 
annihilation and strength to survive those all-night sessions. Dual fire buttons for 
fading fingers (and a rapid fire version when they're really coming thick and fast), 
And, if you break it (and we know you'll try) our 12-month guarantee will prove 
invaluable. Only £8.95. The Gunshot plugs directly into the CBM 64 and Vic 20, 
Ask about Vulcan interfaces for the C 16 and Plus 4. 

See the range of Vulcan joysticks and interfaces at your ^^^/^ 
local stockist ... we 1 II see you % 71 A |T\ JT 

on the high score tables. y U LL^I \f 

ELECTRO n|C5 LTD 

joystick Gems 

?nn ftrent Street, Hendon, London NW4 1 B Hi 
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SKYLINE ATTACK 

Pilot your craft across 9 of the world's greatest cities. 

This is oneof thefastest, most flicker-free games 
ever written for the Commodore 64. 

t Fabulous animated graphics. * 1 8 different types of alien, 

*Superfast loading. 

* First program ever to allow you to play 
another game while it loads! 

£7.95 ISBN 0 7126 0578 9 Commodore 64 



ORDER FORM 

To: Grll Small, TBS, Church Road, Tiptree, Colchester, 
Essex COS OS R 

Please send me SKYLINE ATTAC K cassette(s) at 

£7.95 (inc VAT and post & packing). 

I enclose my cheque/postal order for 

£. (Cheques should be made payable to 

Tiptree Book Services Limited) 



Please debit my "Visa/Access account number 
'delete as appropriate 

Account Number 



Name 



Signed 

(Please allow up to 2 B days for delivery Subject to availability.) 



It's easy to complain 
about advertisements. 
But which ones? 



Every week millions of advertisements appear in print, on posters or in the cinema. 
Most of them comply with the rules contained in the British Code of Advertising 
Practice, 

But some of them break the rules and warrant your complaints. * 
If you re not sure about which ones they are, however, drop us a line and weWm 
send you an abridged copy of the Advertising Code. Then, if an advertisement m 
bothers you, you'll be justified in bothering us. mm 

The Advertising Standards Authority. ™ 
If an advertisement is wrong, were here to put it right. 

ASA Ltd, Dept 2 Brook House, Tomngton Place, London WC1E 7HN 




look at the Valiant 
Turtle and the 




ONE OF THE BIGGEST STEPS 
so far in educational 
computing has to be LOGO. It 
is a language which is very 
powerful yet simple to use. 
LOGO is a language which 
children find easy to grasp, as 
so many of the fundamental 
words which make it up 
<jre similar or the same as the 
recognised English definitions, 
they are designed to achieve. 
For example, if a child while 
using LOGO graphics system 
required the TURTLE on the 
screen to move forward a set 
number of steps, he would not 
have to worry about formu- 
lating the BASIC program but 
simply type 'FORWARD' and 
then a number or sleps. Lase of 
use is a distinct advantage 
when teaching a language. 

Now, in the past few years a 
valuable extension to LOGO 
has been developed. In 
previous years anyone who 
owned a TURTLE was either 
rich or had built it. However, 
they ha^e become much more 
freely available, and at a price 
that can be afforded by the 
everyday user . The TURTL E is a 
robot which can be controlled 
by the computer using; LOGO, 
It is mainly used in conjunction 
with LOGO's 'Turtle Grap- 
hics". 

When these 'pets' were first 
introduced they were attached 
to the computer by an 
umbilical core! which trans- 
mitted the data to the robot. 
This was a disadvantage as it 
limited the range of move- 
ment. The robot was also bulky 
and expensive which meant 
that most schools, could not 
afford to own one. 

Volume manufacturing has 
since led to a decrease in 
prices. Technology has 
improved ten fold andthe size 
of the components has halved. 



TURN 




This has lead to some exciting 
developments such as Valiant 
Designs; TURTLE, 

Welcome to the World 
of LOGO. 

LOGO is and has for quite 
a while, been given little or no 
acknowledgement of its 
existence in the U.K. by the 
general public. A few pockets 
of activity in schools or 
computer clubs and the odd 
article have reminded people 
of its existence. Perhaps 
because it doesn't have the 
software, games or otherwise, 
it has been unfairly over- 
looked. But the time has come 
for people to recognise that it 
is not just another language but 
that it is more powerful than 
BASIC. 

LOGO is a procedural 
language. This means that 
when a program is generated, 
it i s # structured out of 
proce'dures. These procedures 
are either the primitives of the 
language or have been created 
to perform a certain function. 
When a set of procedures are 
used together, they may call on 
each other to determine a 
result as well as performing 
their own independent tasks, 

Speak the same 
language 

In LOGO, the language has 
been specifically designed to 
bring both the English 
Language and the Computer 
Language closer together to 
enable use by a greater 
spectrum of ages. The words 



used in LOGO are very similar 
to the words that would 
describe the function in 
English. So in theory, a child or 
adult could start using LOGO 
afmost immediately. LOGO 
enables the user to define a 
function and then allow him to 
use a word to define the task in 
question. He can then use the 
word every time the progra 
requires this task to 
be performed. 





Reviews 



The best way to describe 
LOGO is as if it were a pyramid. 
You have the primitives 
(LOGO itself) at the bottom 
and on those you build your 
structure until you have a 
single word at the top which 
win perform the whole 
program, called a SUPER- 
PROCEDURE. 

Commodore 



In this plain, small, no-frills 

box, Commodore supply you 
with the Language (on diskj. 
the manual which totals well 
over 300 pages, a utility disk 
and a damaged disk replace- 



ment card. When I thumbed 
through the manual I found it 
easy To read and understand, 
but if I had been a seven or 
eight year old working alone 
with LOGO then I would have 
had difficulties. I would, 
therefore, suggest that if you 
are a parent thinking of buying 
LOGO for your son or 
daughter, make sure that you 
can get hold of workbooks for 
beginners and then use the 
manual as a reference instead 
of a tutorial. 

After saying that, I must 
confuse the issue a little by 
adding that there is a Utility 
Disk with some fine examples 
of LOGO graphics and other 
items contained with the 
Language disk which might 
help, 

Logo Graphics 

This is the most powerful 
section in LOGO. It is worth 
remembering that a child will 
find working with a language 
more stimulating if he or she 
can make pretty patterns or 
draw a house or just be very 
creative. So it is logical to think 




that when this language was 
designed with education in 
mind, that it would be heavily 
orientated towards graphics. 
For example, if I wanted to 
draw a square in LOGO I would 
not have to thinkof the various 
detils of BASIC, I could simply 
type the fol lowing: - 



fxamp/e 7 
TO SQUARE 
FD 30 
RT 90 
FT 30 
RT 90 
FD 30 
RT 90 
FD 30 
RT 90 
END 
or 

fxamp/e 2 
TO SQUARE 
REPEAT 4(FD 30 RT 

END 



m/A) 



Both of the above perform the 
same task, One is simply an 
abbreviation of the other. 
In Example 1, I gave the 

rrocedure the name SQUARE, 
then gave the command FD 
(forward) 30 and RT (right} 90 
four times. This made the 
TURTLE move 30 units forward 
and turned 90 degrees to the 
right four times. Example 2 
docs the same r except I have 
used a primitive and a different 
way of getting the ancle by 
dividing the total number of 
degrees in a circle by the four 
sides. 

So, after playing with the 
standard graphics via LOGO I 
decided to move on to higher 
things^ I flicked through my 
manual until I came to the 
Sprites chapter. Within this I 
found that the Utilities disk not 
only contained examples of 
how the Sprites could be used 
but also a Sprite Editor to 
enable the design of Sprites, 
always a tricky problem. 

For example, if you wanted 
to move a sprite across the 
whole of the screen you would 
have to set the MSB (Most 
Significant Bit), which is 
Location 53264. This would, in 
BASIC, enable a sprite to move 
on its Xco-ordinate across to 
the righthand edge of the 
screen where the register 
would normally be greater 
than 255, Well, on LOGO that is 
already taken care of. 

What about sprite to 
background and sprite to sprite 
collision? The detection of a 
Sprite hitting another Sprite is 
again a complex affair? But on 
LOGO there are two 
procedures found on the 
Utilities disk which enable the 
computer to gain the necessary 



(Li". i to decide if a collision has 
occurred. They are "TB" which 
checks for background 
collision and if TS?' which 
checks for Sprite collision. A 
not so complex problem is 
getting an enlarged sprite to 
appear. With BASIC you have 
two locations 53271 and 53277 
which control expansion. 
Whereas on LOGO, BIGX. 
SMALLX, SMALLY, will suffice 
to complete the job. 

I was surprised, however, 
that the manual does not make 
any reference to Multicolour 
Sprites. In the 21 pages on 
Sprites it dealt with everything 
from defining to saving, but 
nothing at all on Multicolour 
mode. It is also worth pointing 
out that most of the control of 
Sprites, i,e. the commands, can 
only be found on the Utilites 
disk so it is worth making a 
back-up copy just in case 
something happens. 

Sound 



When I loaded the first Hie for 
music on the Utilities disc 
called Music, I watched it 
define the various procedures 
required to gain Sound. I was 
expecting more commands to 
be defined but unfortunately 
only items such as Attack, 
Decay, Sustain and Release are 
there. In all fairness, even 
though the procedures 
defined for music are very few, 
they arc the important items 
required for complex music 
making and obviously, if there 
isn't enough there, you can 
create a new procedure by 
using the various LOGO 
machine code primitives. 

Machine code 

It is worth mentioning this 
subject as we are in LOGO and 
LOGO is supposed to make the 
execution of jobs easier. Well, 
again some former knowledge 
of programming is required if 
you are going to benefit from 
the various commands 
supplied. 

Briefly, they have supplied 
on the Utilities disc a copy of an 
assembler to enable the 
structuring of code. The 
manual then goes. on to explain 
how to run the LOCO 
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assembler and also gives an 
example of how to change 
colours via machine code. 

Words, words, words 



Words and Lists is the largest 
section in the LOGO language 
book ever though it covers a 
relatively small area (17 
primitives). Whereas the 
graphics section would in most 
cases be of a direct input and 
result nature, Words and Lists 
requires indirect operations. 

This set of primitives allows 
you to generate data bases all 
the way to "intelligent" 
software. Now I am not going 
to get into the argument of 
whether computers can or 
cannot be intelligent, but with 
the aid of the primitives the 
computer can learn and react 
after a specific action has 
happened. 




Commodore has supplied a 
game on the Utilities disc to 
illustrate this very point. 

Finally 

Much more on this fascinating 
subject can be found out by 
using the package and the 
TURTLE together or just LOCO 
on its own. It is worth bearing 
in mind that even though it is a 
teaching language, the subtlety 
of a high-level language has 
been incorporated. Items 
which appear within LOGO 
but do not appear in BASiC can 
also be found in the more 
powerful languages available 
on the open market. So when 
the user has learned to work 
with computers he can, 
without changing languages, 
continue on to higher things. 



The Valiant designs 
Turtle 

The Valiant TURTLE, designed 
for use with LOGO, is prepared 
for battle and ready to run as 
soon as you remove it from the 
box. It comes complete with an 
infra-red controller, a power 
supply/recharger, the various 
manuals and paperwork, arid 
obvaously the software. 



plastic, the green see -through 
shell provides a perfect view of 
the internal workings which 
have been anchored safely to a 
cream base. At the front of the 
TURTLE two light-emitting 
diodes give an indication of 
whether the TURTLE is up to 
strength by maintaining a 
constant light or by flashing to 
indicate that recharging isn't 
far off. On the main board of 
the TURTLE are two extra 
L E.D's, These tell you whether 




On your marks 



Before starting to connect the 
TURTLE I read through the 
manual. The points which are 
worth noting There are that the 
manual can be read by anyone. 
If they are being taught, it's an 
aid and if you are teaching it J sa 
guide to enable smooth 
operations. The manual does 
contain a large selection of 
cartoons illustrating the 
various stages in which the 
TURTLE can be involved and 
these highlight very well, any 
problems that might occur 
whilst setting the machine up 
or during operation. They also 
had the foresight to include a 
large section on trouble- 
shooting and the various 
remedies to be admi nistered to 
any ailing TURTLES. 

The one criticism I must 
make is that even though there 
is a high-quality magazine 
called PEN-UP included, I 
would like to have seen a few 
example programs contained 
either with the software or the 
manual. 

Get set 

After perusing the paperwork, 
I started to set up the hardware. 
Firstly, the TURTLE itself. 
Constructed out of very robust 



the signals are being received 
by the TURTLE or whether it is 
recharging safely. 

The infra-red transmitter 
plugs into the User Port on the 
CBM 64. The transmitter is 
powered by a transformer 
which also recharges the 
TURTLE. Once the various 
items are plugged in and you 
have loadecf the LOCO 
package into the computer, 
the TURTLE software can be 
loaded. 

Go! 

The Valiant TURTLE software, 
when loaded, redefines some 
of LOGO's primitives. This 
makes writing software., which 
will work with the TURTLE, a 
little bit difficult as they do not 
describe what has been 
changed. Now everything has 
been set up, you can check the 
accuracy of your TURTLE. 
Valiant supply with the TURTL E 
one marker pen and also one 
screwdriver. When the TURTL E 
is ready to work you can adj ust 
the wheels to enable a greater 
degree of accuracy whilst 
drawing. 

The most efficient way is to 
get the TURTLE to draw a 
square. 
Example 
TO SQUARE 



REPEAT 4fFD 30 RT 360/4) 
The above procedure in LOCO 
should be enough to enable 
accurate adjustment. The 
adjustment is made by turning 
the screws which move the 
wheels either nearer the 
TURTLE body or further away. 

Turtle on the run 

The TURTLE when working 
moves at a steady speed. One 
problem J did come across is 
that the space between the 
wheels and the floor is very 
small. This will lead to the 
1URTLE catching itself and 
being left high and dry. So 
make sure it is used on a level 
surface. 

The final item to be 
connected to the TURTLE was 
the marker pen. This is inserted 
into a holder which is serviced 
by a small servo-motor. The 
two LOCO commands to raise 
and lower the pen are PENUP 
and PEN DOWN (PU and PD for 
short). Make sure that when 
you write a procedure to 
incorporate some TURTLE 
graphics with movement of the 
robot you use these commands 
otherwise, like i did at first, you 
will get more lines than you 
bargained for. 



from start to finish 

I found the TURTLE a pleasure 
to use; it is very easy to set up 
and even easier to operate. 
Commands such as TURTLE 
which will direct the input 
from the computer to the 
TURTLE or, if the command is 
repeated, will stop the signals 
are very useful. The operation 
of the TURTLE can be speeded 
up marginally by hiding the 
computer's sprite version of 
the TURTLE, this means there 
is less for the computer to 
operate. 

So, taking all into account 
the TURTLE is a valuable 
extension to the computer 
system. 

LOGO is available from 
Commodore and costs 134,95, 
TURTLE is available fromm 
Valiant Design Ltd, 1st Floor, 
Para House, 140 Battersea Park 
Road, London SW11 4NB, It 
costs £199 + VAT. 



I if if V 




s \.'" . r- • i : : : ^hk- 1 



UK ITO. 





COMMODORE 64 




Iff, 1 .;: - •_ = m ' 

' .-■ " i- ■' • ; ■ -\ f * 

; - .- V . : J ■■ ■• r J - , ■ t 

f * .* - . : ' • . _ -? f \ v ' 




II 1 





E 



Dave Crisp throws some light 
upon a couple of the more 
popular lightpens on the 
market. 



A COUPLE OF YEARS AGO IT WAS ONLY 
possible to see lightpens being used on 
the most expensive computers. Be- 
tween now and then the lightpen has 
been made to seem old hat. Special 
monitors now give the user the ability to 
simply touch the screen with their finger 
to make a decision relevant to the 
program, but it is going to be a long time 
before this system is available at a 
reasonable enough price to implement in 
the home. 

Until then one thing that can take the 
place of the keyboard in some respects is a 
Ightpen. Jt is called a lightpen because of 
its shape and the fact that it responds to 
light emitted from the TV or monitor 
screen, A lead connects the pen to a port 
on ihe computer and it is linked to the 
main program by short subroutines which 
are able to detect the pen's position on 
the screen. It is able to do this because the 
monitor screen is scanned at a particular 
rate. When the lightpen is pointed at the 
screen and a switch is pressed, the de- 
coding software calculates the position of 
the pen from thepointat which thescan is 
detected, 

In older pens ambient light often 
made reading the positron of the pen a 
very hit and miss affair but, with improved 
circuitry, it is possible for the pen to react 
only to light from the monitor. The main 
use for lightpens on home micros seems 
to be for drawing and design programs. 
Software detects the position of the pen 
on the screen and as you move the pen a 
line may be drawn or the position of the 
pen may be a reference point for the start 
of a line, circle or triangle etc. It is also 
possible to indicate the part of a drawing 
which is to be filled with colour. All these 
things could be done with the cursor keys 
but in most cases the use of a lightpen 
speeds up positioning and improves 
accuracy. 

Another use for a lightpen is in 

Erograms where a lot of decisions are to 
e made. Since I've had the Stack lightpen 
I have been able to write a couple of 
educational games where my youngest 
daughter can complete the whole 
program without using the keyboard. 
There is no need for her to be able to 
recognise letters or keys as the options 
can oe displayed on the screen in a 
graphic form and the decisions can be 
made from this. 

It is usually fairly easy to adapt home 
written software to work with a lightpen 
but it is also easy to go overboard with the 
pen. If the user continually has to go from 
the lightpen to the keyboard and back 
again it becomes as much a trial as a 
benefit. 1 have not seen much software 
available to use with lightpens in a useful 
way and, as I am a nurse by trade and 
have a couple of patients who have lost 
most of the use in their arms, I feel that it 
should be possible for me to write 





software where they are able to use a 
computer in many ways using only the 
lightpen, possibly in their mouths to 
amuse, educate and help them. 

Data pen lightpen (price: 125.00) 



The Datapen Lightpen is easy to use 
and comes with three programs to get you 
started. It is plugged into one of the 
joystick ports and the lead is long enough 
to enable you to reach all the screen. 
Although that sounds obvious \ have seen 
a lightpen where it was only possible to 
reach one side of the screen. The software 
with the pen (tape based) can be saved 
easily to disc, andthe first program simply 
tells a little about ihe program and 
enables you to move sprite graphics 
around the screen. It also shows the way 
movement of the pen effects the variable 
values used in the detection of the pen 
point. The other two programs are both 
for drawing on screen. Tne first allows 
low-res block graphics in all the colours 
on the 64 to be drawn on the screen, the 
second allows drawing in high-res mode. 
This mode is^ single colour but with 
practice neat little drawings could be 
achieved and then save to tape. In order to 
save the disc it was first necessary to 
slightly adapt the program. My young 
children enjoyed the two graphic 
programs and soon they became quite 
proficient. The manual that comes 



with the pen is of a fairly low quality 
but it is packed with useful information 
which makes using the lightpen in your 
own programs very easy indeed. 



Quality of finish 

When you use it in your own software the 
switch on the pen can be programmed in 
such a way as to make the pen i noperative 
until the point is at the desired locationor 
to perform a particular operation when it 
is pressed. This is a feature that was 
missing on some earlier pens and it made 
them difficult to use. The quality of finish 
on the pen was not fantastic compared to 
the Stack lightpen but it was robust. The 
hole atthe back of the pen from which the 
LED sprouted seemed to have been cut 
out with a hammer and chisel and the 
moulding of the body was rather spoiled 
by a large amount of flash. Small points 
these but it could have been finished a 
little better. The LED is there to indicate 
that the pen is receiving some sort of 
signal and gives out a reassuring glow 
when plugged in. When the switch is 
pressed it glows brighter and serves to 
indicate as a visual reminder that the 
position has been calculated. I enjoyed 
using this pen and \ am sure that, given the 
time, I shall be able to use it to its full 
potential. It can be made into a useful 
item as much at home, in business and 
education, as in games, 
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Stack Lightpen (Price; £28.00) 



Finishing touches 



Pictures to hang 



Later I received the Stack Lightpen. 

The pen comes in a fairly stout box along 
with a manual and tape based software. 
With my 5X-64 the first thing ] had to do 
was to get the software onto disc. Fairly 
clear instructions are given in the manual 
on saving the software to disc with a 
monitor. However you can run into 
trouble. Most of the software that comes 
with the pen can be loaded and saved as 
the programs are all 8ASIC. The better 
games and the Paintbox software are in 
machine code and is in several parts. As I 
said the documentation lells you how to 
save this to disc with the aid of a monitor. I 
have three monitors and I could not doit 
with any of them as they conflicted in 
memory with the software. I eventually 
managed to save it onto disc. 

Playing the games was not exactly 
mind blowing and had 1 bought them I 
would have been disappointed. However 
they are free and you don't look a gift 
horse in the mouth! 



Clever these Liverpudlians 

The accuracy of the lightpen amazed me. I 
was lucky enough to talk to a young lad 
from Stack a few weeks ago at a trade 
%how and he took a lot of trouble to 
explain to me why the pen was so accurate 
and reliable. Many pens simpiy read the 
posrtiort at which the pen is pointed and 
plot that position. The Stack pen 
however., takes sixteen readings, excludes 
the four highest and lowest numbers and 
then calculates the mean average of the 
remaining eight: very clever and very 
reliable. The end resu It of this is that if vou 
try to draw a straight line freehand then 
you usually manage to. No real need to do 
that though as it is possible to LOCK the 
TRACK of the pen either horizontally or 
vertically and draw dead straight lines 
with ease. For diagonal straight tines you 
simply PLOT a point where you wish your 
line to start, move the pen to the point 
where you wish your fincTo end and press 
the up arrow key. BangJ a straight line. A 
similar method is used to draw squares 
and rectangles. Plot one corner, move the 
pen to a position where you would like 
the opposing corner to be, press 'Q r 
and there you have it. Circles were not 
quite as successful as the other shapes but 
a similar method is employed and you end 
up with a slightly squashed circle. 



Unlike a few 

Some machines when used with light 
pens and drawing aids do not like you 
drawing over the screen edge and often 
come up with an error report. The Stack 
pen however allows you to draw over the 
edge. Of course nothing is drawn on the 
screen border, but the fine or shape wifFat 
least go up to the edge. I did find, 
however, that when this occurred ihere 
were odd times when you would get 
wrap-round and the rest of the line would 
enter the screen at the opposite edge — 
Not a serious problem though. 



The Paintbox program had some 
fantastic little touches. To my mind the 
most impressive was that on one screen 
you could have a set of diagramatic 
designs, and you could J PJCK UP' the 
desired design, 'CARRY' it onto your 
work screen and DROP it where you 
wanted: excellent for planning etc. Vou 
are provided with electrical component 
designs and house part designs on tape 
and that saves you having to draw them. 
Another extra is the ability to ZOOM into 
a small section of your work sheet. Using 
this method it is possible to plot pixel by 
pixel and also UNPLOT. This made it 
possible to do very precise work and 
turned the lightpen from a plaything to a 
fairly serious design tool 




With a Commodore printer it was easy to 
get a screen dump of any masterpieces 
you had created (if you can stand the wait) 
and also using the Stack Centronics 
interface with another printer. 

Ready to improve 

Talking to Stack, I learned one or two 
snippets of information. Improvements 
are underway and one or two little 
niggles I pointed out appear to have 
been noted already and acted upon, 
the most frustrating of these was the ease 
with which it was possible to lose your 
picture. One press of the 'c' key and all 
was gone. I lost work on more than one 
occasion and turned the air blue. 
Apparently work is being done on it. 

Grizzle number two is the switch on 
the pen. It comprises two bands of metal 
— one near the end of the pen and one 
near the top. Unless you have very 
large rubber hands it is not easy to 
put your hand on both contacts at 
once (to activate the switch). This 
made use of the pen by children very 
difficult and I soon noticed that, very 
often, my fi ve year old daughter was using 
two hands to do it. Apoarentlvthistoo has 
been noticed by Stack and I believe that 
later they will have the two bands closer 
together at the end of the pen. 

First class 

Almost everything about this pen was well 
above average. The quality of finish, the 
quality of the materials used, the actual 
Paintbox software, and so on. Only the 
quality of the games provided and the 
little faults mentioned above scratched 
it's highly polished finish. One thine I 
must point out is that ft is not a multi- 
colour paintbox. It is possible to globally 
change the colours of screen, ink, and 
border but it is not possible to have more 
than one ink or screen colour displayed at 
once, although I didn't find this too 
great a problem. 

Below is a quick list of its commands 
so you should be able to see what a well 
thought out piece of software it is. 

For those of you who want" a 
multicolour paintbox all I am able tosay is 
'WAIT: Stack have some cards still to 

play. 



MERGE . merge the two screens together 

CI RCLE draw a slightly squashea circle 

QUADRIL .draw Square/rectangle 

GET . . . .pick up a small area of the page 

DROP use to leave above on desired spot 

CLEAR .,*.*««.. clear screen (whether by accident or design) 

FILL fill an enclosed area with present ink colour 

INVERSE invert screen colours 

KEVS 8 lock pen's travel horizontally 

KEY 9 lock pen's travel vertically 

READ M ; retrieve a picture from tape/disc 

WRITE „ save a picture to tape disc 

This table does not contain a complete list of commands but it includes the 
main points of interest. 




This month Bryn 
Phillips examines the 
creation of User 
Defined Graphics on 
your VIC 20- 

THIS IS THE FOURTH OF A 
five part series of BASIC Games 
Programming for the VIC 20. 
The series is primarily intended 
for newcomers to games 
programming, but there mighi 
well, be a few useful tips for 
seasoned programmers. 

The VIC 20 has a very well 
(hought out graphics set which 
can be used to good effect in 
many games. However, if you 
warn a single character to 
represent an object such as a 
dog, an alien or a spaceship it's 
really stretching the imag- 
ination too far to stick to the 
standard graphics set. To get a 
professional finish to your 
game you need to define your 
own characters. The steps 
involved in creating User 
Defined Graphics fUDCs) are 
outlined below: 

1) Make room in the memory 
for the graphic set. 

2) Calculate the data for the 
UDGs. 

3) Put the UDGs into the 
reserved memory and direct 
the VIC 20 to use the UDGs 

It sounds a lot of work, but and 
in practice it's quite 
straightforward. A few POKEs 
and Data statements, and 
you're there — but let's start at 
the beginning. 

Making Room for the 
UDGs 

The standard character set 
supplied with the VIC 20 is 
stored in ROM, and it can't be 
altered. If you want your own 
customised graphic set you 
have to put it in RAM. The way 
you do this depends on what 
expansion you nave on board. 
This month we will be 
considering the UNEXPANDED 
VIC 20, and I will go over the 
procedure for dealing with 
expansion in the next article. 
The memory map for (he 
unexpanded VIC 20 is shown in 
fig 1a, You can alter the top of 
BASIC memory pointer to 7167 
as shown in fig 1b. Switch on 
your VIC 20 and enter: 

POKE52.28:POKL56,2tf:CLR 

That's it. You've changed the 
memory map. Now enter: 
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PRINT FRE(O) 

It's gone down to 3069. Vou've 
lost some BASIC, but you've 
gained enough space for your 
UDGs. In fact you've got room 
for 64 — that should beenough 
for most games. 

Designing the UDGs 

Each VIC character i$ made up 
from an 8x8 matrix of pixels, as 
illustrated by the rocket in Fig 2. 
The rocket is made up of 8 
rows, each of which can he 
represented by a binary 
number as shown in F is 2b. The 
binary number is obtained 
simply by designating each 
pixel which is switched on as 1, 
and each pixel which is 
switched off as 0. The binary 
number is then converted into 
decimal as shown in Fig 2c. 
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2a and 2b 

The process is simplified by 
starting off with a blank grid as 
shown in Fig 3, shading in the 
required squares, and adding 
up the numbers shown at the 
top of each column to give the 
decimal value of each row. 

We're almost there now. All 
that is left is to POKE the 
character data into the 
allocated memory locations. 



RERDV. 



.istrng 1 



1 REM LISTING I 

2 i 

18 P0KE32.2S :P0KE36, 23 sCLR 

20 F0RL=7432TD7439 :REflDD sPOKEL , D : HEXT 

36 DfiTfll6,56,40.56. 108, 124,84^68 



Entering the UDG data 

Having re-defined the VIC 
memory, the characters are 

Figure 2c 
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Figure 3 



read from 7168 onwards. Each 
character is made up of a bytes 
and, i>o the first character is 
stored at 7168-7175, the second 
it 7176-7183, and so on as 
shown in Fig 4: 



mess I All the characters have 
been converted to garbage 
apart from the "!". Press this 
key and you've got the rocket 

So far so gnod — only 63 more 
characters to eg! 



- 



aracter 



Display Code 
0 
1 
2 



Memory Location 
6168-7175 
7176-7183 
7184-7191 



Figure 4 
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The start and finish address of 
each character is easily 
calculated using the Display 
Code (CD). 

Start Address = 7168 + 

Finish Address =7168 + 
CD*8 + 7 

Now to enter our UDG. Let's 
use character number 33, the 
T\ The start address is 7432, 
and the finish address is 7439. 
The data can be POKEd in quite 
simply using Listing 1. Now 
enter; 

POKE 36869,255 

This instructs the VIC 20 to gel 
its character information from 
RAM starting at 7168. What a 



It's unlikely that you will 
want to re-define the entire 
character set as you 11 probably 
want quite a few of the 
standard characters in your 
game. Fortunately the solution 
is quite simple. All the data you 
need for these characters is 
already in ROM, and all you 
have to do is to copy these into 
RAM, a painless operatfon, and 
then just change the ones you 
want. Press RUN/STOP and 
RESTORE (back to normal) and 
enter and RUN Listing 2. Line 20 
copies out the character set, 
and line 30 modifies the 
character. If you want to 
modify more than one 
character you just change the 
start and finish address in line 
30 or, if the characters you want 
to change are not consecutive. 



1 REM LISTING 2 

2 : 
19 



Listing 2 



P0KE52 , 2S : P0KE56 , 28 :CLR 
20 F0RI*7t«$TO76?9 : POKE I , PEEK < I +25600 > :NE>CT 
30 FGPL=7432T07439 : RE ADD sPOKEL ,D iMEXT 
4 POKE 36369,255 

50 DRTrtIS.,56,40,56, lOS- 124,34 ,6S 




add additional lines as 
necessary, following the format 
of line 30, 

Making it Easy 

So far the whole business 
seems to be pretty laborious, 
particularly calculating the 
eight bytes required for each 



of the grid, and the byte values 
for tnis character are 
continuously updated on the 
right of the grid. If you have a 
1520 printer plotter, lines 980- 
1310 will give a hard copy 
reproduction of the character 
and the values for the data 
statement. An example of the 
output obtained from the 1520 



L»ting 3 



1 BEM LISTING 3 
£ : 

26 F0P1^7169TOr679iPOKEI -PEEK' I*2SfM> ] NEXT 
3V F0«U-7448TO?479 jREflDDiPOKEL ,D!HE>T 

M QftDM,*, W l, 7,15, IS, 13, 8 r fc.l 2^,235, 2J5i 240. ,240 
60 DHTR63., 127, 127 , 127, 127 , 63 , 42, €7 , 252 ,254,254 , 254 ,2^4 .232 , I 70 . 252 

99 P»lNT ,r lt;*" 



character. Writing games 
should be fun. .and whilst 
working oul lots of binary to 
decimal conversions might 
improve your mental 



is shown in Fig 5. If you don't 
possess one of these printer 
plotters, just miss out this part 
of the program — it s not 
essential 



listing 4 



1 

2 I 

10 

23 
30 
40 
50 
6© 
70 

i m 

110 

120 
140 

150 

1 r0 
130 
198 
20© 
210 
22© 
230 
240 



REM LISTING 4 



POKE52..28 :P0KE56,2S sCLR 

FOR I =71 6&TG7673 : POKE I , PEEK ■■' T t^ihuO • ■ ' 
F0RL=7432TQ74 , !i5 sRERDD sPOKFL r P ;NEXT 

REN CHARACTER DHTfl 
: 

P0KE36869,2S5 

DRTF|4S r 4S r 32, 1 12, 104, 4& r 48,63 

REM CHARACTER CODES r # 

0ATA3,3,2 .14 .21 ,6,9 ,9 
FORI =1 T03 : RE ADC C I > ; NEXT 
DATA33 , 34 ,35 
Pl-8164 iP2»3S8S4 

PRINT" J" 

F'0RX=1TO20 

F0RI=1T03 

POKEP1+K-220,CC T > BPGKER2+X-220 r G» 

FORJ=lTO10OiHEXT 

ROKEPl+X-220,32 

NEXT! ,X 

GOTO 1:30 



arithmetic, it tends to knock 
your inspiration for six. Besides 
that, when you try your 
character out on the screen for 
the first time it probably won't 
be exactly what you want, and 
you're back to the drawing- 
board! A far better way of 
designing your UDGs is to do 
the job directly on the screen, 
\\w utility program in this 
article/ CHARACTER 
DESIGNER", will allow you to 
do this. 

On RUNning the program 
you are presented with a blank 
SkB grid, which you can fill in 
using the cursor control and 
function keys, as directed in 
the program. The actual 
character is shown to the right 



Figure 5 



126 129 219 1S3 

129 189 IGEj 126 

D 12A 192 230 

255 255 66 0 



ft 

ft 



56 84 254 106 

170 146 130 6a 

60 90 36 24 

36 66 3fi 36 



56 124 254 170 
254 124 146 88 








Listing 5 


1 REM LISTING 5 




2 : 




20 P0KE52 ,2S : P0KE56 > 23 i CLR 




30 FOR I -7 1 £8T0?€79 s POKE I * PEEK < I +25 


600 > IMEXT 


40 F0RL-7432T07471 sREHDfjjPOf EL .DsNEXTL 


50 PGKE3£@€;9.r255 




60 DflTfll6,16,16,16,16, 16, 16, 16 




70 DflTH 0,0 r 6 . 123,96,, 128,0,0 




30 DRTflO r 0,0, 3,6,3,0,0 




30 DflTfll6,16,16,144, 1 12, 144, 16, 16 




100 


DRTfl 16, 16, 16, 24, 22, 24, 16, 16 




1 10 


FCiRtf=lT02 




120 


FORV=1T02 




130 


READCHCK*V) 




14C1 


NEXTY^K 






DHTR34,35,36,37 




160 


PRINT "3" 




170 


F0Rl»lTO2J 




130 


PRINT"!! ■■■■!■ ! 1 ! ! " 




190 


NEXT I 




2O0 


P 1 =31 64 sP 2s 33334 




210 


F0RX-1T021 




£2E 


PK=PEEK < P 1 +X-22© !> 




230 


1*1 !lFPk=:33THENI-2 




240 


POKEP1+X-220,C'.H< I rl> :P0KEP2+X- 


220,0 


250 


FORJst 1 T050 : NEXT J 




266 


POKEP 1 +X-220 ,CH< I ,2 > 






FOR J- 1 T050 : NEXT J 




230 


POKEP i+X- 220. PK 




290 


NEXTX 




3O0 


G0T02 1 O 





Imaginative 
UDGs 



use of 



To finish off this month, it's 
worth thinking about some of 
i he things we can do with she 
UDCs, apart from simply 



regarding them as little objects 
which we can move arou nd the 
screen. There's enormous 
scope, and if you're not careful 
you'll stray into i he realms of 
computer art and forget all 
about that game you want to 
write! 



REHDV, 



listing 6 



1 REN LISTING 6 

2 s 

10 P0KE52,23 :P0KE56,23:CLR 

20 FOR I =716310767:?: POKE I , PEEK < I +256001' : NEXT 
30 FORL=7432T07439:READDiPGKEL,DfNEXTL 
40 P0KE36S69,255 

50 DHTR24 , 60 , 90 , 36 , 90 , 90 , 36 , 1 95 
60 PRINT"3" 
70 FORI^ITOIO 

30 PRINT 111111111!" 
90 NEXT I 

100 FORT=1TO5O0 :I4EXTT 
110 FORI=1TO10 

120 POKE743S,66iP0KE?439,102 

130 FORT=1TO50 :NEXTT 

140 P0KE7433,36:PGKE7439,195 

150 NEXT1 

160 GOTO 1O0 



You can design some really 
good characters by making a 
block of several UDGs. Even a 
modest 2x2 block can look 
quite realistic. If you type in 
and RUN Listing 3 you'll get a 
tank. 

By ustng several UDGs to 
represent an object you can get 
reasonable animation. You can 
really make a ball look as 
though it's bouncing by 
squashing it as it hits a wall, or 
you can makea funny little man 
run across the screen. Try 
Listing 4 — you'll see what I 
mean. By working really hard 
you can simulate sprite 
movement. Enter and RUN 
Listing Sp and work out how it's 
done. 

Finally, you can use UDGs 
to give you lots of movement 
quickly. If you alter the 



configuration of a UDG during 
a program then EVERY 
representat ion of that 
character will change 
simultaneously. In listing 6, 100 
aliens waggle their legs 
simultaneously. Now that really 
could be put to effective use. 
Couldn't it?! 

Next Time 

If you've followed this series 
through you should now have 
all the tools at your disposal to 
write stunning and effective 
games in BASIC on the 
UNEXPAIMDED VIC 20. 

Next month I'll cover 
memory expansion, and go 
through some of the tech- 
niques which can be used to 
give a bit of polish to your 
programs, 



Program Listing 



RE AO 7 • 



ltf REM CHARACTER DESIGNER 

20 REM BRVN PHILLIPS 1964 

30 P0KE36S79,29:PRIHT M aW 

4Q PR INT" C] CHARACTER DEFINER 

^0 PR INT 11 3D 

60 PR I NT "Mi THIS PROGRAM N ILL ALLOW VOU TO DESIGN VOUR OWN CHARACTERS" 

70 PRINT" HMD NILL PROVIDE VOU UITH THE CODE FOR THE DATA STATEMENTS." 
3D PRINT"!! USE THE CURSOR KEVS FOR DESIGNING THE GRID. " 

90 PR I NT "B iSlEFRINT OUT VIA ;15£0" 
lDO PQKE52,28iP0KE5€;,28iCLR 

1 10 F0RItf*?16dTQ7€?9sPOKEI ,P£EK< I+2566CO :NEttT 

F"ORC~7384T07399 : RE ADA :P0KEC , A I NEXT 
130 DATA 255, 235 ,255, 255, 255 ,255, 255 ,255,170,85,170,85,170,65,170,83 
140 PR I NT " l9J£WfiS J3 

150 PRINT 11 1| 3 PRESS S TO START " 
1S0 PR I NT " || S 
170 GET A* 



Programming 



Program Listing 



ISO 
190 

2O0 
210 
220 
230 
248 
250 
268 
27S 
230 
230 
30 0 
310 
320 
330 
340 
350 

370 
380 
390 
4 SO 
410 
420 
4:50 
440 
450 
466 
470 
4:i!:0 
450 

500 

51& 
520 
530 
540 
550 
560 
570 
580 
530 
600 
610 
620 
630 
640 
650 
660 
676 
6S0 
630 
700 
710 
720 
730 
740 
750 
760 
77© 



IFfi#<:> , 'S ,, THENl?0 
P0KE368€9,255 
PI =7707 :P2=3342? 
X«l :V=1 

PR INT " IMUUUUUpff^SNS^SNSSlI^ 
PRINT" SJUUXSlS'sl EJ" -i 1 191 1 1 1?J i DST . I fef^ I IST'-I HI'-. IlSf . \ 'A v - - V'-- V 
PR 1 NT " XBIttUBF 1 ■ FILL. IN" 
PR INT "HUPS «= RUB OUT" 
PRINT" UF5 = CLEAR OP. ID" 
e= PRINT OUT " 
- TERMINATE 11 
G0SUB768 s P0KE7803 , 0 s P0KE3S52S ,9 
PR I NT "&WRTR»MUHU*J»»JIJ* □ . G , M 
GETR.£ 



PR INT 11 MF 
PRINT"fcjfeF 



POKEF'i+5-:+2£*V... 32 

IF PK027 THEN359 

P0KEPl+Jw22*V,27 

IFR#* " THENVwV- 1 

I Ffl#= " a" THENV=V+ 1 

IFR*=»'irTHENX=X-l 

IFR*»"H"THENX=X+1 

I FR$» H*' THENG0SUB368 1 REM Fl 

IPR*= " ■" THENG0SUBS63 : REM F3 

I FflS = " ||" THENGGSUB7SS : REN F5 

I FR#s " B" THEHGOSUBSSe : REM F7 

IFR*s" ■"THENPOKE3iS869,240 : PRINT'S" SEND1REMF8 

IFXaTHEN^I 

IF»8THENKs8 

IFV<iTHENV«i (f 
1FV>8THENV=S 
PKs=PEEK £ P 1 +X+22* V > 
IFPK=2FTHEH52G 
POKEP 1+H+22*V,2S 
P0KEP2+X+22*V,2 
GOSUBQ60 sCSOTOS 1 0 

REM FILL IN 
- 

PDKEF1+X+22*V,2? 
P0KEF2+X+22*V, in 
ML»7i€7+V 
BX=2T<3-X > 
VL«PEEK<ML>ORBX 
F'QKEHL, VL 

RETURN 

* 

REN RUB OUT 

P0KEPi+X+22*Y,28 
PGKEP2+H+22*V,2 
ML=71£7-i-Y 
BX=2KS-!0 

VL-PEEK < ML > - < PEEK < ML > RNDBX > 
POKEMLxVL 
RETURN 

REM CLERR GRID 

■ 
■ 

forv=i roe 

FGRX«1T0S 



730 
730 
300 
S10 
S20 
830 
340 
350 
860 
370 
330 
S$0 
300 
310 
920 
930 
340 
550 
960 
370 
93© 
990 

1000 
1010 



FGKEPl+M+22*V r 32 
PGKE7167+V,© 
NEXTX^V 



RETURN 

REM DISPLBV DRTR 




PR I NT "HE" 

F0R1*7168T07175 
Ct»STR*<PEEK<I>> 
Ci=LEN'::C#> 
IFC*4THENPRINTC4 
I FC»3THENPRi MT " "C* 
I FC-2THENFR I NT " " C£ 
NEXT I 
RETURN 
: 

REM SET PRINTER 

■ 
■ 

□PEN1 ,6,1 iGPEN4,6 
PRINT* WIT',©, -Sii3 
PRINTB4 

PR INT* l/"M"/l3r -200 ;■ 
PRINTtH , " M " ,£\ ,0 

REM DRftW CHRF RCTER 

m 

FORXarlTOe sFORValTOQ 
PK^PEEKiCPl+X+22#Vj 
IFPK«32THENi IS© 
PRINT* I, M M*' r3*X,-3*V 
PR I NT #1 . " I " 
F0Rfls=GT05 
PR1NTJU h " R" ,fi 
PRINT#1 , "J" ,fi 
NEXTft 
FORfi=OT0 6 _i 
PRINT*! , " R" ,0 
PR I NT* 1 P ".J" 
KEXTfl 
NEXTV^X 
FORI-1T04 
J=7167+I 

PRINT* 1 , "M" ,1+30,- .15 
PR INT *4, PEEK <J>; 
NEXT I 
FORI-5TO0 
J=7167+I 

PR I HT# 1 , " M " , I -4 > *S8 , - 40 
PRINT*4,PEEK<J> 1 
NEXT I 

CLOSE 1 1 CLOSE 4 
X=l tV=l 
RETURN 



ij 



H 

5,F» 






shows you how to 
clarify control 



HAVE YOU EVEN TRIED 
typing in listings of BASIC 
program* for your Com- 
modore 64 involving Jong fines 
or cursor controls and colour 
commands? If so, vou will 
probably know that decipher- 
ing the graphic symbols 
representing these controls 
can be very difficult. This is a 
real problem for programmers 
producing programs for 
publication in magazines such 
as this one, as the program will 
have to be typed in from a 
printed listing. One way of 
overcoming this problem is to 
document your programs with 
REM' statements, explaining 
the control characters used. 

Here is a simple machine 
code routine which inserts 
'REM' lines in any BASIC 
program held in memory 
immediately before every line 
that contains the line: 



1020 PRINT'JWHELLO":? 



Then a line 1019 is inserted 
showing that a 'cursor right' 
and a 'cursor down' character 
are to be printed. 



1019 REM CUD-CUR 
11020 PRINT"*! EllO":? 




The dash between the two 
commands shows that the 
control characters are next to 
each other. If they are 
separated, then a space is 
printed, e.g.: 



1019 REM CUR-CUD-RED 



■THERE ilflrVOUIl 




This means that 'HELLO' is 
printed in red, 'THERE' in black 
and 'VOU J in reversed green. 
Function keys can also be 
shown: 



1039 REM Fl F2 
1060 IFAf-"rO*A** Jl lT| 




Program Listing 



10 REABP:Pi*=PTT*0 : LN=1000 ; F-0 
20 CS-0 : LH*LN+10 : PR I NT " RE AD I NG " LN "1" 
30 J?EREAf > A : IFA* X 11 END " THE N90 

40 F0R>iT0LEN<flf)STEP2 H-RSC(Mir*<flf , 1^-48^ IFH>9TH£NH»H-7 
50 L*ASC < MI D* C A* , I + 1 > > - 48 : 1 FL>9THENL*L-7 
60 N*H#1S+L < CS-CS+N ' POKEP, N : P*P+i 

70 NEXT " I FCSOATHENPRI NT " ERROR IN LlNE r lN rr ***r : F=1 
80 TT=TT+R:GOTO20 

90 1 FTTO A T HENPR I NT ?[ ** ## LINE COUNT ERROR **** 1l: F-i 



W 1 FF^ftTHENPR I NT pt RLL J3RTR 


OKi 


PROG : 


**P1* 


T0 11 P 




000 


DATA 


49152 












010 


DATA 


A52B83G0A52C956^ 


876 


1170 


DATA 


00E8C8S160CD01C3, 


1186 


020 


DATA 


R000E1609562C8B1, 


104L 


1180 


DATA 


F0F7E0@!F04B86€2, 


1239 


038 


DATA 


6085630562E0034C, 


718 


1190 


DATA 


R5008563A562C90A, 


075 


040 


DATA 


9FC1R9009E04C46E, 


1003 


1200 


DATA 


900R38E90A8562E6> 


914 


050 


DATA 


00C3A003A9209E03, 


703 


1210 


DATA 


634C94C0RE04C4AD, 


1062 


060 


DATR 


C3C8B160D0034C77, 


1074 


1220 


ERTR 


03C39E04C3R9209E, 


912 


070 


DATA 


C1C922E00BB9014D, 


994 


1230 


DATA 


05C3A563D005A920, 


376 


080 


DATA 


00C38E00C34C24C0; 


835 


1248 


BATA 


4CBDC009309D06C3, 


872 




DATA 


AE00C3F0EF297FC9, 


1201 


1250 


DATA 


A56289309D&7C3A9, 


343 


100 


DATR 


20B0D9B1609E01C3, 


1035 


1260 


DATR 


2A8D03C318AD04C4. 


779 


1 10 


DATA 


8C02C3AE04C4E024v 


954 


1270 


DATA 


6904eB04C4609C02, 


728 


120 


DATR 


A9089E04C3eD05C3, 


859 


1290 


DATA 


C3A000B913C2D003, 


964 


130 


DATR 


R00238B160E3018B, 


866 


1290 


TJRTA 


4CEFC0CD01C3F007, 


1155 


140 


DATA 


06C3C8Bi60ES000B, 


1048 


1300 


DATA 


C3C9C6CS4CDBC0RD i 


1460 


150 


DATA 


07C3A9eFeD0SC3R9 J 


1027 


1310 


DATA 


04C4C949E046AE04, 


930 


160 


DATA 


059D04C4AC02C3A2, 


877 


1320 


DATR 


C4RD03C39D04C3A9, 


1092 



64 Utility 



Repeated use of the same 
t on i ml character gives ,i line 
showing the number of 
characters used. For example, 
29 cursor rights followed hy 
graphics mode (CONTROL N) 
is shown by: 



If there are too many then a second line is inserted, 
characters to fit on one line, like so: 



2835 REM 29*CUR TXT 
zm ? ll ll1lllllinill 

nmmitcuERTvuiopj 



2858 REM CLR- 3#CUD- 10*CUR-BLK 
RED CVH PUR GRH BLU VEL ORN 
2059 REM BUN RED CVN QRN BLU 

2966 pr i Nr nvttmmmmM *jsi_u 
i cica_ffcj*«ki)^ii!3: 



WHT 



Other control characters found 
in BASIC text are shown as 
CT?' where T rs the ASCII 
equivalent of the control code. 
For example, sending 7 line 
feeds (CONTROL f) to a 
printer would be shown as: 



3039 REM ?fCTJ 

3040 PRINT#4,' 



fhr rhror 1 letter abbreviations 
used are: 



ASCII 


ABREV. 


FUNCTION 


ASCII 


ABBREV, 


FUNCTION 


17 


CRD 


CRSR DOWN 


29 


CRR 


CRSR RIGHT 


145 


CRU 


CRSR UP 


157 


CRI 


CRSR IFFT 


144 


Bl K 


BLACK 


5 


WHT 


WHITE 


2B 


RED 


RED 


159 


CYN 


CYAN 


156 


PUR 


PURPLE 


.10 


GRN 


GREEN 


31 


BLU 


BLUE 


156 


YEL 


YELLOW 


18 


RVS 


REVERSE ON 


146 


OFF 


REVERSE OFF 


129 


ORN 


ORANGE 


149 


BWN 


BROWN 


150 


LRD 


LIGHT RED 


151 


GR1 


GREY 1 


152 


CR2 


CREY 2 


153 


LGN 


LIGHT GRfcEN 


154 


LBL 


LIGHT BLUE 


155 


GR3 


GREY 3 


14 


TXT 


TEXT MODEL 


142 


GRF 


GRAPHICS MODE 


V) 


HOM 


CRSR HOME 


20 


DLL 


DELETE 


147 


CLR 


CLEAR SCREEN 


148 


INS 


INSERT 


133 


F1 


FUNCTION KEY 1 


137 


F2 


FUNCTION KEY 2 


134 


F3 


FUNCTION KEY 3 


138 


F4 


FUNCTION KEY 4 


135 


F5 


FUNCTION KEY 5 


139 


F6 


FUNCTION KEY 6 


136 


F7 


FUNCTION KEY 7 


140 


F8 


FUNCTION KEY 8 




Program Listing (cont.) 



1330 DflTfl 889D05C3RD04C39D, BBS 1610 DflTR 

1340 DflTR 06C3AD05C39D07C3, 933 1620 DRTR 

1350 DRTfl RD06C39C0SC3RD07, 914 1630 DRTR 

1360 DRTR C39D09C3AD06C39DJ 1089 1640 DRTR 

1370 DRTR 0RC318RD04C46907. fl4 1650 DRTfl 

1380 DflTR 8D04C438RD06C3E9, 1004 1660 DRTR 

1390 DRTR 018D06C3RD07C3E9- 931 1670 DRTR 

1400 DflTR 008D07C3RD03C3RE, 888 1630 DRTR 

1410 DRTfl 04C49D04C3B914C2, 955 1690 DATA 

1420 DRTR 9D03C3B915C29D06, 923 1700 DRTR 

1430 DRTR C3B916C29D07C3C9, 1156 1710 DRTR 

1440 DRTfl 3FD008RD01C30940, 721 1720 DRTR 

1450 DRTfl 9D07C319RD04C469. 961 17 30 DflTR 

1460 DRTR 048D04C4R92D8D03, 703 1748 DRTfl 

1470 DflTR C3flG02C34C29C0AEi 1047 DRTfl 

1490 DflTR 04C4F00CE88E04C4, 1026 1760 DflTR 

1498 DflTR R9009D03C320B7CU 932 1770 DRTR 

1500 DRTfl fl084C8B160D0FBCe, 1296 1?80 DflTfl 

1510 DRTR 981865608560R900* 771 1790 DflTR 

1520 DflTfl 656 18561 4C08C020, 736 EATfl 

1530 DRTfl 33A5A52D832F9331, 788 l€10 DflTR 

1540 DflTfl fl32E85303532R537 J 793 1820 DRTfl 

1550 DRTfl 8333033883346065, 851 1830 DRTR 

1560 DflTR 2D8564186D04C485, 744 1840 DRTR 

1570 DflTR 66852DA52E836569, 838 1850 DRTR 

1580 DflTR 008567852ER000B1 , 752 I860 DflTR 

1590 DRTfl 64916638R56SE90L 904 

1600 DRTR B566A567E9008567, 972 READY, 



38A564E90 1856405, 933 
65E9008565C561D0J 1070 
84R564C560B0D8A0, 1114 
00B904C39160C8CC, 1029 
04C490F51SR3606D. 983 
04C48560R5616900J 796 
856160U4352441D, 589 
4352529 14352559D, 767 
43324C90424C4305, 591 
374854 1C5243449F, 649 
43394E9C5055521E, 667 
47324E1F424C559E, 647 
39454C1 252565392, 649 
4F46468l4F524E95j 736 
42574E964C524497, 758 
4752319847523299. 710 
4C474E9fl4C424C9B, 752 
4732330E345B549E, 616 
475246 13484F4D 14, 490 
44454C93434C5294i 733 
494E5385463 12089, 653 
463220664633206A, 577 
46342087463520SBJ 583 
463620884637208C, 589 
4638280043543F, 372 
END j 74057 



The listing shows a basic loader 
program which reads hex- 
adecimal statements (with 
checksums] and POKE* the 
program into safe memory at 
SCOO0 or 49152. If any error is 
found in the data then it is 
reported along with the line 
number in which it occurred. 

Please note: save the loader 
program before trying to 
execute the machine code 
routine. If you wish to save the 
machine code program then 
type: 

POKE43 J G:POKE44,192:POKE 

45,0:POKE4fi.1S5:POKE55,0: 

POKL56,208;C 

SAVE"NAME" r 1 

SYS 74738 

To re-load the routine, type: 

IOAD"NAME'M,1 

NEW 

To execute the routine, first 
load or type in your BASIC 
program then type 'SYS 49152' 
or SYS 12*4096' and wait a few 
moments (depending on the 
length of your program). When 
'READY' appears, you can 
RUN., re-SAVE or LIST your new 
program, ff the BASIC text has a 
line 2u containing contro 
characters bul afso has a line 19, 
then another line 19 is inserted; 
the operation of the program is 
unaffected. 




81 



David Crisp examines 
Practical c T Practifile and 
Inventory 64> three pieces of 
business software from the 
Computer Software 
Association for your 
Commodore 64. 



/Business 






BUSINESS 





COMPUTER SOFTWARE ASSOCIATION 
has been advertising these for quite a 
while now butthis is the first opportunity I 
have had to try them. My first intention 
was to compare each program with a 
similar product from another company 
but later I decided to treat them as a 
complete but non-integrated package. I 
have been using a spreadsheet a lot 
recently and so Practicalc was the one I 
dealt with first. 

The packing leaves a lot to be desired. 
It is a flimsy box which suffers greatly in 
the post. This type of packing seems to be 
the type with all of the programs from 
C.S.A. Even when stored tinder normal 
circumstances at home the box is easily 
crushed and soon becomes more than 
useless. The manual was quite 
comprehensive and it's small size is 
misleading. It is clearly set out and packed 
with information laid out in a clear way 
with a good tutorial approach. If you have 
not used a spreadsheet before then this 
would soon get you going. Lacking in this 
manual as in most manuals that arrive 
with spreadsheets, is anything that would 
point out the potential of a spreadsheet 
For the novice it is difficult to imagine 
it as anything other than an elaborate 
calculator which can do things such as 
cash flow projections and analysis. When 
you start to plumb the depths, however r it 
is possible to suddenly discover how 
versatile the sheet can be. To date I have 
found no manual which stimulates the 
imagination. I have an unusual invoicing 
application on my spreadsheet which 
a Rows me to easily raise invoices and 
statements for account customers. I can 
at a glance each account and its 
position. Some crafty print 
give the appearance of a 
invoicing program. This is a 
I worked out for myself while 
justify owning a powerful 
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spreadsheet. Enough rambling jnd bark 
to Practicalc 

Display 

Practicalc seems to load very auickly and 
once loaded you are asked now many 
columns and how many rows you would 
like. The default values are 40r#25c, For 
my own use this is not really big enough 
but for many small users it would Be 
enough. After choosing the size of your 
sheet the top left corner of the sheet is 



displayed. I cannot really say the display 
pleased me as it looked a little bare. The 
columns were displayed well enough but 
the rows were not marked out at alC and I 
had some difficulty placing the cursor on 
the desired row. At the top of the screen 
where I have learned to expect 
information such as cells remaining and 
memory available there was nothing 
except the c urrent row/column and the 
word PRACTICALC 

The information there though was 
clear on both the 5" colour screen of an 
SX-B4 and a 14" green screen monitor; 
some programs while looking O.K. on 
one are often a I must rn visible on the 
other. 

Standard practice 

As would be expected on a sheet, full 
mathematical functions are available for 
use such as LOG, EXP, ABS, SQRetc, plusa 
few extra ones such as AVG (for finding 
the mean average for a range of 
numbers), MAX AND M1N (for finding 
maximum and minimum values over a 
range) and COU {for finding the number 
of entries in a range). This is only a 
selection of the possibilities which are 
available. Once you have been 
introduced to a few of the functions you 
are led into a tutorial to show the possi ble 
use of the sheet. 

Overshoot 

I am a great believer in workingthrough a 
manual and this one was no exception. I 
entered up the information as instructed 
and soon felt I was 'alien zapping'. The 
repeat rate on the cursor keys was far too 
fast and trying to home in on a box was as 
hard as getting the last alien on an invader 
game. It was at this point I stopped for 
coffee. A series of short stabs at the key 
soon enabled me to get around the sheet. 
The column numbers on Practicalc are at 
the bottom of the screen and on all the 
other sheets I have used they are to be 
found at the top. It took some time to get 
used to this but with practice I soon 
mastered it. Pressing function keys soon 
enabled me to bring up the option menu. 
This is fortunately fairly standard and as 
with most sheets a single key press 
enabled me to clear, resi?e, delete 
(column/row), format etc. As usual, 
commands could refer to the individual 
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cell, row, column, or to the sheet as a 
whole. It is possible to set rhe display up to 
show integers only, text, numerics to two 
decimal places and so on. To enable you 
to enter formulae faster there is the 
replicate function. This aJlows you to 
repeat a cell's formula across the sneet or 
down according to the range you specify. 
It would appear to be a vital function but 
one which is not present on all 
spreadsheets, 

Pictures 

A nice extra with this sheet is the ability to 
display sets of figures graphically. As 
spreadsheets tencT to contain a large 
amount of numeric data it is nice to be 
able to display a whole rowor column as a 
bar chart in order to get an overall picture. 
To chart a set of numbers with Practicalc 
was very easy indeed and quick. You have 
the choice of displaying In low or hi-res 
graphics which means a oar of asterisks in 
low-res or a bar of solid squares for hi-res: 
simple but it does the job. 



Printout 

It b possible to obtain hardcopy from the 
unit usine either a Commodore printer or 
the built in software interface* The 
interface is mentioned in the manual but 
there is no specification. If the 
specification was there it should be 
"possible to make any printer work using a 
custom built cable, I could get some of my 
leads to work and not others, so all I can 
suggest is to try before you buy. 



Practicalc conclusion 

I can't quite make up my mind on this 
one. It is definitely not a bad spreadsheet 
but on the other hand it is not brilliant. If 
you are a first time user and were learning 
To use one I think you would take to it 
quite easily. However, for someone who 
is used to a spreadsheet I think they may 
have a few difficulties in getting used to 
some of the odd quirks, such as column 
identifiers being at the bottom. I am 
suffering from a severe bout of 
Indecision . The best thing would be to 
have a look at it and decide once you have 
seen it, I would put it somewhere 
between Busicalc and Richard Shepherd's 
Autocall 

Inventory 64 

From the same company comes 
INVENTORY 6-1, My comments about 
packaging are the same as with Practicalc. 
The manual is considerably smaller but 
the program is considerably simpler as 
well. It is an inventory control system in 
the words of CS.A. and is straightforward 
to use even without the manual. It is menu 
driven and getting used to it only takes a 
short while.lt is what I call a preformatted 
database and so is inflexible but that is all 
some users will want. 

Capacity 

You are able to hold approximately 650 
items per disc but there is no reason why 



more than one disc could not be used. I 
will deal with the program in the order in 
which it is discussed in the manual. After 
loading, the first thing that is required is 
that you insert the data disc. Relative filing 
has been employed in this program and so 
the setting up of your first disc will take 
some time although, once in use, 
searching for specific records is fast. 

The first menu to appear on screen 
gives you the option to exit, zero sales to 
date, maintain or produce reports. 
Choosing option one (maintain) gives you 
the opportunity to manipulate the 
records. When entering stock for the first 
time you will come across the first restric- 
tion. It is necessary to allocate the stock 
item a number between 1 and 650; this 
can not be prefixed or suffixed with a letter 
or anything else and so a stock identifier 
will be a meaningless number. This is lazi- 
ness from a programming point of view. It 
is possible to use a hashing alogrithm to 
produce the record number and also to 
find it again and the algorithm can be a 
simple formula. Any program I have 
written using relative files has been 
written using a hashing algorithm and so 
identifiers can be precise or at least 
meaningful Another problem caused by 
the lack of the algorithm is that you are 
unable to use the numbers from 337 
through to 358. This again is indicative of 
lazy programming, but could be put right 
in later versions, 




Standard options 

All the functions you would expect of a 
simple stock control program are there. 
You can produce a re-order list, on 
predetermined levels, a price list of all 
stock held; a stock list for reference etc. 
As I said before, it is a simple program and 
on the whole performs well. A nice touch 
is being able to enter the unit of 
measurement so it is possible to indicate 
whether something is stocked by size, 
weight, quantity, and so on. On this oneit 
is possible to zero all sales to date, an 
important feature which has been missed 
on a couple of other stock control 
packages I nave looked at. 



Printer c ompatibility 

This program is written in BASIC, For a 
program of this type, BASIC is perfectly 
adequate. The otner advantage is that 
because machine code routines are not 
stashed away in corners of your RAM any 
printer interface you may have will 
probably work. My interface software sits 
at COO0 (hex) and so worked OK. Printouts 
were simple and clean with everything 
clearly marked. Total parts in stock and 
total stock value was clearly marked and 
everything relevant was printed, 

Inventory 64 conclusion 

A simple program which worked well in 
what it covers. It is lacking in a few things, 
e.g. the use of stock numbers and it was 
not possible to perform any batch 
ope rations so if the VAT rate changed and 
your price included VAT it would be 
necessary to change each record. It is a 
stand alone system and so you must assess 
whether it will save a lot of time. I feel that 
it lacked a daily sales printout which 
would have made it useful in applications 
where a storeman could use it for issuing 
parts within the factory etc. With the 
addition of these things I feel it would bea 
very useful program. If you were to 
consider buying it then I recommend that 
you write down the information you 
would want from an inventory control 
package and then see if this program 
provides what you need. All in all it's not 
bad for the price, 

Practifile 

From the advertising informatton 
Practifile was the package I was most 
looking forward to using, I am a fan of 
database management systems and T 
spend a lot of time writing odd 
applications on them. They tencT to be 
extremely versatile and can usually be 
used in a simple BASIC menu driven form 
or alternatively programmed to perform 
many operations automatically. 

As the manual is fairly thick it 
represented a couple of hours bedtime 
reading before actually loading. I would 
not recommend reading the manual 
straight through unless you are 
conversant with this type of program as 
they can be heavy going and you may end 
up quite lost, but as so many database 
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management programs are similar I tend 
to read through the manual first in order 
to see if there are any extra tit-bits that 
have not been present on other systems. 

The packing and the manual, 
unfortunately, are much the same as with 
the other two programs. The only 
difference seems to be the thickness and 
the number of errors. My copy came 
with a six page addendum, not to correct 
mistakes but to clear up parts of the 
manual and to explain possibilities not 
explained fully in the manual. Most of the 
pages are concerned with the 
tranportation of files and data from 
Fracticalc into Practifile and vice-versa. 
This indicates that some degree of 
integration is possible between the two 
programs and other sequential files. Full 
marks for explaining it so well, but could it 
not have been concluded in the manual as 
loose pages are so easily lost. 

In use 

This is only a review and not a full 
length depth trial f will only point 
out the main features of this package. If 
you would like to find out more about 
what these packages are capable of and 
how they can be used then it may be 
worth reading a couple of the many good 
books which are available on database 
management systems. 

After loading, the first thing I noticed 
was the constant need to change discs. 
From reading the manual I realised there 
would be a need to change discs but did 
not fully appreciate just Trow often the 
need would arise. 

As a simple test I decided to set 
up a fairly basic file which would 
enable me to store my ever increasing 
stock of software. I wanted some 
degree of mathematical calculation 
regarding total values etc and the ability 
to search according to program type. 
Practifile does all this as I expected it 
would but to be honest the way it did it 
was dismal. The screen displays and 
prompts were tatty and simply seemed to 
scroll u p as you went further through the 
format routines. I found myself having to 
draw what I wanted on paper and then 
translate this into a form that Practifile 
could understand. I seemed to be relying 
a lot on memory regarding what I had 
already put in and if I had made a mistake 
it required going through each field 
defined and confirming that each one was 
alright. 

Menus were comprehensive but their 
layout was basic to say the least and 
throughout using it I constantly had the 
feeling that I was testing a program to see 
if it was functioning OK before sending it 
back to be tidied up and presented 
properly. Unfinished is probably the best 
way of describing my feelings about this 
program. 
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Plenty of space 

One thing that cannot be criticised is 
miserly use of filespace. lt J s capacity 
seemed endless with an advertised 
number of 3800 files per record. 
Obviously a record has to be of a 
reasonable size in order for that many 



records to be stored but by anyone's 
standards some impressive crunching has 
been employed. 

You have a choice of filing methods 
{sequential or relative) and depending on 
the type of file you desire the speed of 
operation will change: a nice feature 
which could he employed on other 
databases. Relative files are fast but if the 
records you have are small enough to fit 
into RAM then obviously searching and 
sorting etc are much faster. Despite my 
criticisms, its design features such as this 
are impressive. That is one of those small 
things that make a complete read of the 
manual worthwhile. 

It is possible to generate virtually any 
type of report from your records and this 
is fairly easy to do. 

Printing 

There is a section concerned with 
customising Practifile which resaves 
certain information back to the program 
disc; these parameters are used eachtime 
you use PRACTIFILE. It covers screen 
paper and ink colours, whether you are 
using two single drives or dual drives etc. 
and the type of printer you are using. As 
before, I found that some interfaces would 
work and others would not and so I am 
afraid I can only (once again) suggest that 
you try before you buy. 

Another feature of Practifile is the 
facility for using a cassette. I could not try 



this as I use an SX-64 but, for long term 
archival storage of sequential data, tape is 
ideal as it is" fairly safe and very, very 
cheap. Again this is one of those little 
things that are changing my opinion of 
Practifile. 

Yet another of those important but 
often neglected little things is the ability 
to batch file. If you are entering a lot of 
data even random filing seems to take a 
long time and you are soon conscious of 
the delay between finishing an entry and 
being able to start another one. Once 
again, Practifile saves the day. If batch 
entry is chosen, the data that you type in is 
temporarily stored in RAM and, at trie end 
of entry, it is organised and stored into a 
random file. It is surprising just how 
much lime I h is can save. 



Practifile conclusion 

I am still a littie numbed at the number of 
times I needed to change discs and totally 
anaesthetised by the 'grotty' screen 
display but, before all you Practifile 
devotees have me hanged, drawn and 
quartered, may I add that I think this 
program is very good: the things I have 
covered in 'bits and bobs' make all the 
difference. Although i will continue to 
feel that this program could be greatly 
improved, it is, without any doubt, a 
workhorse. I grew to like it and will 
continue to use it for some applications. 
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THE WORD DATA' IS MUCH 
overworked. Jn. general, 
anything which has meaning to 
the computer could be defined 
as data. However, as far as the 
practical programmer is 
concerned, it is better to 
consider data as the additional 
information required by a 
program, A program., after all, 
is little more than a set of 
instructions for manipulating 
data so it is almost self evident 
that, in most cases, it should be 
supplied from outside. For 




example, a program which 
added the numbers 34, 566, 243 
and 123.45 together and 
printed out the result maybe of 
slight interest during the first 
run but subsequent runs would 
provide no further inform- 
ation. On the other hand , if the 
numbers were supplied from 
outside, so that subsequent 
runs acted on different 
numbers, the program would, 
in spite of its simplicity, have 
some justification for being 
written. As a furtherexamplc, it 
would be a pathetic waste of 
time to write a program for 
calculating the number of 
factors in 456. Far better if the 
program could find the factors 
of any number supplied from 
outside during a run. Now we 
have defined data as 
information required by a 
program, it is important to be 
aware of the different ways in 
which it can be supplied. We 
can use the INPUT. INPUT#, 
GET, CET# or READ/DATA 
statements. 
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The INPUT statement 

When a program is running, 
the instructions are executed 
one after the other at lightning 
speed — far faster than humans 
can think or act. If a program 
requires data during a run, 
there must be some provision 
for halting the computer, until 
such time as the user of the 
program has finished entering 
the required data via the 
keyboard. The relevant BASIC 
statement which halts the 
computer until you feet J in 
some data is INPUT. There are 
actually two forms of this 
statement, depending on 
whether a prompt message is to 
be displayed on the screen or 
not. Trie syntax of the simpler 
form is" as follows: 




INPUT variable 



INPUT is the BASIC keyword 
and must be followed by a 
variable name of your own 
choice. For example, suppose 
we write the line: 



100 INPUT A 



The computer will halt at line 
100 and outputs the character 
T to the screen accompanied 
by the winking cursor. When 
you have entered suitable data 
and pressed RETURN, the data 
will be placed in the variable 
named A and the computer will 
resume its high speed progress. 
If the data is unsuitable, an 
appropriate error message is 
displayed. The commonest 
cause of error is when string 
data is entered instead of a 
number, in which case the 
somewhat cryptic error 
me^ige 'REDO FROM S f AR 1 ' 
will appear on the screen. If 
strings are to be entered, the 
variable must be a string 



variab'e such as INPUT A$. It is 
worth remembering here that 
numbers are accepted into a 
string variable (because 
numbers are included in the 
definition of strings), numeric 
variables will accept no other 
characters but numbers. If the 
operator happens to press 
RETURN before entering data, 
any original value which the 
variable may have had is still 
preserved. It is allowable to 
enter many data items at a time 
into different variables, 
providing they are all separated 
by a comma. For example: 



100 INPUT A.DF 



You enter the A data first, 
followed by RETURN, then the 




DF data, followed by RETURN. 
Although this facility is offered, 
you are advised not to use it 
very often because it could be 
confusing to the operator. It is 
far better to use a seperate 



INPUT line for each data item. 
In fact, we should mention that 
the use of the simple input 
statement described above 
should be employed sparingly. 
A halted program, accom- 
panied only by insolent 
looking 'V can strike terror into 
the heart of an inexperienced 
operator — remember the 
person using the program may 
not be computer minded. 
What is needed is some 
message to accompany the 
INPUT statement which guides 
the poor user. In other words, 
he or she must be prompted. 
Because of this, it should be 
almost a rule that you use the 
following expanded format of 
(he INPUT statement; 



100 INPUT 'message"; 
variable 



The computer will now halt as 
before but this time, a suitable 
prompt message is displayed 
for guiding the operator. For 
example; 



1 CO INPUT"Enter gun 
velocity ";GV 



Note that the message must be 
enclosed within double Quotes 
and that a semicolon must 
separate the message from the 
variable. Notice also that a 
space has been left between 
trie end of the message and the 
closing quotes. This is not 
mandatory but, if you leave it 
out, the aata entered will butt 
up close to the end of the 
message and look messy on the 
screen. 



INPUT validation 

Sometimes, due to careless- 
ness., malice aforethought or 
sheer ignorance of the 
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consequences, operators will 
respond to an INPUT statement 
by entering data which, 
although correct in svntax, is 
quite daft. For example, if the 
prompt is "Enter your age"and 
the operator responds with 456 
then the accuracy of the data fs t 
to say the least, suspicious. The 
computer will accept it of 
course, because it is naive and 
quite incapable of mature 
judgement It is up to the 
programmer to include 
validation checks on all data 
received from the keyboard. 




The best place for this is 
immediately, or at least soon, 
after the INPUT statement. We 
will take the age query as an 



example of a validation check 

500 INPUT'ENTER YOUR 
ACE ";AG 

510 IF AC > 120 OR AG <2 




Line 510 would reject ages 
greater than 130 or less than 2. 
These limits are naturally up to 
the programmer to decide but 
it h hardly likely that a child less 
than two. years old, however 
precocious, would be 
operating a keyboard. At the 
other end of the scale, it is 
difficult to imagine how 
someone over the age of 130 
would have sufficient strength 
left to push down the RETURN 
key. However, h is often 
desirable for the program to 
include an escape clause. For 
example, it may be that the 
operator may want to see what 
happens if he was 131 years old 
— a kind of digital peep into 
the future. To cater for such 
awkward individuals, the 
previous example could be 
modified as follows: 



500 INPUT" ENTER 
AGE ";AG 

510 IF AC>= 2 AND AG<= 1 50 
THEN GOTO 540 
520 INPUT ' ARE YOU SURE 
Y/N) ";K$ 

530 IF K$<>"Y' J GOTO 500 



This version incorporates the 
'Are you sure?" trick. That is to 
say, if the data supplied is 
outside the limits, it is finally 



rejected only after the operator 
has been given the chance to 
confirm or reject it by entering 
either Y or N (yes or no}. Notice 
that line 510 uses the AND 
connective in between the two 
limits instead of the OR. If you 
think this is wrong try using OR 
instead and see what happens. 
You can get into some strange 
difficulties with AND and OR. 
For example, if a number is less 
than 130OR greater than 2then 
it could be any number within 
the range -infinity to +infinity. 
This would be a ridiculous pair 
of limits, bur if we had used 
AND instead of OR, the 
number is tightly bound. We 
shall be dealing with the AND, 
OR and NOT connectives in 
great detail later in the series 
when we discuss logical 
operations. In the meantime, 
see if you can re-arrange the 
program in a belter way. 
Remember though, if you have 
to use more GOTOs than we 
have done it should not be 
considered an improvement. 



The INPUT statement 

The normal INPUT statement is 
used for entering data from 
other than the 
Data can also be 



devices 
ey board, 
tored on 
disc and 



a data tape or tape 
the 



read in from 
program by means of the 
INPUT slatement. However, 
we do not think this is the best 
place to treat the subject 
because it demands a 
knowledge of channel 
numbers and other un- 
pleasantries. INPUT is. best 
treated later in the series under 
the heading of tape and disc 
files. 

The GET statement 



The INPUT statement is used 
for entering one or more 
characters from the keyboard, 
the RETURN key being used to 
inform the computer that, no 
more are to follow, The GET 
statement is different. It is used 
to enter a single character and 
does not require the RETURN 
key. As soon as we press a key, 
the character is entered 
immediately into the variable. 
Thus, if we write GET A or GET 
A$, anv key pressed is entered 
immediately into the variable A 
or A$. However, some strange 
things can happen unless you 
understand the action of th 
keyboard buffer. This is a smal 
memory, capable of bo Id in, 
only ten characters. Wheneve 
a key is pressed, the character 
code of the key is entered into 
the buffer. When we use the 
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GET statement, one of the 
characters is read into the 
variable, leaving room for 
another one to be entered into 
the buffer. If more than ten 
keys have been struck without 
an intervening GET, the excess 
key presses are lost. The 
keyboard buffer action still 
goes on, irrespective of other 
tasks the computer may be 




forming at the moment. For 
example, if a program is 
running and we idly press a 
key, nothing may appear to 
happen but the character will 
have entered the buffer 
(providing it was not already 
full up). If, later on in the 
program, a GET statement is 
reached, the character will be 
scooped up from the buffer 
without you knowing it. if we 
wish to use GET fn order to pick 
up a particular character, we 
must include a small loop 
which halts the computer until 
the required key is pressed. For 
example: 

m GET K$: IF K$<>' f F J 

This is an example of a line 
which COes TO itself unless 
some criteria is satisfied. The 
only way for the computer to 
escape from the loop is by 
pressing the 'F' key. We can 
widen the criteria to include 
any key by using: 




Note carefully that " ", which is 
called the null string (no key at 
all), must not have a space 
between the quote marks. The 
computer stays in the loop until 
the keyboara buffer receives a 
character — it doesn't matter 
which character. If we wanted 
the computer to halt until the 
space bar was pressed, then we 
would leave a space between 
the quotes* 



The GET statement 

This is used when we wish to 
read a single character from a 
device other than the 
keyboard, such as from tape or 
disc. Like INPUT*, we shall 
postpone discussion on GET # 
untif later in this series. 

The READ/DATA 
statements 

We have defined data as 
informatfon required by a 
program and, so far, we have 
assumed that such data has 
been received from the 
keyboard during a program 
run. The READ/DATA 
siatements represent a grey 
area because, although tney 
are used to pick up data, the 
data is part of the program — it 
occupies program lines. The, 
format of thw DATA statement 
is as follows: 



DATA list of 
separated by 



constants 



For example: 



Note they are constants 
because they have notyet been 
allocated variable names. Note 
also the high line number, 
which is of course an arbitrary 



choice. Aithough DATA 
statements can be placed 
anywhere in the program, it is 
customary, indeed desirable in 
the interests of structure, to 
place DATA statements at the 
end of a program so they itand 
out and can easily be changed. 
To read the data into variables, 
corresponding READ state- 
ments must appear, the format 
being: 




For example, to read in the 




three constants used in the 
previous DATA example, the 
following line must appear 
somewhere in the program: 



200 READ A, 




This wilf read the DATA items 
i nto I he three variables in strict 
order. That is to say, 30 will go 
into A, 50 into B and 0.5 into C. 
There must not be more 
variables in the READ than 
there are constants in the 
DATA. For example, if we had 
written READ A,B,C,D the 
computer would get cross and 
Spit out the error message 
OUT OF DATA', Another way 
of provoking an outburst is to 
attempt to READ the same data 
twice, ft is not necessary to read 
all the data items at one go. We 
could have written our 
example in this form, 



j 



500 READ A 
540 READ 8,C 




Although, we have used 
numeric constants to illustrate 
the features of READ/DATA, 
there are no restrictions as to 
the kind of constant. They can 
be simple string variables or 
even long sentences and can 
be mixed with numbers. 
However, there are two 
provisos. Any strings in DATA 
statements must be enclosed 
within double quotes and the 
corresponding READ variables 
must be string forms. A 
possible DATA line could be: 



ATA~" 



C A L D Y ' 1 
"GREASBYVHESWALL", 
"BURTON ON TRENT" 540 



This could be read with: 



500 READ A$,B£,C$,D$,G j 



Note the first four are strings 
and the fifth numeric. 



ft may be asked why we 
could not have written the 
whole thing much more simply 
by using a set of assignments 

such as: 



500 A$ = "'CALD V ": B$ = 
r 'GREA5BY ,p :CS="HES 
WAU.":DJ="BURTON ON 
[TRENT":G=540 



The answer is that, in this 
simple case, we could have 
done. However, situations can 
arise where the DATA/READ 
method is advantageous. Up to 
this point, we have only 
mentioned one virtue — the 
fact that the DATA items, 
when placed at the end of the 
program, stand out in a listing 
and can easily be altered at 
some iater date. Some data is, 
what we might call, semi- 
permanent in nature. For 
example, how much tax we pay 
in the pound is usuaily semi- 
perma nent because it fasts until 
the current Chancellor decides 
it ain'l enough or, much more 




rareJy, we are given a sufficient 
rise in saiary to lift us into the 
next tax bracket. If the tax 
percentage appears as a DATA 
item, it can readily be changed 
without scanning through the 
listing to find an obscure 
variable assignment. However, 
we must admit that these points 
alone are not sufficient to 
justify the READ/DATA 
method. To appreciate its other 
uses, we must delve a little 
deeper into other ways of 
holding variables. 

Variable arrays 

Up to now, we have only dealt 
with simple variables like A or 
AJ because they are relatively 
easy to understand- The time 
has come for us to delve into 
variable arrays. You will find 
these provide a far more 
flexible and powerful way of 
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expressing variables and wel 
worth the extra effort requrrec 
10 understand them. To start 
with, let's see what a simple 
array variable such as A(n), or 
A$(n) if ft is to hold strings, 
looks like. The general form is 



Array namefnumeric 
subscript) 



For example, we can store 
something in A(1) and 
something else in A (2) etc etc 
In fact we can store something 
in A{200) if we wish. The array 
name is, in this case, r A' whicn 
may be considered as a blanket 




name for a block of separate 
data, Each individual item in 
the array is identified by a 
number, known as the 
subscript. We must be careful 
to distinguish between A2 
(which is a simple variable) and 
A(2) which is the 2nd variable in 
an arrav called f A\ It is the 
presence of the brackets 
around the subscript which 
informs the computer that it is 
one element in an array. The 
subscript can be any number 
from 0 to 32767 but, unless 
specifically wanted, it is Jess 
confusing if you avoid using 
the zero subscript. Most 
people, except computer 
fanatics, like to count from 1 to 
n rather than from 0 to n-1. To 
gel used to the feel of variable 
arrays and to consolidate 
previous discussions on 
DATA/READ statements, study 
the following few lines which 
will read data items into the' 
string array A$(n): 



500 READ A$(1};READ 
M(2J:READ A$f3):R£AD A$($) 
1000 DATA LONDON. 
COPENHAGEN, BERLIN, 




Type this in and run it. Nothing 
appears to happen because all 
we have done is to place the 
data items into an array. 



However, it is easy to confirm 
that something has happened if 
we now use PRINT A $(2) in 
direct mode — it should print 
our "COPENHAGEN". If there 
is a long list of DATA items it 
would be more professional 
and certainly quicker to use a 
simple loop to read in the data. 
For example; 



500 FOR N " 1 TO 9 
510 READ A(N> 
520 NEXT 

1000 DATA 3,6,13,8,20,7 




When this is run, the first 
revolution of the loop places 3 
in A(1), the next revolution 
places 6 in A{2) and so on. To 
prove it, try a PRINT A{9) — you 
should see 50 displayed on the 
screen. You should try to get 
into the habit of using PRINT 
in direct mode to test what 
happens after a run because it 
can become a powerful 
debugging weapon. If you 
think that some variable should 
have a certain value, a quick 
PRINT of the variable will 
confirm or reject your beliefs. 
After all, there can be a 
difference between what you 
think should be in, say, A(4) 
and what actually is. If you want 
to hurl obscenities at the 
computer by all means do so 
but, in the end, you will find it is 
something you have 
overlooked, 

The DIM statement 

In the last example, notice that 
the loop was from 1 to 9. The 
loop was deliberately kept to a 
modest size to avoid having to 
dimension the array. It is a 
peculiarity of any array that the 
computer must be prior 
informed if the number of 
elements in the array is to 
exceed eleven, that is to say, 
the highest allowable subscript 
is 10 (this allows for the 0 





subscript). The computer is 
informed, preferably 
somewhere near the top of the 
program, by the DIM 
statement, the general format 
of which is as follows: 



consider a matrix of numbers as 

follows: 



DiM array name (highest 
su bscrlpt^ 



or example: 
DIM A$(100) will reserve 101 
locations to hold the variables 
with subscripts within the 
range 0 to 100, Once an array 
has been dimensioned, you 
must now allow the program to 
re-dimension or you will get 
the error message, REDIM'D 
ARRAY. This is understandable 
when you think about it. Once 
the computer has gone to the 
trouble of allocating its 
resources for your array, it is 
going to be very annoyed if you 
later change your mind within 
the same program. If you must 
re-dimension, you must first 
clear the computer of all 
variables (quite a far reaching 
excercise and not to be taken 
lightly) by using CLR. 



Multi-dimensional 
arrays 

The type ot array variable we 
have discussed so far is 
classified as a one-dimension 
array. It is possible to extend 
this idea to include arrays of 
two or more dimensions. A two 
dimensional array has the 
general format: 



| Array name (1st subscript, 
Ind subscript) 

. , 



For example, A(3,4) is one 
particular variable in the two 
dimensional array named 'A', It 
is a little difficult to grasp the 
computer's concept of two 
dimensions but suppose we 




It consists of three rows of four 
columns and could be 
described as a 3 x 4 matrix. We 
could then imagine this stored 

i ^ 

ft 

J 





in an array A(rows, columns). 
Thus, A(2,1) would hold the 
number 6 because it is in the 
first column of row 2. The 
number 8 is in A(3,3) and the 
number 5 is in A(l,2). We 
should stress that it is not 
essential to allocate the first 
subscript to rows and the 
second to columns. How you 
visualise or use the array is your 
own choice — the computer 
hasn't got a clue what a column 
or row is «nyway. 

The following few lines will 
read in the 12 data items into a 
two dimensional array and 
prints them to the screen as a 
matrix of J rows and 4 columns: 



DIM A(3,4) 
FOR R = 1 TO 3 
520 FOR C = 1 TO 4 
530 READ A(R,C) 
540 PRINT AfR,C); 
550 NEXT 
560 PRINT 
570 NEXT 

DATA 3,5,2,4,6,1,0,4 
iT, 




The inner loop, lines 520 to 550 
begins with R fixed at 1 while 
the first four constants are read 
in and printed. The next four 
constants are similarly read and 
printed but this time with an R 
value of 2. The last four items 
are read and printed with an R 
value of 3. Note the semicolon, 
which terminates line 540, 
ensures that each row of four 
items is printed on the same 
line. The separate PRINT 
statement at line 560 is t 
cancel the semicolon effect in 
order that the next row starts 
on a new line. 




In most small towns, 
computers usually have to 
share shop space with an 



David Crisp visited 
Minehead Radio where this is 
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IF YOU LIVE OUTSIDE A LARGE TOWN, 
the chances are that vou tin not have a 
shop close-by which specialises solely in 
home micros. However, you can probably 
buy micros, peripherals and software 
from your nearest dealer who will be 
either one of the national chainstores or a 
shop which sells computer related 
products as an extension to its existing 
business, normally, an audio/video/ 
electrical shop. 

Trained staff 

In many towns and villages, it is unlikely 
that a 'computer-only' shop would be a 
viable economic proposition so, by selling 
computers as a sideline', the shop may 
increase its turnover by attracting new 
customers. It also enables computer users 
to purchase equipment without having to 
travel long distances. 

Despite this being a godsend to a lot of 
people, this system entails obvious 
disadvantages. The most common 
problem stems from asking an assistant, 
who may be as much a computer novice 
as yourself, for advice on buyingor using a 
computer. In some cases, vou may be 
given incorrect or, as once happened in 
my case, very dangerous information. 

In my early computing days, I wanted 
to control my domestic lighting svstem 
with the computer: fortunately, I bad a 
good idea of what I could and could not 
do but, when I asked for a little extra help 
at a shop that professed to be 'expert' in 
these matters, I was advised to connect 
the user port direct to the 240v mains. 
Needless to say, had I followed their 
advice, I would not be here to tell the 
story. 

Staff training in shops is gradually 
improving. The large chainstores, on the 
whole, provide basic but important 
training in computer sales and use. Cone 
are the days when, if you asked about 
'resolution the staff wondered why you 
were inquiring about their plans for the 
new year! 



Minehead Radio 

One of the many small shops which has 
taken home micros under its wing is Mine- 
<J - head Radio, It is situated on the borders of 
Exmoor and serves the people within a 
radius of about twenty miles. In the 
summer, its business is boosted by a 
nearby holiday camp but, on the 
computer front, the locals provide the 




Graham Lawrence trf Minehead Radio 

vast majority of its business. 

Minehead Radio received its first 
computer ten months ago — • a 
Commodore 64. Suppliers were rapidly 
found and, very soon, the whole back 
portion of the shop was taken over by 
computers. It stocks a wide range of 
machines including the 64 and the VIC 20 
and a corresponding amount of software. 
Obviously, it is unwise for a shop in the 
outback to stock too many copies of each 
title as sales per copy are fairly small. 
Printers, a wide range of floppy discs and 
monitors are also stocked by tneshop; it is 
also their policy to stock many items that 
might be difficult to obtain outside the 
larger towns. For example, how many 
shops do you know where Commodore 
printer interfaces may be bought off the 
shelf — certainly not many in Somerset? 

A large comprehensive school lies 
within walking distance of the school. 
Come 4. 00 o'clock, it is difficult to get near 
the shop as children file through its door 
in their eagerness to try out the latest 
game. 

Minehead Radio is usually successful 
in sorting out its customers problems. 
Graham Lawrence, the financial director 
of the company Is becoming more 
conversant with each computer. He says 
"It is easy to get familiar with our other 
lines such as videos, T.V.s etc but, as each 
computer comes out or, as new 
peripherals hit the market, it is easy to find 
you are devoting all your time just to 
keeping up with what is available and 
that's without the constant release of new 
software". 

Another problem confronting small 
retailers is the relatively short shelf life of 



many of the games, Graham states: 
"When we hear that a new release is 
available, it is very difficult to assess the 
number of units to stock as it is easy to find 
you have over ordered and, just a few 
weeks later, you are left with a box full of 
'dead' games. Apart from that it is obvious 
that a lot of copying goes on and this has 
an obvious effect on the number of sales 
per game. Copying is a problem and the 
people who are copying are only doing 
themselves out in the long run. If a simple 
way of making programs 'copyproof 
could be found and our sales increased, 
we would obviously be able to take on a 
wider range of software". 

From the conversations I overheard 
when I was in the shop, it is obvious that 
copying amongst friends is a common 
practice. 

All muck in 

Nobody in Minehead Radio deals 
exclusively with the computer 
department. Andrew Jordan and Keith 
Middleton, who are usually found in 
the van delivering T,V,s, videos and 
microwaves, often have to turn their 
hands to loading and demonstrating the 
latest releases. While they haven't got the 
time to become experts in this job, Andy 
and Keith have had Commodore 64s at 
home in order to learn the basics. 

Kate Broderick is responsible for look- 
ing after the main computer system in the 
back room. She too shows a keen interest 
in home micros but, again, she faces the 
problem of not having enough time to 
keep up with the home computer 
department. 

"Everybody in the shop has to muck in 
when things get hectic', says Graham 
Sizer. the director. "It is obviously not the 
best arrangement but we can usually sort 
out most problems that arise". 

Hard to get 

From talking to the two Grahams, it is 
obvious that difficulties arise in the shop 
due to the unreliability of supplies/Take 
last Christmas", remarks Graham Sizer, 
"Commodore 64s were available in 
abundance, unlike other machines, but it 
was nearly impossible to Ret a cassette 
unit. We were stuck with unsaleable 
computers. It was possible to get the 1541 
drives but how many parents cou Id afford 
to buy r heir children a 64 and a disc drive 
in one go? 



Pete, who works in the service 
department makes similar comrtienh 
about the components; "I could service 
most of the machines we have here 
but the supply of I.C.s is so Irregular it is 
very, very difficult to maintain an 
adequate stock". 

The home computer industry is 
relatively new and still sorting itself out 
but, what annoys the two Grahams more 
than anything is the way that 
manufacturers and distributors seem to 
'dump' the small retail outlet in favour of 
the large multiples when things get short 
or at peek times like Christmas, "There 
have been limes when we have not been 
able to gel any computers at all. It gives 
the impression that we are not doing our 
job properly". 

Up to the ceiling 

At the rear of the shop, where the 
computers live, it was easy to see that 
space is a problem. The software was 
displayed from floor to ceiling and, when 
the shops gets very busy, it is easy to lose a 
considerable amount of stock through 
shoplifting 

A Nol any more . Graham 5i/er tells 
me, "We did notice that quite a lot of 
stock was disappearing but we now have 
closed circuit TV, ...It does have a 
deterrent effect as losses have dropped 
considerably since it was installed" 

Putting the 64 to use 

Down at Minehead Radio's video library, 
a few hundred yards away from the main 
shop, Ron Fitzer is concealed under 
a pile of video tapes, Ron says: "We have 
got about 1500 tapes at the moment and 
that number is increasing all the time. We 
do need to keep some type of inventory in 
order to get stock values etc so we are 
going to use a Commodore 64. I haveone 
at home and use it a lot and I know that it is 
capable of doing all that I require/* 

While talking to Ron, it also became 
apparent that using the 64 and a piece of 
software such as Superbase, he should be 
able to keep an eye on which titles and 
types are most popular. With a good 
member list and a video list, it should also 
be easier to keep members informed. 

Minehead Radio seems to be investing 
more and more in computers. They are 
obviously providing a service that is 
required in the area and seem to be doing 
it with a high degree of success. It was 
encouraging to see the 64 being used so 
much by the shop's staff who have access 
to a wide range of machines; Ron, for 
example, as secretary of the local rugby 
club, is storing the club's records on his 
own Commodore 64. This only goes to 
show what a versatile machine the 64 is, 
Graham is also keen to start stocking the 
new Commodore models. 

For a small shop, Minehead Radio 
offers a wide range of services. Retailmg^^^^H 
home micros is obviously a much harder! 93 
task than would at first appear. It is time^^^_ 
consuming and, so far as capitaf 
investment goes, expensive. I finally left at 
4.00 o'clock to be replaced by the local 
comprehensive's computing contingent. 



CRAZY GAMES 

FOR YOUR M 
COMMODORE 64 
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This month we show that 
reading can be all fun and 
games as Alan Webb assesses 
some of the Commodore 
games books on the market. 
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THE MAJOR PROBLEM ENCOUNTERED 
by new-comers to computing when they 
first get their computer is . . . "OK, what 
do I do with it". Quite understandably a 
ready written game or other program to 
type in is what they really need. In 
response to this requirement, there has 
heen j veritable flood of book's providing 
games listings onto the market. Here is a 
small selection of such publications. 




Book Title: Wanning games on the 
Commodore 64 
Authors; T f P t Barrett and 
S.W. CoiwilE 

Publisher: Ellis Horwood Ltd. 
Price: £5.95 

From the title of this book, it isn't very 
clear whether the book provides 
"winning games" or whether it intends 
to help you win games, A quick scan of 
its contents shows that the book has a 
little more than the others of its genre. 
There are in fact two main sections, the 
second containing 21 reasonable albeit 
unexceptional games. * 

The most exciting bit isthefirst section 
which gives a gooci beginner's guide to 
the 64. The areas covered include BASIC, 
simple animation, out putting information 
to screen, Boolean operators, user 
defined graphics, sprites, joysticks 
routines and sound. The treatment of the 
subject matter was fair giving a good fund 
of information for the beginner. The 
section on sound was the exception in 
that it as was short and almost of no value 
at all. J got the impression that the authors 
preferred the graphical side of the 64. The 
chapter on the use of joysticks was of 
some value in as much that a machine 
code routine is provided for the scanning 
of the joysticks, This routine was in fact 
used in many of the games in section 2. 
On the whole the section is probably 
marginally beiler ihan the user's guide 
supplied with the 64, 

The games listings provided were 
mainly "arcade" type games with the odd 
educational program. The instructions or 
guidance notes were minimal and the 
games were generally mediocre. I noted 
with some surprise that simulation or 
adventure games were included. 

Overall, a rather disappointing book 
which falls badly between a games book 
and a user's guide and isn't really any 
good for either purpose. 
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nciusions were Reversi and Chequers 
programs. 

Rather an exciting book which is 
hardly better than average. 




Book Title: 41% Fun projects for 

your Commodore 

Author: D. Disharoon & H. Kohl 

Publisher: Reston Publishing 

Company 

Price: $6! 95 

This book is more of a variety of things to 
do rather than games to play and seems to 
be aimed at the younger end of the 
beginners market. The book is split into 
six sections covering word games, 
number games, [Q exercises, strategy 
puzzles, music programs and utilities. To 
my view, the strength of many of the 
routines given is that apart Wm being 
used as they stand, they can be used as a 
rich source of ideas and hints on 
programming techniques. 

The most notable routines are a word 
search generator, a simple database, a tiny 
word processor, and several amusing 
puzzfes. Afl programs had introductory 
texts describing the program and 
giving some indication on its operation. 

If you want to simplv play mindless 
zapping games, this book is notforyou. If, 
on the other hand, you want to use the 64 
and exercise your mind and programming 
skills, this book is a good starting point. 




Book Title; Games Commodore 

64 computers play 

Authors: Robert Young & Roger 

Bush 

Publisher: Addison- Wesley 
Price: £6.95 

At 179 pages, this book was one of the 
beefier of this collection, On opening the 
book il is pleasant to note that the book is 
split into discrete sections, each 
containing games of a particular type. (As 
the title indicates, thrs is a game only 
book). 

Section one contains the ubiquitous 



''Arcade" games. As expected these 
compromise the usual space, chase and 
race types. A nice touch is that a number 
have both keyboard and joystick 
options, Overalf a fair variety which 
should offer something of interest to most 
people. 

Next come the simulations. Four such 
programs are given representingthe main 
types. First there is a space adventure 
which, whilst being tolerably short, is 
reasonably challenging. Two of the games 
are of the "what if" genre where you 
change a number of parameters and hope 
that the result is correct. These games 
enable you to run a farm or control the 
Roman Empire. Finally, there is a war 
game simulating the Battle of Britain, 

Last come the ' mind games " in which 
you must Iry to think faster than a 6510. 
These games include 30 noughts & 
crosses, Reversi, and Nim. Not an 
inspiring collection but good honest 
staple stutf. 

Each program has a piece of 
descriptive text which not only gives 
instructions on how to play the game but 
also indicates how sections of the 
programs function. The introduction has 
a full listing of the meaning of the CBM 
control characters and the graphics 
characters; invaluable it you aren't used 
to typing in listings. 

Generally, a reasonably friendly text 
which should provide hours of harmless 
fun ai an acceptable price. 




Book Title: Chaflenging games for 
the Commodore 64 
Author: W. A, Roberts 
Publisher: Interface Publications 
Price: £3.95 

This volume presents a varied mix of 16 
games. [ got the overall impression that 
the games tended to require brains rather 
than reflexes. In fact the majority of the 
games were of the simulation, adventure 
or strategy type game. The most notable 



Book Title: The Commodore 64 
Program Book 

Author: Vtnce Apps Publishing 
Associates 
Price: £495 

This book contains twenty five 
programs of widely varying size and type 
including educational programs, games 
and utilities. Personally, I welcome this 
wide diversity since not all of us live for 
zapping aliens. Overall, the programs 
tend to oe more suitable for the older user 
and this book is not suitable as a learning 
aid for young users. 

All programs use BASIC and I note 
with interest that the author has 
acknowledged speed limitations of the 
language by offering a high proportion of 
speed independent programs. There are a 
number of adventure/simulation pro- 
grams which, whilst being lengthy, will 
give long term entertainment. For the 
lovers of arcade type games, there arc a 
fair proportion of zapping" games. In- 
evitably, however, these games are all 
restricted by the use of BASIC. 

For those seeking something more 
useful, there are several utilities including 
an assembler and a renumber routine. I 
consider the inclusion of the assembler to 
be a significant step forward. The program 
is quite versatile providing the ability to 
assemble, disassemble, save and load 
machine code and run the code. The 
book is almost worth buying for this 
program alone. 

The quality of the book is Rood with all 
listings legible and with adequate 
instructions and program descriptions. At 
the price, well worth a long look. 



Book Title: Crazy games for your 
Commodore 64 

Authors: H, Renko & S. Edwards 
Publisher: Addison -Wesley 
Price: £3.95 

Here we have a very handy little book of 
programs of all types. These authors have 
found an interesting blend of games and 
novelty programs. I was particularly 
pleased lo see routines for the well known 
' Black Bok" >>arne and a program to 
generate Escher patterns. Overall there 
are thirty listings ranging from a rather 
amusing adventure to a Frogger look 
alike. 

A tolerable amount of additional- 
information is eiven with the progrbmyP 
particularly where some theory ofl 
operation is required. Overall an 
excellent little book which represents 
good value and offers something for 
everyone. 





SOFT ON YOUR POCKET 
TOUGH ON OUR COMPETITORS 



Irtvostacf 

Invoice & Statement Generator, Automatic 
Creation from Sales Product Table. Available 
for CBM 64 • BBC B'. £30.00 Disk or Tape 

Stock-Aid 

Stock-Control System, Extensive 
On-Screen & Printed Reports, Available for 
CBM 64, £30.00 Disk or Tape. 

Electronics 

Study with Course Tutor to City & Guilds 
Standard. Available for CBM 64. £14.95 Disk or 
Tape. 



DFM Database 

Easy-to-use, Big-System Features, Printed 
Reports, Mail Labe/s Option Available for 
CBM 64 • BBC • Spectrum. £24.00 Disk or 
tape/ SPECTRUM E14.95/DFM + Labels 
£30.00. 

Home Accounts 

Bank Account, 20 Expense Headings, Name & 
Address Fife, Loan/Forecasts. Available for 
CBM 64 • BBC • Spectrum £14.95 
Tape/£16 95 Disk. 

Transact 

Book-keeping System, All Day Books, Journal, 
Nomina! Ledger, VAT Available for CBM 64 • 
BBC B\ £30.00 Disk or Tape. 

• All disk software has now been improved— the Commodore Disc range has 

now been written in machine code. 
• Spectrum software is now microdrive compatible, 

• AJI our software has been re-packaged— this means that the boxes are smaller 
and there is more descriptive copy about the program on the back of the box. 

• Buy directly from us— alternative Jy if you write or telephone (Address and 
Telephone number are at the bottom of this advertisement). We will send you an 

informative Dea/er Pack. 

• Watch out for our QL Sinclair Software! It will be available 

sooner than you think. 

The entire software range is available from 

Micro Dealer UK 

Telephone Wefvvyn Garden City 
-07073 2818) 
and select tftie ranges are availab/e from 
Websters Software. Tel. Guildford 0483 62222 

PCS Distribution. Tel. Darwen 0254 69121 1 and all Boots outlets 



PLEASE SEND ME FURTHER OETA/LS OF 
YOUR COMPLETE RANGE OF PROGRAMS FOR 



NAME 

ADDRESS 



□ CBM 64 



□ BBC 



□ SPECTRUM 



TELEPHONE 



DIALOG SOFTWARE 

293 Copperfieid, Limesfarm Estate, Chigwell, Essex. Telephone; 01-501 0799 

Barclaycdrtl and Access accepted. 




COMMODORE 

YOUR BEST INDEPENDENT COMMODORE MAGAZINE 



Whatever you do, don't let this happen 
to you. When you rush down to your 
newsagents to get your copy of trie 
latest Your Commodore don't suffer the 
disappointment of berng told they've 
none left. 

Why not sit in the luxury of your 
own home and feel safe in the 
knowledge that your copies will come 
neatly wrapped winging their way 
through the post and find themselves 
popping through your letter box? 

Whatever your interest in the 
Commodore range of computers and 
peripherals, you simply cannot afford to 
miss a single issue, The magazine is 
packed with news, reviews of the latest 



software, information about the books 
for sale, articles to help you with your 
programming, games to type in and 
play, useful routines to make your 
computing life easier, and all sorts of 
useful, informative and entertaining 
features. So whether your interest is 
purely in the latest games available for 
the VIC 20 or in reading a serious 
review of the most recent hardware for 
your Commodore, you must ensure that 
you read and inwardly digest every issue 
of Your Commodore* 

And it's so easy to do! Just fill out 
the form below, write a cheque and 
send it off to the Subscriptions 
department. You know it makes sense! 



I 
I 
l 



i 



SUBSCRIPTION ORDER 
FORM 

Cut out and SEND TO: 
YOUR COMMODORE 
INFONET LTD., TIMES HSE, 
179 THE MARLOWES, 
HEM EL HEMPSTEAD, 
HERTS, HP1 1 BB 
Please commence my personal subscription 
YOUR COMMODORE with the issue 

SUBSCRIPTION £14^10 lor 12 issues 



RATES 

(tick as 
appropriate) 



UK 

£16.60 for 12 issues 
Overseas Surface 

£49.60 tor 12 issues 
Overseas Air MaiJ 



/ am enclosing my (delete as necessary) 
Cheque/Postal Order/tnternationat Mori 
Order for£ 

(made payable to ASP Ltd) 
Off 

Debit my Access/Barclaycard* 
(^k delete as necessary) 




Please use BLOCK CAPITALS And include post codes. 



Name (Mr/ Mrs/ Miss) 
(delete accordingly) 



A ddress 



Signature 



Date. 



YOUR COMMODORE 


Lineage; 40p per word, S3 mmmm 


01-437 0699 , 


Semi display: C9.Q0 per single column centimetre 
Ring for information on series bookmgs/discounts. 

All advertisements in this section must be prepaid. 
Advertisements are accepted subject to the terms and conditions 
j printed on the advertisement rale card (available on request). 


(l ) 

V Wl J Send your requirements to: 
1^-^ SALLY COLLINS 

ASP LTD, 1 GOLDEN SQUARE, 
LONDON W1 




SOFTWARE 
APPLICATIONS 


SOFTWARE | 



HOME ACCOUNTS. Put your 
house in order! Probably home 
computing's best use! Compre- 
hensive coverage of bank 
accounts. Credit cards, HP inbuilt 
accuracy check. Records all 
transactions Projecls cashflow for 
any period ahead. Available for 
C.16 CBM64 or VlC-20. £8.45 or 
free details from Discus 
Software, Free post. Windmill 
Hill, Brixham TQ5 9BR. Tele- 
phone 08045 55532.. 



LIBRARIES 



TODDLERS! 

Play with, your parent's CBM 64. 
Animated musical flashcard 
alphabet and spelling program, 
developed in conjunction with 
school and educational psycho- 
logist Suitable 1<A-T years 
Cassette £5,00 Disc £7.50 
Toddler&oft, 1 Catlane Cottage, 
E wet me, Qicon OX3 6HX 



COMMODORE 64 
SOFTWARE LIBRARY 

Over 200 IIH e». 2 we« k i h i re £i .00 
Membership £5.00- Stamp lor list. 

Lei WH»n (CY), 100 Sle nh elm 

Walk, Corby. Norihenit. 



COMMODORE 64 
SOFTWARE 

GAMES AMD BUSINESS USE 

Also new releases list every 2 
weeks. Send your name and 
address- to go onto our mailing 
list to: 

M. J. Seaward (Dept Y,C.O,J 

St Clefs Road. Hill Heed, 
$t radon, Nr. Butto, Com well. 
Tel: Bude 4179 up to 10 pm. 



FOR HIRE 



VIC-20/CBM 64 
SOFTWARE HIRE 
Free memberehlipttl 

Dozens ol titles {eg 30 Time Trek. 
Pharoah's Tomb) from 60 p per 
week. Send S.A.E. for your Hire 
kit to: 

Vic 20 Sort were Hire (Y.C.O.) 
Z42 Han tome Road, Mapped vy, 
Nottingham. 

State which machine please. 




ANIRGG IFC, 33 

AMPLICON^^ . . . 43 

AUDIOGENIC IBC 

A, P. S . , 87 

COMPUTAPE 43 

CENTURY COMMUNICATIONS 86 

CALCO SOFTWARE. 85 

DIALOGUE , 96 

DOSOFT , . 86 

LONGMANS . 85 

OASIS SOFTWARE 67 

OXFORD COMPUTER SERVICES.. .73 

SUPERSOFT . OBC 

STARCADE , 34 

TALENT COMPUTER SYSTEMS 19 

VULCAN ELECTRONICS 68 

ZOOMSOFT + ._... 85 



ZOOMSOFT 

COMMODORE 64 
SOFTWARE SPECIALISTS 



Till* CUM due 

Bc-ulde' Dasn 1.95 10.95 

Bristles 9-95 1D.BS 

Astro Crase 8.95 tO.fiS 

F id r cp ... B.95 10.95 

The Hulk B.95 1J.95 

Fori Apocalypse MM 

Aztec Oall*nfi# 9.96 12.H5 

Kong Strike* Back T.W — 

SI rky fl.*S 12.95 

ZorK l..„ — n.es 

Zorfc it — 11. IB 

Zorfc III — 11. 95 

StarcroU ......... — 11-96 

Deadline — 11.95 

Encounter 9.95 1!-I6 

FliflM Slmulflgr M.i5 17,94 

S.AM - 4'1,*S 

Forbidden FfKMt,,.., B.95 12.95 

JelCiOOt Jack 7.94 — 

Nate Commander 9-15 12.95 

Sorcerer of Claymorgue 

Caslle 9.95 13.B5 

Troilie Walhe 6 *5 5-95 

Ditoy Thompson's 

Decathlon 7*5 — 

Football Manager ............. 7.95 — 

Super Baae 64 — 96-25 

Juice — 29.95 

Adventure Creator ROM 29.95 

Oil's; Well ROM 26-95 

Beyond CesHe 

Wolfan&tem — 21.95 



Hilt 

CaSHe Woltefialwn — 

Master Type. — 

Sprit* Maker 9 9S 

Stranded T.95 

Latter wnard — 

Mask ol th* Sun — 

Dm ." — 

5p*N Wi«rd — 

B.C'S Queal for Tyrw 9.96 

Swag B-IS 

loMMf Fortune 9.95 

Zaga Mtelion 7.95 

Ant Attack 5,96 

Espioniot, 9.95 

Mr Robot 6-96 

Spidire AC* 9-flS 

BHChHead ».» 

Da-lHK Queftt — 

Bruc* LM 14.95 

Kmgnta of tne Desert 14.95 

Combat Lender 14.95 

Tigers in 1he Snow 1*.95 

Cfl^erns o« Khalta 1.95 

Blue Max 9.9S 

Mu'tiplan — 

Painibrmh, ROM 

i: er^onai Ac.couni»r r 25.80 

Graphics Bas c — 

Household Finance 22,85 

Logo.. — 



32. TS 



34.15 
29.75 

as.rs 

34.95 
19.95 
9.95 

12.95 
12.95 
14.95 
14.95 
IMS 
14.95 
14.95 
12-95 
14 95 
99.95 
19.95 

25-55 

5E.Z5 



100 s more titles available. Send S.A.E. for tree 
catalogue. Send cheques/POs toe 

ZOOMSOFT 

4 6 Hunts worth Maws, London NW1 6DB. 
Tel: 01-723 0562 



CLUBS 



CLUB 64 

For CBM64/1541 Users 

If you are a CBM 64 user with disk drive you are in- 
vited to join CLUB64 the international user group. 

On joining every member may order free of charge 3 
disks from our excellent software library, 

Annual membership - CI 2 UK and Ireland, £1 5Main- 
land Europe and £20 all other countries. 

Further details from: 

BRENDAN CONROY, CLUB64. 85 Upper 
Drumcondra Road, Dublin 9, Ireland. 



THE BIG THREE 

THREE ESSENTIAL PACKAGES CAN BE YOURS FOR WELL UNDER THREE FIGURES! 




micro 

moGpie 



DATABASE 




SPREADSHEET 




MICRO 

WORj^AFT 

WORD PROCESSOR 



AAcro Magpie for the Commodore 64 is 
probably the most advanced database 
management system available for any home 
micro. Wrth Micro Magpre you can create a 
database system tailored exactly to your own 
information handJfng retirements 
Wltb most database systems, you onJy get out 
what you put rn Mrcro Magpje gives you more! 
it can manipulate data between different files, 
perform catenations on numerical data r prrnt 
out reports, and hardcopy data in graphical 
form Only Micro Magpie can give you aif these 
features . , 

* Fully user programmable database 
management system. 

* Operated by easy-to-use pop-up menus 
using just four keys. 

* 100% machine code program for speed and 
compactness. 

* Can perform complex circulations on 
numerical data. 

* Searches on any field, witn wild card and 
part-field matching. 

* Works wrth one or two 1541 disl< drives. 

* Horizontal or vertical bar graph or scatter 
graph output. 

* Integral Centronics rnierface for para\iei 
printer option 

* Professionally written mstructfon manual. 

* Help readily available from Help Disk. 

* free application templates - Marling List and 
Stock Control. 

Micro Magpie would be excellent value if you 
bought rt for the applications alonei You can 
luwe a highly sophisticated Mailing List system 
up and runnmg within minutes, and you'll still 
tx using only a fraction of Micro Magpie's 
potential! Once you start tailoring your own 
custom applications, you will begin to discover 
why Commodore User magazine called Micro 
Magpre "the software bargain of the year"! 



MICRO MAGPIE 



ON DISK ONLY 



£39.95 



mc VAT 



Micro Swift - the affordable professional 
spreadsheet system for the Commodore 64. 
Micro Swift will prove indispensable in business 
or around the home to construct models of 
income and expenditure; for carrying out 
instant 'what-if calculations to see how a 
change rn one or more figures affects all the 
other figures: or for speciahsed applications 
where complex number crunching rs required 

Micro Swift is unique m that it is operated by 
pop- up menus, a system pioneered by our 
Magpre database program No longer do you 
have to memorise a whole hierarchy of 
commands and control keys the menus appear 
when you want them, and disappear when you 
don't 

Micro Swift is written totally in machine code 
(beware other spreadsheet s in Basic!) for speed 
and compactness, giving you more room to 
construct more complex models 
Micro Swift gives you these amazing features . . . 

* Al to Z254 cell matrix. 

* Variable cell widths. 

* Split screen facility. 

* User definable numerical precision and 
display formatting. 

* Integral Centronics Interface for parallel 
printer option. 

* Automatic execution of user-programmed 
sequences. 

Graphical display option. 
Operated by easy-tc use pop-up menus 
Free ready- prog rammed applications 
included. 

File storage on disk or cassette. 
Full instruction manual included. 
Don't be fooled by the price! Micro Swift gives 
you facilities equal if not superior, to 
spreadsheets costing many trmes more. Micro 
Swift is available on disk or cassette. Micro Swift 
- Spreadsheet power to the people! 

MICRO SWIFT - ON DISK OR CASSETTE 



£19.95 



irtc VAT 



Micro Wordcraft is Dur new disk -based 
professional word processor, it is a direct 
descendant of the highly respected Wordcraft 
program, which is in use world-wide on the 
larger Commodore machines, Srrrus, and IBM 
PC. etc Written in 100% machine code, Micro 
Wordcraft spells affordable office quality word 
processing for the home or business user. 
It is often said that "you get what you pay for": 
but with the Androgenic Professional Series you 
get what you pay for and more! 

Micro Wordcraft gjves you all these advanced 
facilities . . . 

* Full text control - document width up to 99 

* columns, tabs, decimal tabs, justification 
and centering. 

■ Full text manipulation ■ on-screen editing, 
block move, block delete, string search and 

* replace, underlining and emboldening. 

* Scrolling screen display, uncluttered by 
control characters 

« Name and address files can be created and 
merged rnto standard letters 

* Easy merging of standard paragraphs. 
Corrpatible with Commodore, parallel and 

printers. 

* integral Centronics interface for parallel 
printer option, 

Instantly accessible Help screens 

* Comprehensrve instruction manual 
included 

The name and address merging capabilities of 
Micro Wordcraft make it an rdeal tool for small 
businesses, clubs, societies or hobby groups, 
where there are regular marlings of standard 
letters. For home use. Micro Wordcraft contains 
air the facilities you could ever need, at a price 
you can easily afford! 



MICRO WORDCRAFT - ON DISK ONLY 

£24.95 inc VAT 



The Audiogenic Professional Series represents a price breakthrough for business orientated software products. With Micro 
Magpie, Micro Swift, and Micro Wordcraft. the power and convenience of the computerised office can be a reality for all 
Commodore 64 owners! 

Each of the three- products represents the state of the art Irt its particular field. Great care has been taken over the 
documentation to make sure that you, the user, can quick ly m alee use of the facilities available. Also, a full backup service Is 
provided by the Audiogenic Technical Department, who are only a phone call away If you have any queries about the 
products. 

So, whether it's for your home, business, club or society, make sure you go for die Audiogenic Professional Series I 



Audiogenic 



LTDI 



PROFESSIONAL SERIES 



AUDIOGENIC LTD, P.O. BOX 88, READING, BERKS., ENGLAND. Tel: (0734) 664646 




- the sophisticated spreadsheet ! 



Easy to Jearn, easy to use - something that can't be sard of many business programs. 
But it's true of all the programs in the BUSJCALC series. 

BUSICALC 3 can handle all sorts of jobs - budgets, expenditure anafysrs, stock Irsts, 
price lists, and product costing are just a few of the possibilities. Three-dimensionaf 
formulae automatically access data stored on disk, so that you can easily pull 
together information from several different sheets and summarise or manipulate it. 

It's simpfe to transfer data to other programs such as Easy Script And you can use 
virtually any printer with BUSICALC 3, whether dot matrix or daisy wheel, 
Commodore or non- Commodore. 

For the CBM 64 and PET/CBM 4000 & 8OO0 series 

Availabfe through dealers or from: 

Supersoft, Winchester House, Canning Road, Harrow HAS 7SJ 
Phone 01-861 T 166 for more details and a free catalogue. 




